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Dear Colleagues: 

This  Newsletter is t h e  t h i r d  and f i n a l  one f o r  1986. It marks t h e  completion of  
t h e  t h i r d  yea r  of  t h e  ex i s t ence  of t h e  Medical C o l l e c t o r s  Associat ion.  During 
t h a t  time t h e  group has  continued t o  en l a rge  i n  number and has  grown now t o  
approximately 150 members. Included wi th  t h i s  Newsletter a r e  two items of  s p e c i a l  
no te .  

F i r s t ,  t h e r e  is t h e  annual reques t  f o r  renewal o f  membership. I have been a b l e  t o  
keep t h e  membership dues s t a b l e  f o r  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  yea r s  and hope t o  keep it a t  
t h e  same l e v e l  i n  t h e  fo re seeab le  f u t u r e .  However, i n  o rde r  t o  he lp  me keep c o s t s  
down, I would a p p r e c i a t e  it i f  you would r e t u r n  t h e  enclosed Renewal of Membership 
form wi th  payment i f  you wish t o  cont inue  t o  be a  member of  t h e  group. A s  i n  p a s t  
y e a r s ,  t h i s  n o t i c e  w i l l  be t h e  only n o t i f i c a t i o n  which you w i l l  r e ce ive  f o r  
renewal o f  membership. I f  w e  do not  r e c e i v e  a renewal r eques t ,  you w i l l  n o t  
r ece ive  f u t u r e  i s s u e s  of t h e  Newslet ter .  So p l e a s e ,  i f  you enjoy belonging t o  t h e  
group, f i l l  o u t  t h e  enclosed renewal form and mail it t o  me a t  your e a r l i e s t  con- 
venience. 

The second important  i tem is t h e  announcement of  t h e  Second Annual Meeting of  t h e  
Medical C o l l e c t o r s  Associat ion.  Only members who have paid-up t h e i r  dues a r e  
e l i g i b l e  t o  a t t e n d  t h i s  meeting. It is scheduled t o  t a k e  p l ace  dur ing  t h e  morning 
and p a r t  of  t h e  a f te rnoon of May 8 t h ,  1987 a t  t h e  New York Academy of  Medicine, 
and t h e  t e n t a t i v e  program is enclosed. P l ea se  no t e  t h a t  we have a t  t h e  p re sen t  
t ime t h r e e  speakers  l i n e d  up and I have l e f t  a  f o u r t h  p l ace  vacant i n  t h e  hope 
t h a t  someone i n  t h e  membership would vo lunteer .  I f  any of you a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
making a  p re sen t a t i on  t o  t h e  group, p l ea se  n o t i f y  me a s  soon a s  pos s ib l e .  This  
need no t  be a formal l e c t u r e  and can c o n s i s t  of anyth ing  which you t h i n k  might 
i n t e r e s t  t h e  membership. Also p l ea se  no t e  t h a t  we a r e  planning t o  have a s e s s i o n  
devoted t o  d i s cus s ion  of  i n t e r e s t i n g  i tems f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o r  in format iona l  
purposes a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  formal d i d a c t i c  s e s s i o n s .  No s p e c i f i c  t ime has  been 
s e t  a s i d e  f o r  t h i s ,  we w i l l  p lay  it "by ear"  depending upon t h e  i n t e r e s t  of  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l s  a t  t h e  meeting. 

I n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of s t i m u l a t i n g  a  b e t t e r  exchange between t h e  members, I am plan- 
n ing  a l s o  t o  have a  d inne r  t h e  evening of t h e  meeting. S ince  t h e  an t ique  markets 
a t  Brimfield w i l l  open on Thursday, May 7 t h ,  and some of t h e  members may be 
planning t o  a t t e n d ,  I have scheduled t h e  d inner  f o r  t h e  evening o f  t h e  meeting 
day,  Fr iday ,  May 8 th .  We a r e  c u r r e n t l y  planning t o  have a  Chinese banquet which 
should be g r e a t  fun and r e l a t i v e l y  inexpensive by New York s tandards .  

I have not  included any information about  housing, nor  a r e  we making any formal 
arrangements wi th  a  h o t e l .  I n s t e a d ,  when you r e g i s t e r  f o r  t h e  meeting you w i l l  
r e c e i v e  a  list o f  h o t e l s  which a r e  convenient  t o  t h e  New York Academy o f  Medicine. 

Founder : M. Donald Blaufox, M.D. ,  Ph.D. 



Since  most people com'ing t o  New York have a wide d i v e r s i t y  o f  i n t e r e s t s  and s i n c e  
t h e  Academy i s  provid ing  us  wi th  a meeting room, i t  seemed most e f f i c i e n t  t o  
s imply l e t  everyone make t h e i r  own arrangements.  Judy Flamenbaum, t h e  Coffeens,  
and t h e  Wiedenkel ler ' s  are p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  p l ans  f o r  a d e a l e r  s e s s i o n  i n  
a s s o c i a t i o n  w i th  t h e  meeting. A l l  o f  t h e  arrangements  a r e  being made by t h i s  
Dealers Committee and I expect  t h a t  t hey  w i l l  be d i s t r i b u t i n g  information t o  t h e  
d e a l e r  members i n  t h e  near  f u t u r e .  Anybody wishing informat ion  about  a s p e c i a l  
Dealer s e s s i o n  i n  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i th  t h e  meeting should c o n t a c t  e i t h e r  t h e  
Wiedenkel lers  ( te lephone  617-267-9313), o r  t h e  Coffeen 's ( t e l ephone  914-478-2594). 

I hope t h a t  we have as s u c c e s s f u l  a meeting as we d i d  du r ing  our  s e s s i o n  a t  t h e  
Smithsonian. Remember we sti l l  have a space  f o r  one more speaker ,  i f  anyone is 
i n t e r e s t e d .  

P lans  a r e  a l r eady  i n  progress  f o r  t h e  next  meeting, which w i l l  b e  run  by Lar ry  
Vincent.  Please no te  t h a t  L a r r y ' s  new addres s  is  26326 SE 31s t  S t r e e t ,  I s saquah ,  
Washington 98027, Telephone Number (206) 391-5557. Lar ry  is p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  
p l a n s  f o r  t h e  meeting and has  no t  y e t  chosen a f i n a l  da t e .  We expec t  t h a t  it w i l l  
b e  i n  1988 sometime dur ing  Apr i l  o r  May. Could anyone p l e a s e  l e t  me know i f  t h e r e  
a r e  any c o n f l i c t s  du r ing  t h e  fo l lowing  da t e s :  Apr i l  1 5 t h ,  22nd, 29 th ,  May 1 3 t h ,  
20th.  We w i l l  choose one o f  t h e s e  d a t e s  f o r  t h e  meeting and i f  I hea r  o f  no 
c o n f l i c t s  from anyone t h e  choice  w i l l  be somewhat a r b i t r a r y .  The most l i k e l y  
d a t e ,  as t h i n g s  now s t a n d ,  w i l l  b e  e i t h e r  Apr i l  1 5 t h ,  A p r i l  29 th ,  May 1 3 t h  o r  May 
20th.  Please l e t  me know i f  any o f  t h e s e  d a t e s  p re sen t  a problem which is l i k e l y  
t o  involve  a number o f  t h e  membership. 

We have some wonderful news concerning t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  P ro fe s so r  Pengel ley.  
Although we w i l l  con t inue  t o  pub l i sh  segments o f  h i s  Guide t o  Medical Museums, I 
am d e l i g h t e d  t o  announce on h i s  beha l f  t h a t  "A T r a v e l e r s  Guide t o  t h e  H i s to ry  o f  
Biology and Medicinew is a v a i l a b l e  a t  $12.50 from: The Trevor H i l l  Press, P.O. 
Box 1851, Davis,  C a l i f o r n i a  95617-1851 U.S.A. Res idents  of  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  
except  C a l i f o r n i a ,  should remit $14.00 which i n c l u d e s  packing and postage.  Resi- 
d e n t s  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  should remit $14.75 which i n c l u d e s  a 6% C a l i f o r n i a  sales t a x .  
Res idents  o f  Canada should remit $14.00 i n  U.S. currency by World Money Order and 
I assume t h a t  r e s i d e n t s  o u t s i d e  t h e  United S t a t e s  should s i m i l a r l y  pay i n  U.S. 
d o l l a r s .  P ro fe s so r  Pengel ley was kind enough t o  l e t  me have an e a r l y  volume o f  
t h e  book and it is  e x c e l l e n t .  It c o n t a i n s  a l l  o f  t h e  material which has  s o  far 
appeared i n  t h e  Newsletter and much more. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  it has  been t h o u g h t f u l l y  
publ i shed  i n  a smal l  compact s i z e  which e a s i l y  f i ts  i n t o  t h e  pocket and can be  
c a r r i e d  about .  I recommend it h igh ly  t o  anyone i n  t h e  membership who t r a v e l s  a t  
a l l .  I t h i n k  it w i l l  be o f  g r e a t  va lue  i n  seek ing  o u t  p l a c e s  o f  i n t e r e s t  as you 
move about .  

Another item which has  been brought  t o  my a t t e n t i o n  by Brian Altonen is t h e  
opening o f  t h e  American Adver t i s ing  museum i n  Po r t l and .  People seek ing  f u r t h e r  
in format ion  about  t h e  American Adver t i s ing  Museum can c o n t a c t  Sarah Paulson,  
Execut ive D i r e c t o r ,  9 NW Second Avenue, Po r t l and ,  Oregon 97209, Telephone (503) 
AM-0000, o r  a l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  I assume you can write d i r e c t l y  t o  Brian a t  1604 SE 
41s t  S t r e e t ,  Po r t l and ,  Oregon 97214. Brian is planning t o  put  t o g e t h e r  something 
r e l a t e d  t o  medical h i s t o r y  f o r  t h e  Adver t i s ing  Museum. 

There a r e  a few o t h e r  s p e c i f i c  items o f  i n t e r e s t  concerning t h i s  Newslet ter .  
Douglas A. A r b i t t i e r ,  who has  been a s t u d e n t  member o f  t h e  group,  ha s  j u s t  been 
accepted  t o  medical school  and is planning t o  pursue h i s  i n t e r e s t  w i th  f u r t h e r  



enthusiasm. I n  t h i s  r ega rd ,  he  has  r e c e n t l y  acqu i red  a s u r g i c a l  set which appears  
t o  be  i n  a homemade box wi th  ivory  handled ins t ruments  and t h e  d a t e  1881 w r i t t e n  
on t h e  box. The ins t ruments  a r e  stamped "Helmold". Douglas has  t r i e d  t o  seek  o u t  
in fo rmat ion  about  t h i s  manufacturer and has  been unsuccess fu l .  He wonders i f  any 
o f  t h e  membership have e v e r  heard of  such  a manufacturer  and,  i f  s o ,  could they  
p l e a s e  l e t  u s  know more about  it. Also wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  manufacturers ,  Te r ry  
Hambrecht has  c a r r i e d  o u t  a n i c e  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  on George Tiemann and Company. 
S ince  a l l  of t h e  American c o l l e c t o r s  a r e  q u i t e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  Tiemann ins t ruments ,  
h i s  l i t t l e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Tiemann Company should be of  va lue  t o  a l l  and is 
included in t h i s  Newslet ter .  

For t h e  f i r s t  t ime s i n c e  we began t h e  News le t t e r s ,  I have n o t  included any i t ems  
i n  t h e  "Can You I d e n t i f y n  column. Th i s  simply is a r e s u l t  of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I have 
n o t  r ece ived  any submissions from t h e  membership. I n  o r d e r  f o r  t h i s  column t o  be 
u s e f u l ,  I need t o  r e c e i v e  bo th  i n q u i r i e s  and answers from members of  t h e  group. A 
number o f  t h e  i tems which have been i n  t h e  "Can You I d e n t i f y f f  column have been 
mine and I am running o u t  o f  such i tems.  P l e a s e ,  i f  you have something which 
would be i n t e r e s t i n g  f o r  t h e  group t o  i d e n t i f y ,  submit it t o  me. The b e s t  format 
f o r  t h e  submission is a b lack  and whi te  photo, p r e f e r a b l y  3" x 5", o r  4" x 6", 
wi th  good c o n t r a s t  and good r e s o l u t i o n ;  two o r  t h r e e  views g e n e r a l l y  a r e  h e l p f u l .  
Also i n  t h i s  r ega rd ,  a l though  I have included i n  t h e  P a t e n t  column an ins t rument  
submit ted  by David Coffeen, he  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  only  c o n t r i b u t o r  t o  t h i s  column 
excep t  f o r  Audrey Davis. I am running o u t  o f  p a t e n t  models and i f  any o f  you have 
p a t e n t  models p l e a s e  send me b lack  and whi te  photos and photocopies o f  t h e  p a t e n t s  
s o  t h a t  we can keep t h i s  column going. 

Another new c o n t r i b u t o r  t o  t h e  Newslet ter  is Mery Gi ra rd ,  who has  s e n t  u s  some 
in fo rmat ion  about  t h e  sphygmograph. Once a g a i n  Alex Peck has  submit ted  an i n t e r -  
e s t i n g  a r t i c l e  on medical  h i s t o r y  and we have a s e c t i o n  from Professor  Pengel ley .  
I have a l s o  included a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  a c o l l e c t o r  which I encountered whi le  brows- 
i n g  through t h e  Mayo Alumnus p u b l i c a t i o n  t h i s  summer. The Foundation has  been 
kind enough t o  g r a n t  me permission t o  reproduce t h e  a r t i c l e ,  which is q u i t e  i n t e r -  
e s t i n g .  

Another event  which probably w i l l  have a l r e a d y  taken p l a c e  by t h e  t ime most o f  t h e  
members r e c e i v e  t h i s  Newslet ter ,  is an  a u c t i o n  a t  C h r i s t i e ' s  t h i s  month which w i l l  
c o n t a i n  a number of  l o t s  o f  medical  and medical - re la ted i tems.  I am d e l i g h t e d  t o  
s e e  one of t h e  major a u c t i o n  houses i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  f i n a l l y  t a k i n g  some 
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  needs o f  medical  c o l l e c t o r s .  

Once aga in ,  if any of you have anything of i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  membership p l e a s e  w r i t e  
t o  me. Although it may be  impossible  f o r  me t o  answer a l l  t h e  l e t t e r s  immedi- 
a t e l y ,  I t r y  t o  answer them a l l  sooner o r  l a t e r  and I c e r t a i n l y  g e t  t h e  m a t e r i a l  
i n t o  t h e  Newslet ter  as promptly as poss ib le .  We need your suppor t  f o r  t h i s  group 
t o  be a r e a l  success .  I am look ing  forward t o  a good t u r n o u t  a t  t h e  meeting i n  
New York and look forward t o  any sugges t ions  t h a t  any of  you may have i n  improving 
t h e  use fu lness  o f  t h i s  group. 

P lease  remember t o  submit your renewal dues  as soon as p o s s i b l e  i n  o r d e r  t o  main- 
t a i n  t h e  c o n t i n u i t y  of membership. I n  t h e  meantime, b e s t  wishes f o r  a happy h o l i -  
day t o  everyone and I look  forward t o  s e e i n g  many of  you a t  t h e  meeting a t  t h e  New 
York Academy of  Medicine on May 8th .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  
M. Donald Blaufox, M.D., Ph.D. 
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Gout i n  C a r i c a t u r e  
Richard Wedeen, M.D. 

TO BE ANNOUNCED 

BRING ITEMS FOR SHOW AND TELL 



CAN YOU IDENTIFY T H I S  

M a t e r i a l  : 

Maker: 

Presumed Use : 

Date: 

NO ONE HBS SUBMITTED TO T H I S  COLUMN 

DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING? 

I t h i n k  t h i s  is a :  

From : 

P l e a s e  r e t u r n  t o  M. Donald B l a u f o x ,  M.D.,  Ph.D. 



TBE I? AREY SPHYGEOGRAPB 

R e c o r d s  t h e  p u l s e  wave r ;  v a r i a t i o n . ;  ir-om t h e  f r o m  t h e  r a d i a l  
a r t e r y .  

I E  c o n s i s t s  o r  a sp r !~ng  o n  one  s i d e  r e s t i n g  s e c u r e l y  o n  
t-hc a r t e r y ,  a n d  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s ide  a c ~ ~ . ~ a t - l n g  ci s e n s i t i v e  
l e v e r  c o n n e c t e d  t.o a u r l t i n g  t i p .  

S m o k e  d a r k e n  p a p e r  s t - r l p s  here u s z d  f o r  r e c n r d i - n g  

R e f : L a r r o u s s e  M e d i c a l  I i l u s t r e  1925,  p . 9 0 1 .  
A D a v i s ,  M e d e c i n e  a n d  i t s  T e c h n o l ~ g y ,  Greenwood p r e s s ,  

1 S 8 i ,  p 1'25--I?'/. 

N o r m a l  a d u l t  p u l s e  
s p h y g m o y r a p h i c  t r a c i n g  

G e r i a t r i c  p u l s e  

A o r ~ i c  L n s u r r l c l e n c y  

A o r t i c  s t e n o s i s  

M i t r a l  i s u l f  i c i e n c y .  



Historical Images of the Drug Market-VI 
by  William H. Helfand 

THE New York Quinine and Chemical 
Works Ltd. illustrated examples of their ma- 
jor products in an insert published in several 
pharmaceutical journals in 1896. The adver- 
tisement pictured not only raw materials that 
had been imported in bulk-coca leaves, raw 
opium, and cinchona bark-but also the 
alkaloids that were prepared from them and 
available for sale. At the top of the illustra- 
tion are various sized packages of cocaine 
hydrochloride, morphine sulfate, and quinine 
sulfate. The company became part of the 

S. B. Penick Co. in the 1940s, and today only 
morphine sulfate is currently in the firm's 
catalog. The advertisement is of more than 
routine interest because it illustrates the 
manner in which raw materials were received 
from their country of origin, probably Latin 
America for coca leaves and cinchona bark, 
and the Near East for opium. While the 
opium was shipped in wooden crates, the 
other two items arrived in New York in crude 
burlap. (Size of advertisement, 7% x 10% 
inches. Original in W. H. Helfand Collection.) 

Volume 27  (1981) No. 2 FROM: Pharmacy in History 
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Early Scientific Instruments 

David Coffeen, Ph.D. 
Yola Coffeen, Ph.D. 

7 August 1986 
Don Blaufox 
1300 Morris Park Avenue 
Bronx NY 10461 

Dear Don, 

Enclosed i s  a  photo and papers fo r  a  f i ne  medical patent  model 
presently i n  our stock . 
The inva l id  bed i s  made of mahogany with brass hardware, and measures 
lO+"x7+"x5~". I t  i s  designed with transverse s l a t s ,  cords, hinges, 
and locking, crankable r o l l e r  mechanism. The movements thus per- 
mit ted allow fo r  four sections of the bed t o  move independently to 
provide the g rea tes t  degree of comfort f o r  the p a t i e n t .  This ea r ly  
example of medical fu rn i tu re  i s  i n  very f i ne  condition with a l l  the 
o r ig ina l  s l a t s ,  hardware, and s t r i n g  i n t a c t ,  a  good example of 
American ingenuity.  

We enjoyed the Bullet in -- the a r t i c l e s  a re  i n t e r e s t i ng  and the 
informa t ion  i s  useful .  

Best regards,  

David 





r2- 

U NITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
I 

CHARLES T. MOORE, OF B E S O V O ,  PEYSSYLVASIA.  

I M P R O V E M E N T  IN I N V A L I D - B E D S T E A D S .  

dpeoificaclon f o r m i n g p a r t  of L e t t e r s  P a t e n t  S o .  191,068, d a t e d  M a r  25, 1377; a p p l i c n r ~ o n  n lea  
. March 10, 1877. 

To all rukom i t  may comer?~ :  
Be it kuomu that  I, CEARLES THOXAZ 

MOORE, of Reuovo, in the county of C l i ~ ~ t o r .  
aud Sta te  of P e n n q l r a n i a ,  have inveuted a 
new m d  In~proved Invalid-Bedstead, of which 
the f o l l o ~ i n g  is a specitic:~cio~~: 

Figure 1 is n plau vier .  Fig. 2 is a Ion$ 
tlltliual sectiou O I I  liue x x in Fig. 1. 

Similitr letters of reference indicate co r re  
s l ~ o u d i ~ ~ g  p m s .  

The object of this i n r e ~ ~ t i o n  is to provirlc 
i~ betlstcad lor i ~ ~ v a l i d s .  which c m  be ad.  
jr~strti i n  r:~rious posirions for the C O U W I I -  

iclrce ; ~ r i t l  colllfort of tile occul~arlt. 
I I I  the tlr;t\ri~ig, A is the frame of the bctl- 

etc:u!. \~Iiich is provi:letl n-ith a rrarrow sec- 
tio~l, B. of statio~~;tr:,. slats, atid it1 n-hich is 
placed a t  tile head elid a frame. C, havi l~g 
trallsrerse sl?ts a.  The euds of t h r  side 
11ieces of the said frame are uurretl (Ion-n- 
ward, for~nirigvtrrns b, and ears c a re  attached 
to the si~id side pieces, \rllich are ~ l i ro t ed  to 
the side 1)ieces of the betlsteatl-frame. 

Fritrl~es D i t ~ ~ t l  E are pivoted to the sides 
of the bedstead t'rauie llear the edge of the 
sc~ctiou I3. The frame E is conliectetl rritll 
the arms 6 of the frame C 11y rotls d. The 
friinie D is prori :ed ~ i t h  slats e, a t ~ d  wtll  
lo~ig  hiuges f, to which a foot-i)oartl, F, is at-  
t:lchetl. 

A shaft, G, este~lt ls  across the fr;tme ot' the 
bedste:~tl, in the sides of ~ l i i c h  it is journaletl. 
Zipm this shaft tlrurns g :we placed, aroontl 
wi~ich cortls h pass. The euds of these cords 

. . are i ~ t ~ a c h t d  to ol)posite c ~ ~ t l v  ot' the  frame C. 
Thr e l d s  of the  shaft G are square(l to re. 

w i r e  5 crank. 8, arrtl the wheels i. the uotches 
of n-hich are e~lgngetl 1)- bolts j, that  slide i n  
guiirtls attachyd LO she sitlev of the bedstead. 

Brackets k are hiuged to the foot of the 
b e d s t e a d - h u e ,  a~l t l  are of sutliccut leugth 
to support the edge ot' the frame D Then ic 
is iu 5 horizontal pos~tiuu. and the  brackets 
are thron-n oat  aL right nugles LO the foot of 
the bedstead. 

A cord, I .  runs through holes in the foot 
of the bedstead. and is actncled to the outer 
side cf the urackets for turning the brack- 

ets  outward, and a cord. 111, runs throrlcl~ 
hules i l l  the foot of the bedsccntl, :111t1 IS ; I [ .  
tachetl to the iuner side of the 1,raciicrs. 
which, beiug pulled, fultl the brwkers. 

The ua t t r e s s  used upou this betlsteatl is 
macie up of four sectious, ~ h i c i ~  are  1 1  in& 
together. 

EF turniog the shaft G ,  the t'rame C is 
raised a t  any desired itugle. allti the fr;llrie E, 
beiug conl~ectetl n-ith tht. arms b of' the f1,;11ut. 

C 1)). the rod, d, is mov(:CI 1101ru~i1rt1, i)et,illir 
tirlg the frame D aud fuot-boartl F tu take r he 
positiou showu i u  Fig. 2 .  

If it is required to raise the rralne C W I  i I t .  

out loveriug the t'rame r) a11t1 !he I)oani F. 
tht. l!racke.s k are thrown uut urlt1t.r t;!? 
board E', so its to e1lpay.r the etlze ot r i l t .  

R i ~ r i ~ e  1>, which sust,ai~ls the said fr.;lme nrrtl 
the foot-bui~rtl in a horizo~lc~rl pwiiciorl, wltile 
the t'rime E; is trrc to more dow~~v-al 'd  i ~ s  ibe- 
Pure. 

Tile bols j, by e u g a g i ~ ~ g  the liotchetl ~ h e e i  
i, retains the t ' ra~l~e  C i u  the tlesired j )o . s~ t~o~ t .  

The tlesigu ot' the l o ~ ~ g  hi11gt.s att;rclle:l t o  

the b o m l  E', aud the ears c,  attachetl to t i l t .  

frame C, i;j to 1)ermit the mattress to worr; O I I  

rts hinges, the pivots of the said eiIr.5 , I I I ( I  
I ~ i ~ ~ g e s  being i l l  l i~ ie  with tue h~ligea of the 
ma ttres*. 

H:trilig :bus described ruyir~reutiou, I c i<~ i r t~  
1s uew autl desire to secure b r  Letters Pa t -  
311 t- 

1. The co~nbiuatiou, i ! ~  all inrnlitl-bedstead, 
~ t '  the pivuted t'rarue C, having slats a, shat t  
3, drums g, rlocched rrhcels, aud re t a i l~ i~ ig .  
~ o l t  j, subscal~t~aily a s  llerelu show11 aud (It.- 
sc r ibd.  

2 .  TLe couibi~ratiou of the  betlstentl-t'ra~lie 
A. tixed scctiol~ E. pi!-oretl t r a u e  I), stel) I:, 
'riiluc E. rod> (1. al~t l  tralue C. subscL~uci,iii~- 
IS Iierelu siiowu auil described. 

3. The comb~riatiori ot the braclzts  ii. cords 
m, frame 1). autl bedste:ul-r'ra~ue A. s:ibst;~u- 

:ially a s  hereiu s h o ~ r t  nnll described. 
CHAlbLES T. UUURE. 
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F .  T e r r y  H a r n b r e c h t ,  M . D .  

Of t h e  c u r r e n t  f l m e r i c a n  s u r g i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t  m a K e r s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  
i n n o v a t i v e  a n d  r e s  i l e n t  h a s  b e e n  G e o r g e  T i e m n n  & C o m e a n y .  T h e  
f o u n d e r ,  G e o r g e  T i e m a n n ,  was b o r n  i n  1795 a n d  s t a r t e d  a C u t l e r y  
b u s i n e s s  a t  35 C h a t h a m  S t r e e t ,  Neu  YorK C i t y  i n  1826. I t  u a s  
l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  b a c K  o f  a  s t o r e  a n d  s p e c i a l  i z e d  i n  M K  i n g  K n i v e s ,  
f  o ~ K s ,  a n d  s c i s s o r s  .( 1) 

H i s  b u s i n e s s  was f i r s t  1  i s t e d  i n  t h e  1827 e d i t  i o n  o f  L o n g w o r t h  ' 5  New 
YorK C i t y  d i r e c t o r y  as w n  G ~ o r a e .  r u t l ~ r . .  25 T h a w  ( 2 ) .  Th i 2  
1  is t  i n g  c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  1830 w h e n  t h e  s p e l l  i n g  s f  h i s  n a m e  was 
c h a n g e d  t o  T i e m a n n .  I n  1831 t h e  1  i s t i n g  i n c l u d e d  a r e s i d e n c e  a t  253 
W i l l  i a m .  I n  1833 t h e  a d d r e s s  c h a n g e d  t o  63 C h a t h a m .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  
n o t e d  t h a t  i n  1835 a " c o l o r  m a n u f a c t u r e r "  was l i s t e d  b y  t h e  n a m e  o f  
T i e m a n n  & Co w h i c h  was s e p a r a t e  f r o m  G e o r g e  T i e m a n n ' s  c u t l e r y  
1  i s t  i n g .  

B e f o r e  M r .  T i e m a n n  b e g a n  maK i n g  s u r g i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  A m e r  i c a n  
s u r g e o n s  h a d  t o  i m p o r t  m o s t  o f  t h e i r  i n s t r u m e n t s  f r o m  E u r o p e .  I t  is 
n o t  c l e a r  u h e n  h e  f  i r s t  s t a r t e d  K t a K  i n g  s u r g i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  b u t  i t  
a p p e a r s  t h a t  h i s  p r i m a r y  e m p h a s i s  c h a n g e d  i n  1841 u h e n  h i s  1  i s t i n g  
was c h a n g e d  t o  T i e -  G ~ n r a ~ .  s l r r a i r d  i n q t -  F;? C h a w .  D o c t o r s  
c o u l d  v i s i t  t h e  s h o p ,  t a l K  t o  t h e  U O r K e r S ,  a n d  h a v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  m a d e  
t o  t h e  i r  s p e c  i f  i c a t  i o n s  .( 3 )  

The 1842 e d  i t  i o n  o f  L o n g u o r t h  ' s  d i r e c t o r y  i n c l u d e s  a n  a d v e r t  i s e m e n t  
f o r  ' G e o r g e  T i e m a n n ,  c u t l e r  a n d  s u r g i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t  m a K e r W  i n  t h e  
f r o n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  b o o K .  

I n  1843 t h e  c i t y  d i r e c t o r y  was p u b l  i s h e d  b y  J o h n  D o g g e t t ,  J r ,  b u t  
T i e m a n n  ' s  1  i s t  i n 9  r e m a i n e d  t h e  s a m e  .( 4 )  The 1846 e d i t  i o n  1  i s t e d  
b o t h  h i s  b u s i n e s s  a n d  h i s  h o m e  as 63 C h a t h a m  a n d  i n c l u d e d  h i s  a d  i n  
t h e  a p p e n d  i x  f o r  " s u r g  i c a l  a n d  d e n t a l  i n s t r u m e n t s  a n d  c u t l e r y  * 

T h e  p u b l  i s h e r  o f  t h o  d i r e c t o r y  a g a i n  c h a n g e d  i n  1852 t o  J o h n  
T r o w  .( 5 )  T i e m n n  ' s  1  ist  i n g  r e m a i n e d  u n c h a n g e d  u n t i l  1855 w h e n  i t  
b e c a m e  Tiemann G a o r a *  8. C n  q u r a .  i n q t .  G 3  Chatham 8. 44 F l d r  i d a p  
T h i s  u a s  t h e  f  i r s t  t i m e  h e  u s e d  " &  C s "  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  h i s  n i r r e .  He 
a l s o  a p p e a r e d  t o  h a v e  b e c o m e  m o r e  a f f l u e n t  as h i s  h o m e  a d d r e s s  
i h a n g e d  t o  252 A d e l p h i ,  G r o o ~ l y n .  

R p p a r e n t l y  t h e  b u s  i n e s s  b o o m e d  d u r  i n 9  t h e  C i v  i l  War  ( 1861-18655 as  
G e o r g e  T i e m a n n  d C o m p a n y  h a d  a F e d e r a l  c o n t r a c t  t o  s u p p l y  s u r g e o n ' s  
f  i e l d  c a s e s  .( 65 T h e  c o m p a n y  a l s o  f u r n  i s h e d  s e t s  t o  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  
S t a t e s  o f  f h n e r i c a ,  i n d i r e c t l y ,  t h r o u g h  c a p t u r e d  s u p p l  i e s .  O r .  
F e r d i n a n d  D a n i e l  , a C o n f e d e r a t e  s u r g e o n ,  t e l l s  o f  h i s  u n i t  c a p t u r  i n y  



M u n f o r d s u  i l l e ,  K e n t u c K y  a n d  o f  h i s  s t r  iK i n g  u p  a f r i e n d s h i p  u  i t h  a 
d e t a i n e d  U n i o n  s u r g e o n  f r o m  I n d i a n a  b y  t h e  n a m e  o f  D r .  F l a c K .  D r .  
F l a c ~  p r e s e n t e d  D r .  D a n i e l  u  i t h  h i s  T i e m a n n  c a s e  a n d  a s ~ e d  h i m  t o  
" p l e a s e  a c c e p t  i t  u  i t h  my c o w l  i m e n t s " .  B e f o r e  h a n d i n g  i t  t o  D r .  
O a n i e l  h e  s c r a t c h e d  D r .  F l a c K  o n  t h e  b r a s s  p l a t e  w i t h  h i ;  
K n i f e - b l a d e . ( 7 )  

I n  1 8 6 3  t h e  c o m p a n y ' s  a d d r e s s  i s  1 i s t e d  a s  6 3 ~ ,  b u t  t h e  
- - 1  ist  i n g  c h a n g e d  t o  57 C h a u a r n  & 3 4  F l d u .  i d l z ~  i n  t h e  1 3 6 4  e d i t  i o n  o f  

W i l s o n ' s  b u s i n e s s  d i r e c t o r y  o f  P l e w  Y o r U  C i t y  .C81 T h e  n e x t  c h a n g e  
d i d  n o t  o c c u r  u n t i l  1 8 8 6  w h e n  t h e  s t r e e t  n a m e  was a l t e r e d  d u e  t o  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t  i o n  o f  t h e  B r o o ~ l r n  B r  i d g e .  R l  t h o u g h  T i e m a n n  ' s  l o c a t  i o n  
u a s  t h e  s a m e  t h e  new a d d r e s s  was 1 0 7   par^ R o w . C 9 > .  O n e  c a n  
t h e r e f o r e  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  i n s t r u m e n t   its l a b e l l e d  35, 63 o r  67 
C h a t h a m  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War, b u t  i n s t r u m e n t s  
u i t h  1 0 7  P a r K  R o u  m a r K i n g s  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n .  

S o m e t i m e  b e f o r e  1 8 6 8  T i e m a n n   too^ h i s  n e p h e w ,  E d u a r d  P f s r r e ,  i n t o  
t h e  b u s i n e s s .  P f  a r r e  was f i r s t  a n  a p p r e n t  i c e  a n d  l a t e r  a n  
a s s o c  i s t e .  F r e d e r  i c K  S t o h l m a n n ,  a l s o  j o i n e d  t h e  f i r m  a n d  t h e  t h r e e  
men  f o r m e d  a p a r t n e r s h i p .  S t o h l m a n n  was m a r r i e d  t o  t h a  d a u g h t e r  o f  
J u l  i a  P f a r r e ,  T i e m a n n ' s  c o u s i n .  G e o r g e  T i e m a n n  d i e d  i n  1 8 6 8  a n d  t h e  
t w o  r e m a i n i n g  p a r t n e r s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  r u n  a g r o w i n g  b u s i n e s s .  - T h e  57 
C h a t h a m  S t r e e t  l o c a t i o n  u a s  t o o  s m a l l  f o r  b o t h  m a n u f a c t u r  i n 9  a n d  
s e l l i n g  s o  a f a c t o r y  was e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  8 1  a n d  83 B o e r u m  S t r e e t  i n  
B r o o K l y n .  T h i s  o c c u r r e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  G e o r g e ' s  d e a t h .  T h e y  a l s o  
o p e n e d  a b r a n c h  s t o r e  a t  1 0 7  E a s t  2 8 t h  S t r e e t  w h i c h  u a s  c a l l e d  " T h e  
U p t o u n  S t o r e "  a n d  u a s  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  o f f  i c e s  a n d  r e s i d e n c e s  o f  t h e  
bku Y o r K  C i t y  p h y s i c i a n s .  ( 3 )  

I 

O n e  o f  t h e  i n n o v a t  i o n s  t h a t  t h e  T i e m a n n  c o m p a n y  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  
Amer  i c a n  m e d i c  i n e  u a s  i l l u s t r a t e d  c a t a l o g u e s  u i t h  a r t i c l e s  b y  f a m o u s  
p h y s i c i a n s  d e s c r i b i n g  h o u  t o  u s e  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t s .  F o r  e x a m p l e  t h e  
1 8 7 2  s u r g i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t  c a t a l o g  h a s  a p a p e r  b y  A u s t i n  F l i n t ,  M.D. 
e n t i t l e d  P 2 . P e r c u s a i o n .  1 0 )  T h e  1 8 7 4  c a t a l o g  h a s  
a p a p e r  o n  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  o p h t h a l m o s c o p e  b y  J o n a t h a n  H u t c h i n s o n ,  
S u r g e o n  t o  t h e  L o n d o n  Hop  i t a l .  An a r t i c l e  u i t h  t h e  h i s t o r y  a n d  
c o n s t r u c t  i o n  o f  1  i t h o t r  i t e s  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  1 8 7 5  u r e t h r a l  i n s t r u m e n t  
c a t a l o g .  

T h e  z e n i t h  o f  T i e m a n n  c a t a l o g s  u a s  Th* A m - t - i r -  R r m u s n t a r i u m  
r h i r u r a  irum u h i c h  was i s s u e d  i n  1 8 7 9  u  i t h  a n  e n l a r g e d  e d i t  i o n  i n  
1 8 8 9 .  ( 1 1 , 1 2 )  T h e  l a t t e r  h a s  846 p a g e s  a n d  4 4 1 4  i l l u s t r a t i o n s .  
G r e a t l y  e x p a n d e d  a r t i c l e s  a r e  i n c l u d e d  o n  t h e  u s e  o f  many  o f  t h e  
s e v e r a l  t h o u s a n d  i n s t r u m e n t s  u h  i c h  a r e  o f f e r e d .  

T h e  c o m p a n y  m e t  u i t h  h a r d  t i m e s  i n  t h e  1 3 2 0 ' s  a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  
d e p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  1 3 3 0 ' s .  I n  1 3 2 1  t h e  1 0 7  F a r K  Row s t o r e  was c l o s e d  
a n d  o n l y  t h e  1 0 7  E  2 8 t h  S t r e e t  ; t o t - . e  w a ~  r r ~ a l n t s i t l e d .  I n  1 3 3 2  t h e  
c o r n p a n y  h i t  r o c K  b o t t o m  a n d  m u s t  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  r e c o r d s  w e r e  l o s t  
w h e n  a p i p e  b r o K e  i n  t h e  b z s e r n e n t  o f  t h e  ; t o r e . (  1 )  

R i c h a r d  B e y e r ,  a n  e m p l o y e e  o f  t h e  c o r n p a n y  f r o m  1 3 3 5  u n t i l  1 3 8 2  
s t a t e s  t h a t  ' W o r l d  War  1 1  m i g h t  h a v e  h e l p e d  b r i n g  t h e  c o r w a n y  t a c r . ,  
b u t  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  d e s c e n d e n t s  o f  t h e  P f a r r e  f z m i l y ,  E d g a r  P f a r r e  a n d  



J . H a l s t e d  B r o u n ,  d i d  n o t  p r o v i d e  t h e  p r o p e r  m a n a g e m e n t .  17n o u t s i d e  
p a r t y ,  131 I a n  D o y l e ,  was b r o u g h t  i n t o  t h e  c o m p a n y  t o  p r o v i d e  n e e d e d  
m a n a g e r  i a l  a s s i s t a n c e .  He g a i n e d  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  c o m p a n y  b u t  l a t e r  
s o l d  h i s  s t o c K  t o  J .  H a l s t e d  B r o u n . .  U n d e r  B r o u n ' s  c o n t r o l  t h e  
c o m p a n y  b e g a n  t o  g r o u . "  < 3)  

I n  1 9 6 8  B r o u n  s o l d  h i s  c o n t r o l  1  i n g  i n t e r e s t  t o  t u o  l o n g  t e r m  
e m p l o y e e s ,  C a r l  H o f s t r o m  a n d  B e y e r .  A f t e r  1 4 2  y e a r s  n o  d e s c e n d a n t  
o f  G e o r g e  T i e m a n n  u a s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  o w n e r s h i p  o r  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  
c o m p a n y .  

The c o m p a n y  a g a i n  c h a n g e d  h a n d s  i n  1 9 8 2  u h c n  H o f s t r o m  a n d  B e y e r  s o l d  
t h e i r  s t o c ~  h o l d i n g s  t o  t h e  Gr imm & N o r t o n  C o . ,  a f a m i l y  c o r p o r a t i o n  
o w n e d  b y  C o r n e l  i u s  Mor i a r t v  S r .  a n d  h i s  f o u r  s o n s ,  N e a l ,  S t e u e ,  
K e n n y  a n d  R i c h a r d .  T h e  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r o w  i d e  c o m p l e t e  
s a l e s  a n d  s e r v i c e  as  I c a n  p e r s o n a l l y  a t t e s t .  I s e n t  t h e m  a b a d l y  
d a m a g e d  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  T i e m a n n  b o n e  f o r c e p s  w h i c h  t h e y  e x p e r t l y  
r e p a i r e d  t o  n e a r  o r  i g  i n a l  a p p e a r a n c e .  T h e y  d i s p l a y  t h e  i r  
i n s t r u m e n t s  a t  m e d i c a l  a n d  s c  i e n t  i f  i c  m e e t i n g s  a n d  a r e  a l w a y s  
u i l l i n g  t o  s h a r e  t h e i r  K n o w l e d g e .  T h e i r  c u r r e n t  c a t a l o g  s t i l l  s h o u s  
a f e u  i n s t r u m e n t s  w h i c h  h a v e  c h a n g e d  1  i t t l e  s i n c e  t h e  C i v i l  War s u c h  
as  S a t t e r l e e ' s  a m p u t a t i o n  s a u ,  b u t  many o f  t h e i r  i n s t r u m e n t s  a r e  
d e s i g n e d  f o r  s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t  p r e c i s i o n  m i c r o s u r g e r y .  

A l t h o u g h  t h e  c o m p a n y  p r e s e n t l y  i m p o r t s  m o s t  o f  i t s  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  i t  
s t  i l l  maKes  a f e u  o f  t h e m .  G e o r g e  T i e m a n n  & C o .  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  
h e a l t h y  a n d  g r o w i n g  a t  i t s  n e u  a d d r e s s :  8 4  Newtown P l a z a ,  P l a i n u  i e w ,  
N.Y. 1 1 8 0 3 .  I u i s h  t h e m  t h e  b e s t .  

A c n o u l  e d g e m e n t s  

T h e  a u t h o r  u o u l d  l i K e  t o  e x p r e s s  h i s  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  R i c h a r d  B e y e r ,  
R i c h a r d  F b r i a r t y ,  a n d  K e n n e t h  M o r i a r t y  o f  G e o r g e  T i e m a n n  & C o .  a n d  
P a u l  C o h e n  o f  t h e  Neu-YorK H i s t o r  i c a l  S o c i e t y  f o r  t h e i r  a s s i s t a n c e  
i n  p r e p a r  i n g  t h  is h  i s t o r y  . 

1 .  ) B e y c r  , R i c h a r d ,  P e r s o n a l  Commun i c a t  i o n  

2 . )  L o n g u o r t h ' s  A m e r i c a n  A l m a n a c ,  New Y o r ~  R e g i s t e r  a n d  C i t y  
D i r e c t o r y  ( f o r  t h e  y e a r s  1 8 2 6 - 1 8 4 2 ) .  

3 . )  B e y e r ,  R i c h a r d ,  " G e o r g e  T i e m a n n  & C o . ,  A  S l  i g h t  H i s t o r y "  
C u n p u b l  i s h e d ) .  

4 . )  T h e  Neu YorK C i t y  a n d  C o - p a r t n e r s h i p  D i r e c t o r y ,  J o h n  D o g y e t t ,  
J r .  ( f o r  t h e  h e a r s  1 8 4 3 - 1 3 4 3 ) .  

5 . )  T h e  D i r e c t o r y  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  P k w  Y o r K ,  C o m p i l e d  L y  H e n r y  Ldils.orl ,  
J o h n  T r o w  P u b 1  i s h e r ,  New ' r ' o r ~  C i t y  ( f o r  t h e  y e a r s  1 8 5 2 - 1 8 5 9 )  

6 .  ) L o r d ,  F r a n c i s  a,, C i v i l  W a r  C o l l e c t o r ' s  E n c y c l o p e d i a ,  C a s t l e ,  
S e c a u c u s  , N. J .  1 3 8 2 ,  p  .342.  



7 . )  Dan  i e l  , F e r d  i n a n d  E., R e c o l  1  e c t  i o n s  o f  A  R e b e l  S u r g e o n ,  C l  i n  i c  
Pub  l i s h  i n g  Co . , Ch i c a g o  , 138 1 ,  p . 7 4  

8 . )  W i l s o n ' s  B u s i n e s s  D i r e c t o r y  o f  N e u  Y o r K  C i t y ,  J o h n  F .  T r o u ,  
P r  i n t e r  a n d  P u b 1  i s h e r .  C f o r  t h e  y e a r s  1860-186s) 

9.) T h e  D i r e c t o r y  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  New Y o r K ,  C o m p i l e d  b y  H e n r y  W i l s o n ,  
John  T r o w  Futl i s h e r . ,  New  for^ C i t y  C f o r  t h e  relrs 1966-1887). 

10 . )  C a t a l o g u e  o f  S u r g i c a l  I n s t r u m e n t s ,  Geo .  T i e m a n n  8 C o .  67 
C h a t h a m  S t r e e t ,  Neu  Y o r K  , 1872. 

1 1 .  ) T h e  Amer i c a n  A rmamen ta t -  i u m  C h r u r g  i c u m ,  G e o r g e  T i e m a n n  & Co .  67 
C h a t h a m  S t r e e t ,  New Y o r K ,  1879. 

1 2 . )  T h e  A m r  i c a n  A r m a m e n t a r  i u m  Ch i r u r g  i c u m ,  G e o r g e  T i e m a n n  & Co.  
107 P a r K  R o u ,  EIew Y o r K ,  1883 
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Phi lade lph ia ,  15 th  Feb. ,  1863 
[ J e f f e r son  Medical  Col lege]  

D e a r  Wife: 

Did  I s ay  any th ing  a b o u t  my i n s t rumen t s  when  I l a s t  wrote-I  h a v e  
fo rgo t t en .  I h a v e  o r d e r e d  a s e t  wor th  $75 in a l l  & I know t h e y  a r e  
f a r  b e t t e r  t h a n  any th ing  in  c e n t r a l  Michigan-at  l e a s t  t h e y  a r e  f a r  
b e t t e r  t h a n  any th ing  I have  s e e n  t h e r e  ... 
Affec t i ona t e ly  your  husband,  

Cha r l i e  

Dr .  Mrs. Sack r ide r  
Mason, Michigan 

I t  is  c lea r  i n  t h e  above  e x c e r p t  f rom D r .  S a c k r i d e r ' s  l e t t e r ,  
and  f rom t h e  many o t h e r  s u r v i v i n g  l e t t e r s  w r i t t e n  t o  h i s  
w i f e ,  t h a t  h e  p l a c e d  g r e a t  i m p o r t a n c e  on h a v i n g  i n s t r u m e n t s  
which  were " f a r  b e t t e r  t h a n  a n y t h i n g "  h e  w a s  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  
i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  Mich igan  t o  which  h e  would r e t u r n  and  resume 
h i s  p r a c t i c e .  What i n  h i s  m ind ,  a n d  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  h i s  
p a t i e n t s ,  meant  s u p e r i o r  i n s t r u m e n t s ?  Both  d o c t o r  a n d  p a t i e n t  
a l i k e  would  have  been  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  t h e  d o c t o r  h a v e  a 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  set a t  h a n d ,  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  t h e  l a t e s t  
i n n o v a t i o n s .  Whether c o n s c i o u s l y  o r  u n c o n s c i o u s l y ,  e a c h  
would h a v e  a l s o  c o u n t e d  i m p o r t a n t  t h e  ' l o o k '  o f  t h e  s e t .  

The p r o p e r  ' l o o k '  o f  a  s e l e c t i o n  o f  i n s t r u m e n t s  c o u l d  depend  
upon many f a c t o r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  and  c r a f t m a n s h i p  
employed t o  make t h e  o u t f i t .  Not s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  t h e  c o s t  
o f  a set  p l a y e d  a  r o l e  i n  c r e a t i n g  t h e  c o r r e c t  ' l o o k ' .  No t e  
t h a t  S a c k r i d e r ' s  main p o i n t  i s  t h a t  h i s  a m p u t a t i n g ,  t r e p h i n i n g ,  
and  mino r  s u r g e r y  k i t  o r d e r e d  w a s  "wor th  $ 7 5 . "  T h i s  r e l a t i v e l y  
h i g h  p r i c e  would i m p r e s s  h i s  w i f e ,  t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  a d o c t o r ,  
a n d ,  u n d o u b t e d l y ,  t h e  f r i e n d s  and  p a t i e n t s  back  i n  Mich igan  
t h a t  s h e  would t e l l .  S a c k r i d e r ' s  t h i n k i n g  i s ,  i n  p a r t ,  t h a t  
h a v i n g  i n s t r u m e n t s  " f a r  b e t t e r  t h a n  a n y t h i n g  [ h e  h a d ]  e v e r  
s e e n  [ i n  c e n t r a l  Mich igan ] "  would e n h a n c e  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  
and p r a c t i c e ,  h e n c e  a l l o w i n g  f o r  a g r e a t e r  i ncome ,  a  p o i n t  
o f  s e e m i n g l y  paramount  i m p o r t a n c e  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  numerous  
l e t t e r s .  I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  ' p r e s e n t a t i o n '  t h a t  h i s  i n s t r u m e n t s  
would make would pay g r e a t  d i v i d e n d s .  

We do n o t  know e x a c t l y  what  S a c k r i d e r ' s  new set o f  i n s t r u m e n t s  



would h a v e  l o o k e d  l i k e ,  b u t  a n o t h e r  l e t t e r  p r o v i d e s  a s e c o n d  
c l u e  when h e  m e n t i o n s  o r d e r i n g  "a f u l l  set  o f  i n s t r u m e n t s  
o f  t h e  f i n e s t  q u a l i t y . "  F o r  t h e  $75 h e  s p e n t  o n e  c o u l d  h a v e  
p u r c h a s e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  a l a r g e  g e n e r a l  o p e r a t i n g  k i t  w i t h  
i v o r y  h a n d l e s .  B s imi l a r  g r o u p ,  b u t  w i t h  ebony  h a n d l e s ,  
w a s  a d v e r t i s e d  a t  a p r i c e  o f  $50 by t h e  N e w  York f i r m  o f  
Wade & F o r d .  Whi le  ebony -hand l ed  i n s t r u m e n t s  were d e  r i g u e u r  
i n  t h i s  p r e - s t e r i l i z a t i o n  p e r i o d ,  i v o r y  h a n d l e s  were more 
e x o t i c ,  a r g u a b l y  more handsome,  and  c e r t a i n l y  more e x p e n s i v e .  
I f  t h e  ' p r e s e n t a t i o n '  o f  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t s  w a s  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  
t o  t h e  c u s t o m e r ,  i v o r y  was a n  a p p e a l i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  e b o n y .  
The same p o i n t  c a n  be  made r e g a r d i n g  c a s e s .  Mahogany was 
t h e  norm,  w h i l e  rosewood r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  e x p e n s i v e  o p t i o n .  
I n s t r u m e n t  m a k e r s ,  t o o ,  were aware o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n s  o f  q u a l i t y  
and  t h e  d u a l  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t s  t h e y  s o l d .  The " f i n e s t  
q u a l i t y "  sets a n d  c a s e s  must  h a v e  b e e n  p r i c e d  j u s t  h i g h  enough 
t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  image o f  e x c l u s i v i t y  and  t o  maximize  p r o f i t .  

Very f i n e  a n t i q u e  m e d i c a l  equ ipmen t  t o d a y  i s  o f t e n  t i m e s  
r e f e r r e d  t o  as b e i n g  o f  ' p r e s e n t a t i o n '  q u a l i t y .  The t i t l e  
acknowledges  t h a t  t h e  o v e r r i d i n g  r e a s o n  t h a t  e x c e p t i o n a l  
c a r e  was g i v e n  t o  t h e  making o f  t h e  p i e c e  w a s  s o  t h a t  i t  
would r e s u l t  i n  a  s t r o n g  a n d  p o s i t i v e  s t a t e m e n t  a b o u t  t h e  
owner  a n d ,  p o s s i b l y ,  t h e  g i v e r .  Having  set t h e  t o n e  o f  t h i s  
e s s a y ,  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  by e x a m i n i n g  s e v e r a l  
items wh ich  e x h i b i t  ' p r e s e n t a t i o n '  q u a l i t y ,  and  t h e n  move 
on  t o  o b j e c t s  o f  m e d i c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n  wh ich  d e m o n s t r a t e  a n o t h e r  
s i d e  o f  t h e  t heme .  Each i t e m  m e n t i o n e d ,  by d e f i n i t i o n ,  
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  v e r y  b e s t  and  rarest  o f  m e d i c a l  a r t i f a c t s .  

The s u r g i c a l  s e t  i n  F i g u r e  1. is  e x a c t l y  t h e  s o r t  t h a t  would 
h a v e  i m p r e s s e d  D r .  S a c k r i d e r  and  h i s  p a t i e n t s .  T h i s  example  
d a t e s  f r om t h e  1 8 6 0 s ,  t h e  same p e r i o d  t h a t  S a c k r i d e r  w a s  
b u i l d i n g  h i s  a r m a m e n t a r i a ,  and  i t  s t i l l  d i s p l a y s  a v e r y  h i g h  
s t a n d a r d  o f  materials  and  c r a f t s m a n s h i p  y e t  a c e n t u r y  a n d  
more l a t e r .  The f i r m  o f  G o u l d i n g  & C o . ,  N e w  York ,  b r o k e r e d  
a f i n e  m a r r i a g e  o f  p o l i s h e d  s tee l  and  b e a u t i f u l l y - w o r k e d  
i v o r y .  And, o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  b r a s s - b o u n d  case i s  rosewood .  

G e n e r a l  o p e r a t i n g  k i t s  o f  t h e  G o u l d i n g  t y p e  a p p e a r  t o  u s  
t o  be  t o o  f i n e  and  r a r i f i e d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  f o r  t h e  b u s i n e s s  
o f  a m p u t a t i n g ,  t r e p h i n i n g ,  e t c .  I n d e e d ,  u n d e r  c e r t a i n  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h e i r  r a i s o n  d ' e t r e  was f o r g o t t e n .  A s imi la r  
G o u l d i n g  se t  i s  i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  H a r t f o r d  M e d i c a l  
S o c i e t y ,  a n d  i t  is  s t a t e d  t o  h a v e  been  u s e d  by a s u r g e o n  
i n  t h e  American C i v i l  War (1861 -1865 ) .  I f  s o ,  i t  i s  l i k e l y  
t h a t  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t  o f  t h e  s e t ,  as opposed  t o  a n  
ebony-handled  s e t ,  would  have  been  money w a s t e d  on  t h e  
n o n - d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  and  non-pay ing  m i l i t a r y  wounded. 

The c o n c e p t  o f  ' p r e s e n t a t i o n '  q u a l i t y  i s  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  
s u r g i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s .  N e a r l y  e v e r y  area o f  h e a l t h  care c a n  
s h a r e  a p o r t i o n  of  t h e  c la im.  A good example  t o  make t h e  
p o i n t  is  t h e  t u r n e d - i v o r y  S t o k e s '  model monau ra l  s t e t h o s c o p e  
i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  F i g u r e  2 .  H e r e ,  a g a i n ,  w e  see t h e  u s e  o f  
e x o t i c  i v o r y  t o  d e n o t e  e x c l u s i v i t y  and  e x p e n s e .  T h e r e  i s  



a n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  s t e t h o s c o p e  which  sets i t  
a p a r t  and  s u g g e s t s  ' p r e s e n t a t i o n . '  The b e l l  o f  t h e  s t e t h o s c o p e  
h a s  b e e n  c a r v e d  w i t h  a  p o r t r a i t  o f  L a e n n e c  (1781-18261 ,  t h e  
i n v e n t o r  o f  t h e  s t e t h o s c o p e  a n d  a  l e g e n d  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  
a u s c u l a t i o n .  

The L a e n n e c - p o r t r a i t  s t e t h o s c o p e  is  c e r t a i n l y  no  o r d i n a r y  
p i e c e ,  b u t  mus t  h a v e  b e e n  c u s t o m - o r d e r e d  a n d  g i v e n  a s  a symbol  
o f  r e c o g n i t i o n  a n d  esteem t o  a d e s e r v i n g  c o l l e g e  o r  h o s p i t a l  
c o h o r t .  Here t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  ' p r e s e n t a t i o n '  h a s  b e e n  r e v e r s e d  
f r o m  t h e  e a r l i e r  comments ,  a s  i t  i s  t h e  g i v e r  o f  t h e  i t e m  
who i s  w i s h i n g  t o  make a n  i m p r e s s i o n  on  t h e  d o c t o r .  

F o r  whom was t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  S t o k e s  model  s t e t h o s c o p e  made? 
C o u l d  i t  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  eponym, W i l l i a m  S t o k e s  ( 1 8 0 4 - 1 8 7 8 )  
h i m s e l f ?  The s t e t h o s c o p e  i s  c o n t e m p o r a r y  w i t h  D r .  S t o k e s ,  
a n d  h e  is  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  o n e  o f  L a e n n e c ' s  mos t  a c c o m p l i s h e d  
f o l l o w e r s ,  s o  t h i s  t y p e  o f  s t e t h o s c o p e ,  w i t h  a  b u s t  o f  L a e n n e c ,  
i s  e s p e c i a l l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  a W i l l i a m  S t o k e s  c o n n e c t i o n .  
One c a n  o n l y  d ream i n  a  c l o u d  o f  s p e c u l a t i o n  a n d  c o i n c i d e n c e ,  
t h o u g h ,  no  d o u b t ,  S t o k e s  would  h a v e  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  g i f t  
o f  s u c h  a  f i n e  p i e c e .  

With some m e d i c a l  a r t i f a c t s  t h e  d e s i g n a t i o n  a s  a  p r e s e n t a t i o n  
p i e c e  s t a n d s  on  e v i d e n c e  more  f i r m  t h a n  m a t t e r s  o f  ma te r ia l s ,  
c r a f t s m a n s h i p ,  a n d  i c o n o g r a p h y .  The m a g n i f i c e n t  H . G .  Kern  
a n d  S .  S .  W h i t e  d e n t a l  c h e s t  i n  F i g u r e  3 .  is  s u c h  a n  i n s t a n c e .  
T h r e e  a s p e c t s  o f  t h i s  r e m a r k a b l e  c h e s t  s u g g e s t  ' p r e s e n t a t i o n . '  
The f i r s t  i s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  u s e d  t o  make t h e  
e n s e m b l e .  Here w e  n o t  o n l y  h a v e  i n s t r u m e n t s  w i t h  i v o r y  
h a n d l e s ,  b u t  e v e n  more e x o t i c  materials  are r e p r e s e n t e d .  
The m a k e r s  a d d e d  h a n d l e s  o f  c o r a l ,  o n y x ,  w a l r u s  t u s k  ( ? )  , 
a n d  m o t h e r - o f - p e a r l .  The  l a t t e r  w a s  c a r v e d  w i t h  i n t r i c a t e  
d e t a i l s  ( a  s p r e a d - w i n g  e a g l e  i s  a t  t h e  n e c k  o f  t h e  l a r g e  
m i r r o r ) ,  a n d  se t  w i t h  go ld -mounted  jewels. Some p a r t s  o f  
t h e  s t ee l  were c o v e r e d  w i t h  g i l t ,  a n d  t h e  rosewood  case was 
f u r t h e r  e m b e l l i s h e d  w i t h  i n l a i d  f r u i t w o o d .  The r e s u l t i n g  
v i s u a l  d i s p l a y  would  h a v e  s e n t  t h e  o w n e r ' s  c o l l e a g u e s  a n d  
p a t i e n t s  a l i k e  t o  t h e i r  Colmar  c a l c u l a t o r s  t o  estimate t h e  
v a l u e .  ( C o i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  D r .  S a c k r i d e r  a p p r e c i a t e d  Kern  
i n s t r u m e n t s ,  a n d  comments on  d e a l i n g  w i t h  M r .  Kern  i n  p e r s o n . )  
A se t  o f  t h i s  q u a l i t y  s o l d  i n  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  o f  $400 t o  
$500 i n  t h e  1 8 6 0 s )  w e l l  o v e r  t h e  y e a r l y  income o f  t h e  a v e r a g e  
p e r s o n .  

The s e c o n d  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  d e n t a l  c h e s t  w h i c h  s u g g e s t s  
' p r e s e n t a t i o n '  i s  t h e  g o l d  p l a q u e  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  l i p  o f  
t h e  l i d .  The p l a t e  is  i n s c r i b e d  w i t h  t h e  o w n e r ' s  name,  L l o y d  
Quinby  [ F i g u r e  4 . 1 .  I t  i s  n o t  uncommon t o  f i n d  a n  o w n e r ' s  
name e n g r a v e d  on t h e  u b i q u i t o u s  b r a s s  s t r i p  s e t  i n t o  t h e  
l i d  o f  c a s e d - i n s t r u m e n t s  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  I t  c a n  g e n e r a l l y  
b e  a s s u m e d ,  o t h e r  e v i d e n c e  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g ,  t h a t  t h e  o w n e r ,  
h i m s e l f ,  d i r e c t e d  t h a t  h i s  name b e  i n s c r i b e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  
t h a t  h e  p u r c h a s e d  t h e  case.  However,  t h e r e  are i m p o r t a n t  
d i f f e r e n c e s  e n c o u n t e r e d  w i t h  t h e  Q u i n b y  c h e s t .  The c a r t o u c h e  



se t  i n t o  t h e  l i d  is  a s  b l a n k  a s  a  c a r t o u c h e  i n  a  t e m p l e  o f  
Amenhotep I V .  Whoever p u r c h a s e d  t h e  se t  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  
common b r a s s  i n s e r t  was n o t  s u i t a b l e ,  a n d ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  r u i n  
t h e  l i d  by r e m o v i n g  t h e  i n s e r t ,  c h o s e  t o  a t t a c h  e l s e w h e r e  
a  more d e s i r a b l e  g o l d  p l a q u e .  T h i s  was p r o b a b l y  n o t  t h e  
work o f  L l o y d  Q u i n b y .  

The f i n a l  c l u e  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  d e n t a l  c h e s t  is  a  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  p i e c e  i s  a t r a d i t i o n  handed-down by t h e  Q u i n b y  
f a m i l y ,  which  c o n t i n u e d  t o  own t h e  c h e s t  u n t i l  1 9 8 5 .  A c c o r d i n g  
t o  t h e  f a m i l y ,  t h e  set  o f  d e n t a l  i n s t r u m e n t s  was g i v e n  t o  
D r .  Q u i n b y  i n  1 8 5 9  as  a  w e d d i n g  p r e s e n t  f r o m  Fanny R i n g g o l d ,  
h i s  Texan  b r i d e .  Born i n  Maine i n  1 8 2 8 ,  e d u c a t e d  i n  t h e  
l a t e  1 8 4 0 s  a t  t h e  B a l t i m o r e  C o l l e g e  o f  D e n t a l  S u r g e r y ,  a n d  
p r a c t i c i n g  i n  T e x a s  by 1 8 5 0 ,  a Q u i n b y  m a r r i a g e  t o  R i n g g o l d  
i n  1 8 5 9  is  q u i t e  p l a u s i b l e .  A p e n d i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by a  
g e n e a l o g i s t  s h o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  w e d d i n g  d a t e  a n d  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  
p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  b r i d e ' s  f a m i l y ,  t h u s  h e l p i n g  t o  s h e d  l i g h t  
o n  t h e  c o n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  Q u i n b y  d e s c e n d e n t s .  

With a r g u m e n t  s t r o n g  t h a t  t h e  Q u i n b y  d e n t a l  c h e s t  was p r e s e n t e d  
t o  h o n o r  t h e  o w n e r ,  t h e  p r o o f  f o r  t h e  n e x t  t h r e e  items t o  
b e  d i s c u s s e d  i s  i r r e f u t a b l e .  One c a n  abandon  c a u t i o n  s i n c e  
t h e y  e a c h  p o s s e s s  n o t  o n l y  q u a l i t y  material  a n d  workmansh ip  
a n d  c a r r y  t h e  name o f  t h e  o w n e r ,  b u t  a l s o  b e c a u s e  e a c h  is 
i n s c r i b e d  w i t h  a d e d i c a t i o n .  

F i g u r e  5 .  i l l u s t r a t e s  a n  e x c e e d i n g l y  f i n e  s i l v e r  s p r i n g  l a n c e t .  
E n g r a v e d  o n  i t s  s l i d e - p l a t e  i s :  Drs. Keeler & Groff/to/Dr. 
D.S. Shade,/A testimony of merit/and respect. What a w o n d e r f u l  
s e n t i m e n t .  The Annual Announcement of the Medical Department 
of the Pennsylvania College, Session of 1855-1856, l i s ts  
D a n i e l  S .  S h a d e  as a s t u d e n t ,  a n d  D r s .  Keeler a n d  G r o f f  a r e  
i n c l u d e d  as f a c u l t y  members a n d  S h a d e ' s  p r e c e p t o r s .  G i v e n  
a t  a t i m e  when b l o o d l e t t i n g  was s t i l l  c o n s i d e r e d  s o u n d  m e d i c a l  
p r a c t i c e  i n  America ( a  S a c k r i d e r  l e t t e r  o f  1 8 6 3  m e n t i o n s  
t h a t  h e  h a d  j u s t  p u r c h a s e d  a v a l v e d - c u p p i n g  s e t ) ,  t h e  s p r i n g  
l a n c e t  would  h a v e  made a f i t t i n g  a n d  u s e f u l  t o k e n  o f  r e g a r d  
t o  a w o r t h y  p u p i l .  No o t h e r  s i l v e r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  l a n c e t  is  
known t o  m e  o r  my c o l l e a g u e s .  

The g r e a t  Amer ican  m e d i c a l  e v e n t  o f  t h e  mid-19 th  c e n t u r y  
was t h e  t r a g i c  C i v i l  War. The care o f  t h e  c o u n t l e s s  c a s u a l t i e s  
o f  t h e  b l o o d y  r e b e l l i o n  p r o v e d  a n  i m p o r t a n t  t r a i n i n g  g r o u n d  
f o r  a  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  p h y s i c i a n s  a n d  s u r g e o n s .  I t  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  
many o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f r o m  
p a t i e n t s  a n d  c o l l e a g u e s  t o  d o c t o r s  o f  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t .  

Many s u r g e o n s  r e c e i v e d  p r e s e n t s  o f  s u r g i c a l  k i t s  i n s c r i b e d  
w i t h  g r a t e f u l  d e d i c a t i o n s .  Not s o  wel l -known a r e  t h e  o t h e r ,  
n o n - m e d i c a l ,  f o r m s  o f  p r e s e n t a t i o n  g i f t s .  One s u c h  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  g i f t  which  f a l l s  o u t s i d e  o f  wha t  o n e  would  
n o r m a l l y  c o n s i d e r  as  t y p i c a l  o f  a  m e d i c a l  p e r s o n ,  t h o u g h  
f i t t i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  w a r ,  i s  t h e  d r e s s  s w o r d .  The 
e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  i n s c r i b e d  s w o r d s  among t h e  ' f i g h t i n g '  o f f i c e r s  
w a s  a l s o  f o u n d  i n  t h e  r a n k s  o f  t h e  M e d i c a l  S t a f f .  



The s u r g e o n s  o f  t h e  U.S.  Army had  t h e i r  own r e g u l a t i o n  s w o r d ,  
t h e  Model 1840  Med ica l  S t a f f  sword .  Most s u r g e o n s ,  s u c h  
a s  Major P .H .  F l o o d  o f  E l m i r a ,  N e w  York ,  c a r r i e d  t h i s  mode l .  
Not c o n t e n t  t o  have  a  sword  w i t h  o n l y  t h e  Med ica l  S t a f f  
m a r k i n g s  on t h e  g r i p  and  b l a d e ,  Major  F l o o d  had  i n s c r i b e d  
h i s  name, r a n k ,  and  u n i t ,  t h e  1 0 7 t h  N e w  York V o l u n t e e r s .  
Nor d i d  t h i s  seem t o  s a t i s f y  t h i s  s u r g e o n ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  s e t t i n g  
h i s  sword a p a r t  w i t h  commentary on h i s  C i v i l  War c a r e e r .  
F l o o d ' s  sword  g o e s  f u r t h e r  t h a n  any  o t h e r  m e d i c a l  sword  known 
t o  m e ,  f o r  e n g r a v e d  i n  t w o  l i n e s  down t h e  l e n g t h  o f  o n e  s i d e  
o f  t h e  s c a b b a r d  a r e  1 5  b a t t l e  h o n o r s .  S t a r t i n g  w i t h  t h e  
1862  b a t t l e  o f  A n t i e t a m ,  t h e n  t o  t h e  ' 6 3  campa igns  o f  
C h a n c e l l o r s v i l l e  and  G e t t y s b u r g ,  t h e  t e l l i n g  i n s c r i p t i o n s  
march a l o n g  w i t h  S h e r m a n ' s  a c t i o n  t h r o u g h  G e o r g i a  i n  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  and  end  by l i s t i n g  t h e  b a t t l e s  o f  t h e  s p r i n g  
1865  wind down o f  t h e  War i n  t h e  C a r o l i n a s .  One g e t s  t h e  
i d e a  t h a t  F l o o d  was j u s t  i n  f u l l  s t r i d e ,  t h e  War c o n c l u d i n g  
b e f o r e  h e  c o u l d  t u r n  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  s c a b b a r d .  F l o o d  
r ema ined  i n  t h e  Army t h r o u g h  1 8 6 6 ,  and  would h a v e  had  ample  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b r o a d c a s t  h i s  a d m i r a b l e  s e r v i c e  r e c o r d  w i t h  
h i s  t r u s t y  ' t e x t '  by h i s  s i d e .  

A f i n e  example  o f  a  n o n - r e g u l a t i o n  sword  w i t h  a m e d i c a l  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  is t h e  sword i n  F i g u r e  6 .  Engraved  a c r o s s  t h e  
s c a b b a r d  i n  many rows i s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e d i c a t i o n :  T o / t h e  
b r a v e  and / f ea r l e s s / JAMES M .  MORRIS0N/Asst. S u r g e o n / U . S . ~ .  
P a .  V o l s . / l 8 6 2 . / F r o m  your/~raduating/class/University o f  
M a r y l a n d / l 8 5 9 .  /"WE ARE PROUD OF/YOU/JIMMY." A t  t h e  t i m e  
M o r r i s o n  w a s  A s s i s t a n t  Surgeon  t o  t h e  4 8 t h  Regiment  o f  t h e  
P e n n s y l v a n i a  V o l u n t e e r s ,  b u t  what h e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  t o  make 
h i s  g r a d u a t i n g  c l a s s  "PROUD" is  a m y s t e r y  a t  t h e  moment. 
I r o n y  abounds  i n  t h e  C i v i l  War; i n  1 8 6 3  Morrison was 
c o u r t - m a r t i a l e d .  So much f o r  s e n t i m e n t .  

A s  a  sword was a p a r t  o f  t h e  r e q u i r e d  d r e s s  o f  a l l  m e d i c a l  
o f f i c e r s  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War, t h e r e  is  a l o g i c  b e h i n d  i t s  
u s e  as a p r e s e n t a t i o n  p i e c e .  But  what  a b o u t  a p r e s e n t a t i o n  
s i l v e r  t r a y ?  The l a s t  i t e m  t o  b e  d i s c u s s e d  is  t h e  t e a  t r a y  
i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  F i g u r e  7 .  The t r a y  w a s  g i v e n  t o  Major  Alex  
B. M o t t ,  a Union s u r g e o n  and  t h e  s o n  o f  D r .  V a l e n t i n e  M o t t ,  
an  e m i n e n t  N e w  York p h y s i c i a n .  Alex  Mott h a s  a r i c h  C i v i l  
War c o n n e c t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  b e i n g  p r e s e n t  a t  L e e ' s  s u r r e n d e r  
t o  G r a n t  a t  Appomattox on 9 A p r i l  1 8 6 5 ,  which  ended  t h e  
c o n f l i c t  . 

A t  a n o t h e r  p o i n t  i n  M o t t f s  m i l i t a r y  career h e  had  been i n  
c h a r g e  o f  a  U.S.  Army h o s p i t a l  i n  N e w  York C i t y  known a s  
t h e  " L a d i e s  H o m e . "  F i r s t  o r g a n i z e d  by a g r o u p  o f  s o c i e t y  
l a d i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  M o t t ' s  m o t h e r ,  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l  
w a s  removed f rom t h e  f o u n d e r s  and w e n t  t o  D r .  M o t t ,  t h e n  
a  m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r .  T h i s  p r o b a b l y  d e l i g h t e d  M o t t ' s  m o t h e r ,  
b u t  i t  c a u s e d  a n  u p r o a r  among a f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s e n f r a n c h i s e d .  
A p p e a l i n g  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War, t h e y  s o u g h t  t o  have  Mott 
d i s m i s s e d  f o r  a l l e g e d  " f i n a n c i a l  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s . "  T h e i r  
l is t  o f  c o m p l a i n t s  r u n s  many p a g e s ,  and  t h e  o r i g i n a l  copy 
i s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s .  The p e t i t i o n  was p a s s e d  



on t o  Su rgeon  G e n e r a l  Hammond t o  a d j u d i c a t e .  A p p a r e n t l y  
d e c i d i n g  t h a t  s p i t e  w a s  t h e  m o t i v e ,  and  w i s h i n g  t o  have  t h e  
Med ica l  Depa r tmen t  i n  f i r m  c o n t r o l ,  Hammond backed  M o t t .  

C o m p l i c a t i o n s  a s i d e ,  Mot t  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  t h e  
h o s p i t a l  i n  a c o m p e t e n t  manner .  H e  d o e s  l o o k  c a p a b l e  and  
h a r d w o r k i n g  i n  a p o r t r a i t  made o f  him l a t e  i n  t h e  War [ F i g u r e  
8 . 1 ,  and  i t  w a s  a t  a b o u t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  tea  t r a y  w a s  
g i v e n  t o  him as a  t o k e n  o f  a p p r e c i a t i o n .  The c e n t e r  o f  t h e  
t r a y  is  i n s c r i b e d :  P r e s e n t e d / t o / S u r g e o n  A l e x  B.  Mott, U . S . V . /  
by t h e  non-commiss ioned O f f i c e r s  a n d  ~ r i v a t e s / P a t i e n t s  i n  
t h e  U. S .  G e n e r a l  H o s p i t a l / " L a d i e s  Homel'/under h i s  c h a r g e .  / 
New York ,  F e b r u a r y  1 7 t h ,  1865 .  The d o n o r s  must  have  t h o u g h t  
a t ea  t r a y  an  a p p r o p r i a t e  g i f t  t o  t h e  s o c i a l l y  p r o m i n e n t  
M o t t .  

T h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  e n d s  h e r e ,  h a v i n g  begun w i t h  D r .  S a c k r i d e r ' s  
p r i d e  i n  h i s  new Kern s u r g i c a l  s e t ,  and  f o l l o w i n g  a  p a t h  
f rom m e d i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s  t o  s w o r d s  and  tea  t r a y s .  S h o u l d  
any  r e a d e r  know o f  good a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  e s s a y ,  p l e a s e  d o  
c o n t a c t  t h e  a u t h o r .  

A l l  items d i s c u s s e d  a re  f rom t h e  r e c e n t  and  c u r r e n t  i n v e n t o r y  
o f  t h e  a u t h o r .  I n q u i r i e s  on t h e  r e m a i n i n g  items f o r  sa le  
and  t h e  many o t h e r  f i n e  m e d i c a l  a n t i q u e s  i n  s t o c k  are most  
welcome. 

Alex  Peck  
A n t i q u e  S c i e n t i f i c a  
POB 710  
C h a r l e s t o n ,  I L .  61920  USA 
PH: 217/348-1009 

NOTES ON SOURCES 

Most o f  t h e  t e x t  h a s  b e e n  d e r i v e d  f rom t h e  m a t e r i a l s  t h e m s e l v e s  
and  f rom t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  t h e  a u t h o r  i n  h a n d l i n g  s i m i l a r  
e x a m p l e s .  A s s i s t a n c e  w i t h  g e n e a l o g i c a l  and  a r c h i v a l  q u e s t i o n s  
came f rom Marie M e l c h i o r i ,  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  g e n e a l o g i s t .  D r .  
T e r r y  Hambrecht  w a s  k i n d  enough t o  h e l p  i d e n t i f y  D a n i e l  S .  
Shade  and  h i s  p r e c e p t o r s .  
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As e a r l y  as 1499 t h e r e  was a  confederat ion o f  t h e  peoples i n  what i s  now 
Swi tzer land ,  and t h i s  can be cons idered t h e  o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  modern Swiss s ta te .  
Desp i te  t h e  wars t h a t  have surrounded i t, and been aimed a t  it, Sw i t ze r l and  has 
remained remarkably independent, w i t h  t h e  excep t ion  o f  t h e  French conquest by 
Napoleon Bonaparte i n  t h e  e a r l y  19 th  century.  Th is  d i d  n o t  l a s t  long  however. 

Swi tze r land  has always been a  coun t r y  where var ious  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  and 
c u l t u r e s  have met, and i t s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  and achievements have been great .  
However, i t  would be h y p o c r i t i c a l  t o  regard  i t  as a  l ead ing  coun t r y  i n  sc ien-  
t i f  i c  development, never the less  t he re  a re  some th i ngs  t he re  o f  g r e a t  h i s t o r i c a l  
i n t e r e s t  i n  b i o l o g y  and medicine. The c a p i t a l  o f  t h e  con federa t ion  i s  Bern, b u t  
t h e r e  are o t h e r  impo r tan t  c i t i e s  f rom which v i s i t o r s  may more e a s i l y  o r i e n t a t e  
themsel ves. 

Loca t i on  , -  90 k i l ome te rs  n o r t h  o f  Bern 

T r a i n  - From Bern and o the r  c i t i e s  d i r e c t .  

Road - Take t he  N2 Autobahn n o r t h  f rom Bern. - 
Basel i s  a t  t he  p o i n t  where Swi tzer land,  Germany, and France meet, and i s  

a t  t h e  head o f  t h e  V a l l e y  o f  t h e  Rhine. Because o f  i t s  l o c a t i o n ,  Base1 has f o r  
a  long  t ime been a  crossroad of commerce. From ou r  p o i n t  of view, however, i t  
i s  o f  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  i n  t he  16 th  cen tu ry  Basel became t h e  foremost  p r i n t i n g  
c e n t r e  i n  t he  wor ld ,  and i t  was here i n  1543 t h a t  Andreas Vesal ius (see under 
Padua, I t a l y )  came t o  have p r i n t e d  h i s  g r e a t  anatomical  work, "De Humani 
Corpor i  s  Fabrics". Basel has s i nce  been superceeded by o t h e r  p r i n t i n g  cent res,  
b u t  f o r t u n a t e l y  Vesal ius l e f t  h i s  mark. 

Anatomi sches Museum 
Anatomisches I n s t i t u t  
Universitat  Base1 
Pestalozzistrasse 20 
Base1 

Opening Hours: Weekdays 10.00 - 16.00 

Th is  i s  a  teach ing  museum o f  anatomy, and can be seen o n l y  by permiss ion of 
t h e  d i r e c t o r  of t he  i n s t i t u t e .  However, t h i s  i s  u s u a l l y  granted, i f  i t i s  n o t  
i n  use. Of spec ia l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  museum i s  a  human ske le ton ,  which Andreas 
Vesa l ius  d issec ted  as a demonstrat ion f o r  medical  s tudents  when he v i s i t e d  Basel 
i n  1543, and then presented i t  t o  t he  u n i v e r s i t y .  I t  i s  perhaps t h e  o l d e s t  su r -  
v i v i n g  human d i s s e c t i o n  i n  t h e  world. It has been somewhat "beaten up" through 
t h e  cen tu r i es ,  b u t  there  i s  no doubt i t  i s  the  o r i g i n a l .  I t  i s  marked as 
f o l l o w s :  

"Mannliches S k e l e t t  das der Me i s te r  der Anatomie Andreas Vesal aijs 
Brussel  der  h i es i gen  U n i v e r s i t a t  schenkte a l s  e r  1543 s i c h  i n  Basel auf 
h i s l t ,  un den Druck seines grossen anatomischen Werkes zu Cesorgen." 



I n  t r a n s l a t i o n  t h i s  reads: 

"This  ske le ton  was given, by the  master o f  anatomy, Andreas Vesa l ius  of 
Brussels,  t o  t h i s  U n i v e r s i t y ,  when he s tayed i n  Base1 i n  1543 i n  o rde r  
t o  a t t end  t o  the p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  g rea t  anatomical work." 

Medizinhistorische Bib1 iothek 
Institut fiir Pathologie 
Schonbeinstrasse 40 
Universitat Basel 
Base 1 

This  i s  a  magn i f i cen t  medical  h i s t o r i c a l  l i b r a r y ,  and may be seen by per-  
m iss ion  of the  l i b r a r i a n .  It would be a p i t y  t o  miss i t  wh i l e  i n  Basel. 

GENEVA 

Locat ion  - 170 k i l ome te rs  south west o f  Bern 

T r a i n  - From Bern and o t h e r  c i t i e s  d i r e c t  - 
Road - From Bern take the N12, N9 and N 1  Autobahns v i a  Lausonne t o  Geneva. - 

Geneva i s  s i t u a t e d  a t  the  west end of Lake Geneva and i s  sa id  t o  have one of 
t h e  most b e a u t i f u l  l o c a t i o n s  of any c i t y .  It has a long c u l t u r a l  h i s t o r y ,  and 
i s  a  ve ry  p leasant  p l ace  t o  v i s i t .  

Musee d1Histoire des Sciences 
Villa Bartholoni 
128 rue de Lausanne 
1202 Geneve 

Opening Hours: D a i l y  14.00 - 18.00 from A p r i l  - October on ly .  There i s  no 
admi ss ion charge. 

Th i s  i s  a  smal l  b u t  e x c e l l e n t  museum of the  h i s t o r y  of science, s e t  i n  
b e a u t i f u l  grounds on the shores o f  Lake Geneva. -- Of i t s  many e x h i b i t s  two are  
of g rea t  i n t e r e s t  i n  the h i s t o r y  o f  medicine and b io logy.  

1. A very  complete and comprehensive c o l l e c t i o n  of microscopes and o t h e r  
o p t i c a l  inst ruments going back t o  the 17 th  -century .  There are a l so  o the r  phys i -  
c a l  inst ruments as w e l l .  

2. A good c o l l e c t i o n  o f  medical  inst ruments going back t o  t he  18 th  century .  
Also p a r t i c u l a r l y  f i n e  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  medical apparatus r e l a t e d  t o  h igh  a l t i -  
tudes, e a r l y  barometers, thermometers, hygrometers, etc.  

There are a lso  many o the r  s c i e n t i f i c  e x h i b i t s .  



Locat ion  - 120 k i lometers  nor theas t  o f  Bern 

T ra in  - From Bern d i r e c t  

Road - Take the  N2 Autobahn n o r t h  from Bern, and then branch on t o  the N 1  t o  - 
Zurich. 

The o r i g i n s  o f  Zur ich  go back t o  Roman times, b u t  more r e c e n t l y  i t  has 
become the  major commercial cen t re  o f  Switzer land, w i t h  a c u l t u r e  t o  match it. 

Medizinhistorisches Museum 
Universifat Zirich 
Riimi strasse 71 
Ziiri ch 

Openinq Hours: Mondays and Thursdays 14.00 - 17.00 
Saturdays 10.00 - 12.00 

There i s  a smal l-charge f o r  admission. Guide books and o the r  l i t e r a t u r e  
i s  ava i l ab le ,  some i n  Engl ish. Ramistrasse 71 i s  the  main b u i l d i n g  of 
t he  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Zur ich,  and the  h i s t o r i c a l  medical museum ( a l s o  c a l l e d  
"Oeffnungszeit Museum") i s  on the  4 th  f l o o r .  

I t  i s  r e a l l y  remarkable how few good h i s t o r i c a l  medical museums the re  are, 
b u t  t h i s  i s  c e r t a i n l y  one o f  them! I t  i s  large,  r i c h  i n  i t s  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  and 
the  e x h i b i t s  have been d isp layed by exper ts  w i t h  a " l o v i n g  hand". V i r t u a l l y  
every th ing  i s  i n  g lass  cases, e a s i l y  seen and c a r e f u l l y  labeled,  so t h a t  even a 
person w i t h  no medical knowledge can g e t  a g rea t  deal from the d isp lays.  I 
t h i n k  i t  important  t o  g i ve  an idea of the  comprehensiveness o f  t h i s  museum, so I 
w i l l  l i s t  some of the d isp lays.  

1. E a r l y  medicine i n  Afr ica.  

2. E a r l y  C h r i s t i a n  medicine. 

3.  Ancient  Egypt ian medicine, w i t h  copies of the Ebers papyrus and o the r  
medical  t r ea t i ses .  

4. Ancient  Peruvian medicine. 

5. Ancient  Roman medicine. 

6. Ske le ta l  models showing tremendous progress around 1550. 

7. Comparison o f  teaching models from 16th, 17th, and 18th centur ies .  

8. The switch of emphasis from anatomy t o  physio logy i n  the 19th century. 

9. Co l l ec t i ons  showing the  development of stethoscopes, sphygynomanometers, 
thermometers and many o the r  instruments. 





Col l e c t i o n s  o f  stomach pumps, sy r inges  and inst ruments used f o r  tapp ing  
i n  p l e u r i s y .  

Apparatus from p s y c h i a t r i s t s '  c l i n i c s  o f  t he  19 th  century .  

Superb c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  o l d  medical  books go ing back t o  t he  midd le  ages, 
which a re  d i  s p l  ayed. 

Comparison o f  t h e  anatomy o f  Vesal i u s  (1514-1564) (see under Padua, 
I t a l y )  and Eustachius (1524-1574) w i t h  ske le tons o f  t he  15 th  century .  
Th is  demonstrates a marked and sudden change f o r  t h e  b e t t e r  i n  t he  16th 
century.  

Su rg i ca l  ins t ruments of a l l  types from many cen tu r ies .  

Inst ruments f o r  t r e a t i n g  wounds. 

The development o f  c ru tches ,  a r t i f i c i a l  l imbs,  etc.  

H i  s t o r y  o f  anaesthesia apparatus. 

D isp lays  devoted t o  Lou i s  Pasteur  (see .a1 so under Arbois ,  Dole and 
P a r i s ,  France) and Joseph Lo rd  L i s t e r  (see a l s o  under Glasgow, Scot land) .  

E a r l y  x - ray  apparatus and photographs. 

Inst ruments and i l l u s t r a t i o n s  f o r  c a t a r a c t  operat ions.  

Development o f  spectac les i n  t h e  18 th  and 19 th  cen tu r ies .  

E a r l y  I r o n  Lungs. 

Ex tens ive  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  den ta l  ins t ruments.  

D isp lays  i l l u s t r a t i n g  t he  development o f  o b s t e t r i c s ,  i n c l u d i n g  l y i n g - i n -  
rooms and c h i  l d - b i r t h  cha i rs .  

H i s t o r y  o f  g o i t e r .  

H i s t o r y  o f  syphi  l o l o g i e .  

H i s t o r y  o f  tubercu los is .  

Complete d i s p l a y  o f  an apothecary 's  shop. 

An o r i g i n a l  c o f f i n  o f  t he  14 th  cen tu ry  w i t h  a h inged bottom. This has a 
g r im h i s t o r y .  A t  the  t ime o f  t he  g r e a t  plague, deaths were so f requent  
and c o f f i n s  i n  such s h o r t  supply  t h a t  they  were made w i t h  h inged bases. 
The dead person was p u t  i n  the  c o f f i n ,  which was then t r anspo r ted  t o  
t he  cemetary and p laced over t he  grave. The bottom was opened, t he  body 
f e l l  i n t o  t he  grave and t he  c o f f i n  s imply  used again. 

30. P o r t r a i t s  and s h o r t  accounts o f  famous doctors.  



There are  many more d i sp lays  i n  t h i s  superb museum, and I cannot recommend i t  
too h igh ly .  

Med iz inh is to r i sches  I n s t i t u t  der  U n i v e r s i f a t  f i r i c h  
R'dmistrasse 71 
Z i i r i c h  

I n  the same b u i l d i n g  as t h e  medical museum i s  an I n s t i t u t e  f o r  the H i s t o r y  of 
Medicine, and i s  w e l l  worth a v i s i t  i n  con junc t ion  w i t h  t h e  museum. There i s  a 
superb l i b r a r y  on the h i s t o r y  of medicine, as we l l  as some ve ry  r a r e  and o l d  
medical works. I t  can o n l y  be used by q u a l i f i e d  scholars,  bu t  v i s i t o r s  can ask 
permiss ion o f  the  l i b r a r i a n  t o  see it. 



' 

Dr. Pastore's co/lection o i  medical 
instruments grew initidl/v from , 

instruments he arquired during his, 
Mavo residency in otolaryngology m 
the '30s. The collection now includes 
tools used by country doctors and a 
few instruments that survived the Civil 
War. (Photographs by john Maziarzl 

KEEPING U P  WITH PETER PASTORE 
A popular story-teller and collector of antique medical;nstruments, Peter 
Pastore teaches classes in the Elderhostel program on surgery in the early 
20th century. His sessions sell out a year in advance. 

THE THERMOMETER OUTSIDE 
THE WINDOW registers just above 
go0, and inside ~ e m o r i a l  Hospital, 
the temperature is the same with hu- 
midity to match. In the top floor op- 
erating amphitheater, the surgeon 
begins yet another procedure - a 
tonsillectomy on a voung girl. 

The gallerv is filled i v ~ t h  medical 
students, earnest young men appro- 
priately attired in stlif ~ , h i t e  collars 
and dark wool suits. 

The year is 191 3, the place, Me- 
morial Hospital at the L4edical Col- 

I lege of Virginia, Richmond. 

The operating rooms have win- 
dows to let in whatever moving cool 
air can be captured from outside. 
Through those windows come the 
sounds and smells of daily living in 
one of the oldest cities in the United 
States. Horses' hooves clatter against 
cobblestone streets as they pull their 
loads up the hill past the hospital. 
The smell of leather and sweat min- 
gle with the heavy fragrance of mag- 
nolias in bloom, and the sickly sweet 
smell of ether. 

But ins~de the amphitheater no air 
stirs until an orderly opens the door 
to the hall, brings in a large slab of 
ice, and sets an electric fan to blow 
across it 

The scene changes. It is 1985 arid 
the amph~theater is no longer filled 
with medical students. The crowd 
watching Intently over the railings i s  
now a group o i  men and women in 
their 60s and 70s. The surgeon they 
are watch ing is Peter Pastore, 
scholar- in-resideice at Virginia 

C o m m o n w e a l t h  Un i ve rs i t y ' s  
Tompkins-McCaw Library, as he and 
the stati of the Special Collections 
and .Archives Department reenact an 
early surgical procedure for the ben- 
etit o i  Elderhostel participants. 

The patient in the reenactment is a 
farmer brought directly irom the 
field. He appears to have broken his 
leg, and lies on the operating table in 
rough clothing, dirty boots and all. 
Dr. Pastore is attired in a black wool 
frock coat. His nurse is dressed in the .. 

uniform ot the early 1900s - long- 
sleeved blue dress with a full-skirted 
white apron. 

The audience is entranced as they 
listen to his description of surgery 

and see his demonstration of instru- 
ments used in this earlier t ~ m e .  
Through his story-telling they can 
imagine themselves as the medical 

,students in this place on a hot sum- 
mer day more than three-quarters o i  
a century earlier. 

This is Peter Pastore, surgeon, 
teacher, and collector ot med~cal in-  
struments. It's no coincidence that he 
also has become a jk~i l tul  story-teller 
with the almost magical ahilitv to 
transport his audience backward in 
time. 

But storytelling is not h ~ s  first love. 
Since he retired irom his act~ve prac- 
tice in 1976 as professor and chair- 
man of the Department o i  Otology, 

Dr. Pastore reenacts an early surgical procedure for Elderhostel participants at 
Virginia Commonwealth University. The surgery amphitheater is the same one used 
for medical school training in Richmond in 19 13. 





Rhinology and Laryngology at the 
Medical College o i  Virginia, he has 
devoted much o i  his energy to devel- 
opment o i  the Medical Artifacts Col- 
lection area at Tompkins-McCaw 
Library. 

At age 78, Peter Pastore is going 
strong. In his own words, "I'm a 
surgeon who never retired, just re- 
aligned" - an apt description of a 
man whose persistence, energy and 
enthusiasm are large1 y responsible 
for renewing interest in thecollection 
of antique medical and surgical in- 
struments currently housed in the 
library. 

Dr. Pastore says he's been a col- 
lector of things as long as he can 
remember. But he didn't get into col- 
lecting medical and surgical instru- 
ments un t i l  he was in  medica l  

- .  

school. His collection grew init~allv 
trom instruments he acquired shortlv 
after he began his Mavo residency in 
otolaryngology in 1936. At that time 
he was purchasing instruments be- 
cause of his personal interest, not tor 
a collection. Shortly after arriving at 
Mayo, Dr. Pastore bought more in- 
struments from a resident whose fa- 
ther had amassed a substantial col- 
lection of otolaryngological instru- 
ments during his years in practice. 
"That was my first real start with 
collecting medical instruments in  
otolaryngologv, and from then on the 
collection grew. " 

Dr. Pastore returned to Richmond 
in Decemberof 1941 tochair the Ear, 
Nose and Throat Department at 
MCV. For six months he had two 
EENT residents, then the war took 

Stethoscopes have taken an assortment of twisted shapes during the 
years of their development. The components of the instrument itself, 
however, have remained essentially unchanged. 

them. "Those were trying davs.' h 
says. 

Through the war years Dr. Par 
tore's collection continued to g o \ \  
"While i t  was quite secondarv ! 

everything else that was happenin? 
at the tlme, physicians wouid bring 
their out-ofdate instruments to me. 
and that kept the collection going," 
he says. Most of the gitts were irom 
people who knew the college d ~ d n ' i  
have many otolaryngological in- 
struments, so this collection Ltas 
used dally, not merely in storage 

"Although I made no special eriort 
to contact people during that time, 
word of mouth was turning i: into 
quite a collection." 

Establishing the Pastore Fund 
The solution to any problem mu:; 

be found in the light o i  the times in 
which it occurs, and it was no difier- 
ent as Dr. Pastore sought to estab!ish 
a department of otolaryngology and 
a speech and hearing center. The 
university was only able to provide 
space for the center, and a rn~nimai 
budget of $250 per year for the ilrjt 
five years. Beyond this, it was ex-  
pected that the department and cen- 
ter would be self-supporting. 

To help keep both afloat, Dr. Pas- 
tore and his wife started a pr~vate 
fund in 1942 known as the Peter 2 
and Julia R. Pastore Fund into L V ~ I C ~  

they channeled every b ~ t  o i  rnoneL. 
they could manage to pay balarie.: 
and buy equipment. 

Fire! 
By the late '?Os, storage tor ihe 

collection had become a problem. 
Retiring phvsicians donated Instru- 
ments, knowing that as department 



Dr. Pastore holds a scarifier, once 
used to make multiple incisions in the 
skin of a patient in preparation for 
"bleeding." Several antique 
microscopes are also part o i  this 
collection. 

Pharmaceutical scales helped the local druggist come up wtth 
the proper amount of medication for ailing patients in the late 
19th century. 

- I  

chairman, Dr. Pastore could find a 
use or a place for them. In the late 
1940s the president o i  the school and 
the superintendent o i  the hospltal 
building oifered storage in a Quonset 
hut of World War II vintage. The 
materials could be kept under lock 
and key there. 

"I put two large boxes o i  verv im- 
portant instruments ot my collection 
in that building. I intended to bring 
more in a few at a time. 

"But as fate would have it, a fire 
destroyed everyth~ng in the building, 
and all the stored instruments were 
lost. 

"One o i  the instruments lost in the 
fire was one that I'd developed. It 
was a hearing screen tester to be used 
wlth the armed forces. There were 
onlv two made I had one and the 
other was in Washington, D.C. I was 
never able to recoiler the one irom 
Washlngton. 

"After that I kept the collection at 
homeand brought a few pieces to my 
office from t lne to 5rne chiefly as 
conversat~on pieces. " 

Archives section established 
"When the Archives Department 

was established in 1975, 1 became 
even more active in developing the 
medical artifacts collection. I had 
talked to all the librarians from the 
time I was a medical student until 
then, so my involvement came about 
quite naturally." 

In 1977 Dr. Pastore was appointed 
Scholar-in-Residence, of i ic ial lv 
sanctlonlng the work he had been 
doing unoff~c~ally ior so many years. 
He then began systematically mov- 
ing his coll- tion irom home to the 
I~brarv. "S ic~e  then we've collected 
through manv oi my friend5 and 
other doctors that we've known, and 
from estates. There are manv good 

things that we are collecting because 
of their interest to the school." 

Over the vears, the scope o i  the 
collection has broadened irom the 
initial group of otolaryngological in- 
struments, and now includes tools 
and Instruments from country doc- 
tors, a few instruments that surklved 
the Civil War, a mortar and pestle 
collection, a brass balance that was 
salvaged from the pharmacy buiid- 
ing, plus handsome collections ot 
scalpels, and scarifiers. 

Exhibits 
Dr. Pastore views the collection as 

a living entity from ~vhich materials 
can bedractn to turther knowledge or 
the profession. The collection I. 
open to scholars tor research Sup- 
porting materlal such as medical 
texts and r; lnubcrlp(t ,  are available 
in that area as wcil.  Spec~al exhib1r5 
are developed around landrndrh 



In his practice, Dr. Pastore used these otolaryngological 
instruments, which are now part of the Virginia 
Commonwealth University collection. 

This medicine chest was used from 1802- 1832 by Dr. 
James Watson of Louisa County, Virginia. It contains 
assorted jars of period medications including powdered 
aloe and powdered rhubarb. The country doctor also acted 
as pharmacist and measured prescribed amounts of 
medication. 

events in the college's history or on 
request from the various schools on 
campus. Campus displays can be re- 
lated toanv ofthe health sciences. "it 
is a form o i  educatron, passlbe ecu- 
cation I call it," savs Dr.  Pasiore. 
"Everybody who comes in the librarv 
also has theopportunity to look at the 
exhibits that are strategically placed 
near the elevators and the doors.' 

Elderhostel - another o ~ ~ o r t u n i t v  - r ,  - 

for teaching 
Not only a consummate collector. 

Dr. Pastore also is a quick w~tted. 
lively teacher, ever seeklng new a ie-  
nues for sharing his love o i  medical 
history. 

Elderhostel, a program for those 60 
and beyond, has presented him ibith 
just such an opportunitv. 

MCV has the distinction or be~ng  
the only medical campus In the 
country to offer an Elderhostel pro- 
gram on the history of medicine. Tak- 
ing advantage of the rich resource. 
available in its retired facultv, ,~ tCb '  
oiiers a week-long prog-am or me. - 
cal historv and recent developmen:. 
in medical practrce. Dr. Pastore ! >  

responslbie tor three ! '/2 hour ses- 
sions ot the program. In the surg~cal 
amph~theater of Memorial Hosp~:al, 
built in 1903, Dr. Pastore presenri 
one of the most popular parts or :he  
program when he and h ~ s  staii re??- 
act an old surgical procedure. 



(Right) Ambulance drivers i n  the early 20th century 
wore tidy black suits, much like the one displayed in 

this collection. 

(Below) Amputation kits, in use from the Civi l  War to 
the 18805, contain crude tools for handling 

emergency surgery behind the front lines. 

Students are seated in the gallery 
looking down into the surgery area 
that is lighted by a single bulb sus- 
pended over the operating table. El- 
derhostel is held in June and to spare 
the participants a totally authentic 
experience with the heat, the reen- 
actment portion is done in the eady 
mornlng. 

For three vears, the program, 
w h ~ c h  is l im~ted to 49 participants, 
has cons~stently been sold out a vear 
in advance. Dr. Pastore attr~butes the 
program's popularity to the iact that t t  
deals with detatls ot a life the El- 
derhostelers remember well. 

For much of his adult life, Peter 
Pastore has been a vital part of the 
MCV scene. Today as he traverses 
the campus buildings selecting new 
locations for displays of medical arti- 
facts, he i s  greeted warmly. A man 
held in  high esteem by his col-  
leagues, medical students and others 
who are part o i  the MCV commun~ty 
- Peter Pastore iollows h ~ s  own ad- 
vice: "Know the past, enjoy the pres- 
ent, and dream the iuture." 

--Conni R. Resler 

Peter Pastore completed his Mayo 
residency in  1939 and was first 
assistant to Dr. H. I. Lillie in  clinical 
otolaryngology and rhinology from 
1939-1941. He was professor and 
chairman of the Department of 
Otology, Rhinology, Lary neology, 
Audiology and Speech Pathology at 
the Medical College of Virginia, 
Virginia Commonwealth Universitv, 
from 1942-76. He is now proiessor 
emeritus, Otolarvngology, Head and 
Neck Surgery, and director for 
Continuing Medical Education, 
Otolaryngology, McCuire Veterans 
Administration Medical Center, 
Richmond. 




