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Dear Member: 

I am p leased  t o  send you t h e  second and f i n a l  Newsletter f o r  t h e  ca lendar  yea r  
1984. Ove ra l l ,  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  has  been proceeding n ice ly  and members a r e  being 
r e c r u i t e d  on a n  almost  d a i l y  bas i s .  A t  t h e  p re sen t  t h e  ou r  me@ership o f f i -  
e i a l l y  t o t a l s  75 uho have f u l l y  paid t b e i r  dues. . A** 

Seve ra l  members suggested t h a t  t h e  dues which we set  l a s t  y e a r  were u n r e a l i s t i -  
- c a l l y  low and -they were completely c o r r e c t ,  expend i tu re s  t h i s  y e a r  have g r e a t l y  
exceeded income, The re fo re ,  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  balance t h e  budget .and a l s o  t o  
provide  an e q u i t a b l e  arrangement fo r  a l l  concerned, I am setting dues f o r  t h e  
c a l e n d a r  y e a r  1985 a t  $35 and )rill be a s k i n g  t h e  6ame dues  con t r ibu t ion  from 
d e a l e r s  as from a o l l e c t o r s . '  1 a n t i c i p a t e  .that dues  in lf'uture -years  dl1 be 
a - e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e  a t  t h i s  l e v e l .  In  &is' regard ,  included v i t h  t h i s  ~ e w s l e t t e r  
, i a  a form r e q u e s t i n g  submiss ion  of dues $or 1985. ,I would ' 8 r ea t l yLapprec i a t e  it 
i f  you could pay t h e s e  dues  u s ing  the  ' enc losed .  fad i n  o rde r  t o  ,saye as t h e  
e x t r a  expense o f  mai l ing  o u t  a d d i t i o n a l  dues n o t i c e s .  Me are c u r h n t i y  4 x 1  &be 
p r o c e s s  o f  p r epa r ing  t h e  membership c e r t i f i c a t e s  announced: -a the ht (_ ., . -letter 

. .&ich haye a l r e a d y  &been p r i n t e d  and need 'only have t h e  names f i l l e d  .in. ,.3 a n t i -  
c i p a t e  t h e s e  c e r t i f i c a t e s  rlll be r k d y  f o r  ma i l i ng  aometime after (anwry nex t  

. g e a r  and t h e y  w i l l  be  mai led t o  a l l  p i d i u p  members. t h i f o r t u n a t e ~ ,  . . the hos- 
g i t a l  s t r i k e  t h i s  y e a r  prevented u s  from completing them in time. ' , 

- - 

The response from members of t h e  a s soc i a t i on  in  t h e  f o r m  o f  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  
31Jewslet ter  h a s  been somewhat less than encouraging. Dr .  Rorman Xedow h a s  ,been 
q u i t e  h e l p f u l  and we a r e  i nc lud ing  with t h i s  i s s u e  of t h e  Newslet ter  - p i c t u r e s  o f  
some very i n t e r e s t i n g  items, seve ra l  of  which were submi t t ed -  by Rorman. 
However, my appea l  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  wr i t t en  m a t e r i a l  o r  o t h e r  t y p e s  of  items from 
t h e  members h a s  s o  far gone  unheeded. Only lorman responded to t h e  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  - a r t i c l e  and, unfor tuna te ly ,  n e i t h e r  o f  &s r e a l l y  knows  hat that 
p a r t i c u l a r  ins t rument  r e a l l y  is. - S l e a s e ,  i f  you have any free t ime d t -a l l ,  send 
m e  a b r i e f  a r t i c l e  o f  i n t e r e s t  o r  a photograph o f  an i n t e r e s t i n g  item f o r  inc lu-  
s i o n  i n  t h e  forthcoming Newslet ters .  I a n t i c i p a t e  t h a t  nex t  y e a r  we w i l l  'have 

. .at  l e a s t  kwo News le t t e r s ,  and poss ib ly  t h r e e ,  d e ~ e n d i t g  upon lrhatever *Anput I 
g e t  from f h e  membership. . , . - - -  2 

I n  t h i s  regard, f have s o l i c i t e d  Professor  E. T. Pengelley f r o m ' t h e  ~ n i v e r s i t y  
of C a l i f o r n i a  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  a  for;thcoming Newsletter. Professor  Pengelley 
h a s  toured - the  medical  museums of Europe and h a s  agreed t o  aupply ' p s  wlth  a 
l i s t i n g  o f  t h e  museums a long  wi th  comments about  them. X i s  s p e c i f i c  ,s ta tement  
was "1 t h ink  I can  aupply a  l i s t i n g  with comments o n - a l l  $he major o a e i  and many 
minor onesn .  Th i s  should  be a most i n t e r e s t i n g  and u s e f u l  . l i s t i n g  and', as I 
s a y ,  w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  sometime during next  y e a r  i n  one o f  t h e  e a r l y  forthcoming 
Newsle t te rs .  

Founder : M. Donald Blaufox, M.D., Ph.D. . . 
Mazer Buildiny: r Room 324 - 3300 Morris Park Avenuc Bronx, New York 10461 (212) 931-5770 



I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  P ro fe s so r  Pengel ley ' s  a n t i c i p a t e d  c o n t r i b u t i o n ,  we a r e  f o r t u n a t e  
t o  have i n  t h i s  i s s u e  of t h e  Newslet ter  a r e p r i n t i n g  o f  an a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  "Six 
C r i t e r i a  of Ra r i t y  i n  Antiquarian Booksn which was excerpted from Catalogue 13  
o f  Jeremy Norman, Jeremy Norman and Company, Inc.  M r .  Norman has  g r a c i o u s l y  
consented t o  a l low me t o  r e p r i n t  t h i s  most conc ise  and i n t e r e s t i n g  review of 
medical  book c o l l e c t i n g ,  which should be o f  g e n e r a l  i n t e r e s t  t o  those of t h e  
membership who c o l l e c t  r a r e  medical books o r  who purchase books t o  complement 
t h e i r  ins t rument  o r  ephemera c o l l e c t i o n s .  

The ongoing f e a t u r e s  i n  t h e  Newslet ter  f o r  t h i s  i s s u e  i nc lude  t h e  items men- 
t ioned  above, which a r e  i n  my c o l l e c t i o n  and Norm Medow's, and which r ep re sen t  
unusual  and q u i t e  i n t e r e s t i n g  ob j ec t s .  There is an o b j e c t  f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
which is u n l i k e  t h e  prev ious  unknoun i tem,  something t h a t  many o f  you should 
have no t r o u b l e  w i th ,  and once aga in  we a r e  inc lud ing  photograph$ o f  a  p a t e n t  
model a long  with photocopies  of two o r i g i n a l  p a t e n t  a p p l i c a t l d n s .  It is 
i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  no te  t h a t  one o f  t h e  i tems included i n  t h i s  i s s u e  was patented on 
t h e  same d a t e  by t h e  same i n d i v i d u a l  a s  t h e  vacc ina to r  i n  t h e  l a s t  Newletter.  I 
d o n ' t  have an example o f  t h e  l a n c e t  descr ibed bu t  i f  anyone does we can p r i n t  
t h e  photo next  yea r .  . . 

An a d d i t i o n a l  enc losu re  wi th  t h i s  Newsletter is taken  'from t h e  newspaper d f . t h e  
A lbe r t  E i n s t e i n  College of  Medicine, which fea tured  a n  a r t i c l e  on ray o m  per-  
s o n a l  c o l l e c t i o n  t h i s  year .  This  c o n t a i n s  s e v e r a l  h igh  q u a l i t y  $hotographs 
taken  by a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  photographer .and I thought c o p i e s  o f  t h e  art icle .might 
be  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  membership. 

The Wants and O f f e r i n g s  lists have been g r e a t l y  expanded, . i n  keeping wi th  sub- 
mi s s ions  by new and p rev ious ly  established members. In  a d d i t i o n ,  now' t h a t  t h e  
membership has  reached a s i g n i f i c a n t  s i z e ,  I am cons ide r ing  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  
p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  a  format  f o r  formal a d v e r t i s i n g  wi th  a  s p e c i f i c  charge. 
Seve ra l  o f  t h e  d e a l e r  members have of fe red  t o  he lp  - p u b l i c h e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  
t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  however, I have not  noted any r e c e n t  announcements. I cer- 
t a i n l y  would a p p r e c i a t e  any he ip  t h a t  any c o l l e c t o r  members o r  d e a l e r  ,members 
could o f f e r  i n  sp read ing  t h e  word about t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  s o  t h a t  we could expand 
ou r  membership and provide  a  brozder  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  community. 

S ince  t h e  membership seems t o  be f i rmly e s t a b l i s h e d ,  I have proceeded t o  r e c r u i t  
members from o u t s i d e  t h e  United S t a t e s  and I a n t i c i p a t e  t h a t  t h i s  po r t i on  o f  t h e  
membership w i l l  be growing r ap id ly .  A s  i n  t h e  prev ious  i s s u e ,  I welcome any 
sugges t ions  f o r  changes i n  format o r  modi f ica t ion  o f  format s o  t h a t  t h e  News-  
l e t t e r  can b e s t  s e r v e  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  membership. 

D r .  Anne Young, who has  r e c e n t l y  joined t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  has  made a  s p e c i a l  
o f f e r  t o  members of t h e  Medical Co l l ec to r s  Assoc ia t ion  which commences Autumn 
1985. She o f f e r s  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  spend a  week i n  England as a  
paying g u e s t  i n  a  medical  o r  s u r g i c a l  household wi th  a  c o l l e c t o r  o f  medical 
an t iques .  She w i l l  c a t e r  f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  needs and guide  them t o  d e a l e r s  
i n  London and elsewhere.  Accompanied o r  unaccompanied v i s i t s  w i l l  be organized 
t o  s p e c i a l i s t  London a u c t i o n s ,  museums with medical e x h i b i t s ,  Po r tobe l lo  and 
Bermundy marke ts ,  e t c .  I t i n e r a r i e s  w i l l  be arranged t o  f i t  i n  with i nd iv idua l  
i n t e r e s t s .  Those i n d i v i d u a l s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  most a t t r a c t i v e  o f f e r  should 



One f i n a l  i tem coacerns  a a e e t i n g .  A number of  members have i n d i c a t e d  t h e i r  
i n t e r e s t  in e m e e t i x  2nd t h e  c l u s t e r i n g  of membership seems t o  be around t he  
n o r t h e e s t  si7 t h a t  s o n e t h i n g  i n  t h e  gene ra l  New York a r e a  would be most con- 
v e n i e c t .  I would be happy t o  work with anybody i n  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  who i s  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  o r g m i z l n g  a  meezing, bu t  I do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  my t ime c o m i t -  
ments a t  t h i s  t ime make i t  p c s s i b l e  f o r  me t o  t a k e  primary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  
t h t s  area. I f  anyone wishes  t o  p ~ t  t oge the r  a meet ing,  a t  which we could have a  
s c i e n t i f i c  s e s s i o n  t 3  d i s c u s s  ti?i:lgs r e l a t e ?  t o  our  miitual c o l l e c t i n g  i n t e r e s t s  
an:! p e r h a p s  a l s o  a  b a r t e r  and  t r a d e ,  o r  buy, s e s s i o n  i n  con junc t ion  with  t he  
mee t ing ,  I t h ink  t h l s  uoxld be grest , ly a p p r e c i r t e d  by t h e  meubership a t  l a r g e .  
If anyone i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t a k i n g  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  o r g a n i z i n g  t h i s  p l ea se  
l e t  cf know. Judgirig f r o n  t h e  c o m e n t s ,  t he  b e s t  t ime  would be au6ing t h e  sun- 
mer. 

,- 
,- 

< - 
PLEASE NOTE: The l i s t  of  t h e  e ~ t i r e  membership w i l l  be publ ished i n  t h e  f i r s t  
~ e w s l e t t e r  each yea r .  Subsequent Newsletters w i l l  contain only names and 
a d d r e s s e s  o f  people  who have joined i n  t h e  i n t e r im .  

, t. 
. _.i 

S i n c e r e l y ,  
.. Mi ~ ~ D o n a l d  Blauf ox, .M. D. ,Ph . D. 

-c 
.z. .  

REFEXEIER OUR SUCCESS DEP=DS ON CONIEIE5UTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 
TO THE WWSLmERS FBOH THE MDfBETtS 



RICE MAN POOR MAN 

The f o l l o w i n g  two pages  c o n t a i n  p i c t u r e s  o f  two i n t e r e s t i n g  examples o f  s u r g i c a l  

compendiums. The first is a  h i g h l y  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  ins t rument  be long ing  t o  D r .  

Norman Medow. It i s  prabab ly  mid t o  l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  and o f  o r i g i n  i n  Spain  o r  

North A f r i c a .  I t  is  made o f  s teel  b l a d e s  encased i n  b r a s s  o r  g i l d e d  meta l ,  which 

is  p a r t i a l l y  covered w i t h  horn .  The two b r a s s  r e t r a c t o r s  have a g a t e  mounts and 

t h e  b l a d e s  a r e  p a r t i a l l y  hand decora ted  i n  a checkered d e s i g n .  The k n i f e  and a x e  

b l a d e s  a r e  marked wi th  t h e  C u t l e r ' s  c i p h e r  ( p e r h a p s  one o f  t h e  members h a s  more 

i n f o r m a t i o n  concern ing  t h i s  o r  a more s p e c i f i c  knowledge o f  t h e  o>ig in  o f  t h e  

p i e c e ) .  The b l a d e s  i n c l u d e  a saw, k n i f e ,  a x e ,  f o r c e p s ,  p robe ,  two r e t r a c t o r s ,  and 

a  g u i d e  o r  probe.  The c l o s e d  l e n g t h  is  3.75 i n c h e s  and t h e  open l e n g t h  t o  t h e  end 

o f  t h e  axe  is 7.5 i n c h e s .  

The o t h e r  p i e c e  is probab ly  American i n  o r i g i n  and is  shown on t h e  second page 

f o l l o w i n g  t h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n .  It resembles  a t y p i c a l  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  s t e e l  v e t e r i n a r y  

b l e e d e r  i n  form, e x c e p t  t h a t  i t  h a s  a very  d i f f e r e n t  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  o f  b l a d e s .  

There  a r e  a t o t a l  of  10 b l a d e s ,  a l l  of  which are made of ateel w i t h  a c a s i n g  made 

o f  e t c h e d  s t e e l  and a  hand p laced  r i v e t  h o l d i n g  t h e  b l a d e s  i n  p l a c e .  The t o t a l  

l e n g t h  o f  t h e  c a s i n g  is 3  i n c h e s .  The b l a d e s  i n c l u d e  f o u r  b l e e d e r s ,  t h r e e  s c a l -  - 
p e l s  o f  d i f f e r i n g  s h a p e s  f o r  d i f f e r i n g  purposes ,  a  probe, a small m e d i c i n a l  cork- 

screw and what a p p e a r s  t o  be  a  b l a d e  which h a s  s e r r a t e d  edges  and a f i l e  on its 

s u r f a c e  which cou ld  c o n c e i v a b l y  have se rved  a s  a small saw. On t h e  file-saw 

b l a d e ,  t h e r e  is a g r i p  f o r  opening t h e  k n i f e ,  on which is i n s c r i b e d  t h e  let ters 

ANOZOC. These l e t t e r s  d o  n o t  conform t o  a Roman numeral d a t e  and a r e  presumably a 

name. If anybody i n  t h e  membership knows t h e  meaning o f  t h i s  t e rm,  we would c e r -  

t a i n l y  be  g l a d  t o  h e a r  it. 

So t h e n  t h e s e  two i n s t r u m e n t s  a r e  i n t e r e s t i n g  examples,  one h i g h l y  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  

and c o n t i n e n t a l  and t h e  o t h e r  q u i t e  c rude  and p robab ly  American i n  o r i g i n  o f  mul- 

t i p l e  purpose  pocke t  s u r g i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s .  Both a p p a r e n t l y  d a t e  t o  t h e  1 8 t h  cen- 

t u r y .  







CAN YOU IDENTIFY THIS? Material: Wood, copper, brass ,  g l a s s ,  rubber 

Maker : Arnold and Sons 

Presumed Use: Surgical 

Date: Circa 1890 

I think t h i s  is a: 

From: 

Please  return t o  M .  Donald Blaufox, M.D.,Ph.D. 



IMPBOVEMENT IN PESSILBIES. 

J .  P. W I L L M S ,  O F  B A L T I M O R E ,  M A R Y L A N D .  
Lcua~ Patent No. 60,312, d a ~ d  Dunn6w 4, 1806. 

E P E C I F L G A T I O N .  

TO ALL VHO\I IT MAT COXCEBN: 
Bc it  k n o n ~ ~  that I, JUIIS Parm WILLMS, o f  tho city nnd county of C~ltirnorr ,  m d  St%teof Mnryland, hare  

inrcnted a new and improrc6l Pesrury ; awl I do hcrcby ,!eelare the folloaing to bc a full, clcnr, and exact 
dcserip~ivn of t h ~  ssmc, eufficicnt to enrble othcrs skillcd in the ar t  to which my iwantion appertains to make 
and use tho same, rcfcrcocc bcing had to tho oecomponyiog dn r iogs ,  farming a part of this specificntim, 
in rhich- 

T i p w  1 is a view of the instrumrnt with thc lobcs collnpscd, oud thc stem u~~eovcrcd. 
F i p r r  2 i. a view with tbc lobra partially crpanded, and the stem cowred with n slaese for the protection 

of the rorkil ig parts. 
F i p r c  3 i. a view of a ~ing1,le dctachrd lobe. 
Fizurc 4 is 3 view o f  thc stem and h i u p ,  the lobcs bclng removcd and hingc expanded. 
F i p r c  (, is o vicrr of the stem and Iningo, tlw lolxs rcmorcd i n d  the hingc eollnprad. 
Tlw lo!m arc hi,)gcd ~t tlio end of t l ~  E ~ U I I I ,  3id arc 10 a r imgrd  a d  rmrt rnr tcd  ns to collnprc rh i lc  bcing 

intreduccd into the vaginn; t h y  opcn forward, (relatirely to the person,) tho Iobcu and rtc:n permitting t're 
frcu i l i s~hnrp:  of tllc ~ c e r r t i o m ;  tho inwl~iaery  being within awl upon tho s to r ,  awl  c o r c r d  by n slecre of 
nownhaorbcnt inaterid; tlm lo lm~ w o  uneorcrcd mcl tnatlo of single pieces o f  hard rubber, ivory', or ~n r l agous  
rnaterin!, nnd are uwiwutnl,:.rccl b? tho intcrpooition betrwon thcm of aoy part of the machinery ahore preseoco 
aeuld limit their motions, awl nhosc protection would involve intrrfcrmec k i th  tho dischargo of tho sceretio~s; 
nsd IwsiLly i:ceesaitntc tbc corrring uf thc lobes and i u i t , . l h q  in a C O U ~ K ~  crring. 

in t hc  drnwings, A A arc th~.  lobn,  joimd by tlw plntcr F, on11 l~ ingc  b ;  the lobcs a x  made of sirglc 
anrllll:~C picccs of ivory, hard mbbcr, or a:mlngolrs mntcrinl, and are opened by mcaus of the rotntioc of the 
11;tdlc U, wlwse t l~rc:dcd portion E is s ~ i v c l c d  into the en4 of tlnc stem C, which is nttnchcd to t lk hinge of 
tho lol~es. Tho screw E, r s  the hnndlc D is ratntcd, moves ill the nut r r  the junctim of tho arms B, to rhose 
ends tlte p!ates F nr? so pivoted that, as  the sturn C is projected or v i t l d r r a n ,  opening or closing the lobes, tha 
l r t te r  ril,mtc upon fhc raekrtr on the e:lda of tljc snnn, nl~iclt limit their autrrunl motion. The plates F are 
iu~beitllcJ in thc mucri:ul of tlm lubcs, and s c c u l d  by r i rc t r ;  tlrosc porfions of the apparntus betreen the 
Linge and tho h:wdlc D :rrc r o v c ~ c d  m d  protected by o rlcere, G,of ruLbcr or other uon-absorbeat clrstio 
m;,tc,rinl. A x l  the machinery, by bcing eatbrncd within the space betrcen t l x  hinge and the hmdlc. in no 
care l ~ r r . o ~ n e i  a tarrior to tbc eollrprc of tlw lobes, owl is eorcred by a alccro of modr~.nte sire, which docs n o t  
preurnk tllc di..elmrnc of tlre sceretions, m d  pwulits thc lobes, t b ~  c!mr of eo,:umbmnee, to be made of silrgle 
picecs r l  hard rulbcr, .,r ivory, which will not retain impurities, adbi t  of being mo=t readily and tbo:oughIy 
c l e ~ i t w l ,  aud cannot w e r t  ~ n g  deleterious inlluenrc upon tha parts bcnriag upon thcm. 

111 ' i , ~ r  m:wc of thc motion of my apparatus is, to thrust the joining portion of the lobes b d n - r r d  m d  
ngaiwr i ! x  uterus, \vlaile the lobrs cxpnud formrdiy,  (rclaiirely to the pcrran,j n motion nen i., itedf, and 
ir.volri.t: rubitauti:tl diilcrrrwes of eonstruotion from suy ~ t h e r ~  s i t h  which I am acquainted. 

Hnriilg dcse~.ibed m y  i~~rc:&o, n h r t  I claim 5% n m ,  and Jesiro ta secure by  Letters Patent, is- 
The labcs A, opcoij,;: furrnnlly, rrl:ttiuely to  the person, aqd operated by e swiveled screv aud stem 

bclweeu the arms B, substnittinlly as described and represented. 
J. F. WILL3IS. 
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rill have its twmim. ' - "I In the accampnu.viog drawings R p e  1, J. T- IT- C&UDOS. 
shws the si& of t k  shnld rrith i ts st mTit-: 
-.mew ntaining tbe b e e t  fnmc (sec in J- F. cLI.4 
red ddted line) rs dram tmnrd the W 1 J - ! L A -  





The Six Criteria of 
Rarity in Antiquarian Books 

As an antiquarian bookseller, I am frequently asked to 
define "antiquarian" or "rare" books. To some extent these 
two relatively vague but omnipresent terms are used inter- 
changeably in the trade. Nevertheless, they have subtly 
different connotations. Antiquarian, like ancique, sug- 
gests something borh old and collectible; that is, a book 
one would want to preserve both for its age alone and also 
for its intrinsic interest as an object. The term "anti- 
quarian" encompasses the ordinary second-hand book. By 
contrast, the term "rare" connotes something definitely 
valuable. How do we define the special category of anti- 
quarian books called rare books! 

T o  be valuable in the market place and thus command a 
premium price, a book must satisfy at least one, and 
usually more, of six criteria. First is scarcity of copies. 
Books princed in editions of 25,000 copies or more usually 
d o  not become rare. O n  the ocher hand we can all think of 
family memoirs privately printed in editions of perhaps a 
dozen or less copies for distribution to family members. 
Most of these extremely scarce books have no interest 
whatsoever to anyone outside of the families concerned, 
and are frequently close to worthless unless they concern a 
figure of historic importance. 

Scarcity by itself is thus not usually enough to make a 
book rare, but should such privately princed memoirs 
directly concern the childhood of a president of the United 
States, for example, the memoirs would also hlfill the 
second of the five criteria, namely what I call subscantive 
importance, or the significance of the book's contents. The 
book may be a first edition ofa classic in English literature, 
the first account of a historic exploration of part of Amer- 
ica, the first account of a major voyage ofdiscovery, or the 
first publication of a great scientific or medical discovery, 
like hundreds of the items in the presenc catalogue. First 
editions are usually the most prized, but significant other 
editions are also sought, especially those wich important 
revisions by the author, or first English translations of 
works originally published in other languages. 

Without  having any substantive importance, a book 
may be highly valued by collectors because of its character- 
istics as a physical object. It may be printed on an exotic 
paper or perhaps on vellum. Its binding may be a work of 
ar t ,  or its illustrations may be the work of a great artist. 
Perhaps the book was produced by a great printer or 
princed in a bizarre typeface or in a peculiar format. 
Occasionally we have seen triangular books or even round 
books in spherical bindings which open like the halves ofa 
grapefruit. A few years ago, one of my German colleagues, 
Gunnar Kaldewey, issued an elegant fan-shaped catalogue 
to  describe an important collection of early fans-defi- 

nitely one of the most unusual sales catalogues ever pub- 
lished. Given time, t h ~ s  catalogue may become a rare 
book. 

The factor of "imprmt" constirutes the hurrh crite- 
rion. ( I  call it "imprint" atter the bibliographic term 
meaning place and date of publication.) We all know chat 
the first books printed in 15th century Europe are rare, and 
many later books are rare because they were printed in a 
special place or at a special time, tor Instance, the tirst 
book printed In Antarctica or the tirsc book printed on a 
submarine. Future collectors will no doubt passionaccly 
seek the tirst books printed in outer space. 

Unable to meet any of the hrsc four criteria, a book still 
might command a very high price because of the criterion 
of association. Give me the mos; common Gideon B~ble,  
of which vast numbers are prmred every year, wich the 
authentic signature of T .  S. Eliot and his notes in the 
margins, and I will show you a very rare and valuable 
book, indeed. Likewise, a 25th printing of Eliot's co//rc-trr/ 

Porttrs, ostensibly worth about S5, could easlly be worth 
more than 100 times chat amount  fit bore a prcscnracwn 
inscription in Eliot's hand and an unpublished manuscript 
poem by Eliot penned on a flyleaf. We always descr~be 

782.  Whatever  the  d e s c r ~ p t ~ o n  of rarlty, p p l e  approach the colletr- 
Ing of  rare books w ~ r h  varylng degrees of seriousness W ~ r n w s  the 
bookplate of the  o r h e m ~ s e  d ~ s r ~ n g u ~ s h e d  anesthes~olog~sr Arno B 
Luckhardt (1885  - 1957) n h o  ~nrroduced ethylene In anesthesld tG-M 



significant associations in our caralogue descriptions and 
you will find numerous importanr association copies in 
this caralogue. Two examples are items 92.  Blundell (the 
aurhor's own extensively annorated and revised copy), and 
594. Osler (an interesring bur not orherwise particularly 
rare book made valuable by Osler's presenration inscrip- 
tlon). 

O u r  sixth and last crtterion is condirion. Many common 
first edirions of 2Orh cenrury novels clutrer up the shelves 
of Salvation Army bookstores, wairiog to be pulped, while 
a mint copy of such a book in a perfect dusr jacker mighr 
fetch a spectacularly high price. The point is rhar many 
common books ate exrremely difficult ro find in condirion 
fine enough to satisfy the discriminaring collecror. Wirh 
truly scarce books which hardly ever appear for sale, one 
obviously cannor be so discriminating about condition. 
and our evaluation of condition is made relarive ro the 
parricular book involved. Even the finest copy of a seven- 
teenth cenrury medical book mighr be rebacked, bur few 
would wanr a rebacked or rebound copy of a book by the 
20th  century neurosurgeon, Harvey Gushing, unless rhe 
binding was particularly handsome, or made for presenra- 
tion, etc. As long as we bear in mind that condition is 
relative, it must play a prominent role in evaluating the 
rarity of any book. 

These remarks hopefully will suffice as a bririuurlane o i  
the  six criteria by which I believe any rare book may be 
judged: scarcity, substantivr imporrance. phys~cal iharac- 
rerisrics, imprrnr, association, and condlrmn. All rare 
books musr fulfill ar lrast one o i  rhr cr~rerla. Some may 
fulfill several, or in the exceptional siruation, wen all slx. 
The six criteria apply as much to rhe tare medlcal books in 
this catalogue as ro books on any orher subject. Onr  rhoulll 
bear in mind char substantive imporrancr is open to re- 
evaluarion over the years. Particularly in literature and art. 
rasres in collecring are subject to fads and fashions. Will 
rhar presently rate book about the tecenrly decracd Elvis 
Presley be valuable rwenry years from now! This is hard ro 
say. In rhe sciences fads and fashions are much more 
subdued. Because concrete discoveries are involved we can 
be more objecrive in identifying the permanent classics in 

tach scientific held. The six criteria of rarlty I have our- 
lined here will not help us evaluate the historical signrh- 
cance or substantive importance of the rare medical books 
described in this catalogue, but once t h ~ s  crlrerlon has 
been sarisfied, consideration of rhe orher criter~a may help 
us evaluate the desirability of particular bwks being 
offered 

I would be happy to receive your comments and sugges- 
rions on my choice of criteria in the detinirion of rarlty. 

Jeremy M.  Norman 


