


























The Syrnons collectio~ 

The Long Room in the Royal College of Physicians at Warwid Lane as depicted by T Rowlandson and AC Pug in in 1808. 

tree to clean their teeth and then splitting them for 
tongue scrapers - exactly in the way that the original 
scrapers had been formed. 

Next come items for leeching, bleeding and cupping 
placed adjacent to beautiful lancet cases in a variety of 
materials. 

A selection of stethoscopes includes examples 
of Laennec and Piorry models, an elegant Neapoli- 
tan model made of tortoiseshell and  gold in its 
original case, and one made of glass. Thermometers, 
pulsometers and  tongue depressors are  also 
represented. 

A sphvgmographe de Marey is displayed in a case 
marked 'W Broadbent'. Sir William Broadbent, a 
Fellow of the College, was Physician to King Edward 
VII, initially when he was Prince of Wales (1892), and 
became Physician Extraordinary to Queen Victoria in 
1896 and to the new Prince of Wales in 1901. 

Among the more esoteric items are a set of guinea 
scales (an important part of a physician's equipment); 
Chinese medicine dolls; a pair of political buttons 
showing Louis XIV having an enema - before and  
after: a Charles I pillbox containing four divisions and 
a watch to show when the next dose is due; and a mag- 
nificent William IV silver ear trumpet which unscrews 

into three parts and could be carried in a handbag. 
T h e  Collection has been catalogued by Jean 

Symons. Items are listed in the same order in which 
they are displayed, each is dated and, when known, the 
maker and place of origin are given with any other 
relevant information. This list will shortly be available 
to visitors to the College who seek more information 
than can be accommodated on  the labels in the 
display case. 

Postscript 

Many items in the displayed collection would have 
been familiar to the Fellows of the College depicted by 
Rowlandson and Pugin in 1808 in the Long Room of 
the College in Warwick Lane, panels from which have 
been incorporated in the present Censors' Room. 

Dr Symons would have appreciated the vision of the 
Officers of the College and Sir Denys Lasdum in 
providing the splendid setting for the Collection - far 
beyond anything he could have envisaged. 

Address for correspondence: Mrs Jean Syrnons. c /o  the Publicauons 
Department. Royal College o f  Physicians, London NWl 4LE. 
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