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Greetings: 
Things have been moving along very 

nicely with several very important activities 
that concern the members of the Medical 
Collectors Association. 

First of all let me point out to every 
one that once again it is the end of the 
calendar year and time to renew your mem- 
bership in the organization. If you wish to 
remain a member, please fill out the at- 
tached membership form and return it to me 
at your earliest convenience. I have decided 
to continue to hold the line on the dues and 
this now marks the fifth year that we have 
been able to keep the dues at the same 
level. 

The first item of business to discuss 
is the meeting which will take place at the 
Bakken Museum on June 9, 1995. Dr. Albert 
Kuhfeld has graciously consented to host 
this meeting and enclosed with this newslet- 
ter is a preliminary program and registration 
form. Dr. Gordon Dammann has already 
volunteered to provide a lecture on Dr. 
Johnathan Letterman, Medical Director Army 
of the Potamic. Gordy is a real expert in this 
area and I am sure will 
provide us with a most 
stimulating and informa- 
tive lecture. There are 
still places open for 
other people to speak. 
If you are interested in 
presenting at the meet- 
ing at the Bakken please 
write to me at your 
earliest convenience. 
Also, please note on the 
registration form that the 
checks should be sent 
to Mitchell Stromer for 
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meeting. 
The meeting at the Bakken will also 

include a visit to the Museum of Questionable 
Medical Devices. I have included an article 
from the Pantograph about Bob McCoy and his 
collection. 

Since the Society of Nuclear Medicine, 
of which I am a member, is holding its meeting 
the week following the MCA, we will arrange for 
suitable accomodations at a meeting hotel 
taking advantage of the group rate. This 
meeting draws several thousand people which 
will allow us to obtain very favorable rates. It 
will necessitate that when you make your 
reservation for the hotel, that you indicate that 
it is in connection with the Society of Nuclear 
Medicine Meeting, since they will not know 
what the Medical Collectors Association is. 

Along the line of the meeting, we have 
undertaken a new activity this year. Dr. Irwin 
Rugendorff and his wife have graciously con- 
sented to host a meeting of the Medical Collec- 
tors Association in Frankfurt from September 
9th through September 13th. Dr. Rugendorff 
has sent me a letter (enclosed) with a very 
stimulating preliminary program which was 
worked out by them. In order to allow ad- 
equate time for planning we have chosen to 
schedule the meeting in September, 1996. 
There will be no meeting of the Medical Collec- 
tors Association in the United States in 1996 so 
that we do not have to duplicate our effort. I 
will try to arrange some sort of a group flight 
discount to Frankfurt which will give people the 

benefit of a reduced fare and 

registration for the 
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as much freedom as pos- 
sible. Please set aside on 
your calendars the date of 
September 9th through the 
13th for what promises to be 
a most stimulating activity. 
This will give members a 
chance to meet some of the 
European collectors and 
dealers who have not been 
able to make it abroad for our 
meetings in the United 
States. 

The "Can You Identify?" 
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column is remarkable this year in that we received numerous responses. I have included all of 
the various responses with this newsletter. I believe that this is the first "Can You Identify?" 
column that has ever received more than one response if any. Rosalind Berman who submit- 
ted the question certainly found something that is of much greater interest than I would have 
realized. 

In the way of a new "Can You Identify?" column I have included a picture of what Dr. 
Douglas Arbittier describes as a miniature Petit style tourniquet which is 1 112" high. It is made 
of silver and hallmarked for 1802. He is curious to know if anyone has ever seen this type of 
tourniquet and what it might have been used for. Dr. Arbittier also asked if anyone knows of 
any type of review article which covers the history of the tourniquet. 

The patent for this issue is the Fitch prescription scale. I thought this would be of 
interest to the general membership. There are two versions of this device, one from 1885 and 
a later version from 1895. 1 have included both patents. If anyone has an interesting patent 
please send it to me. 

I have also included a page from "Pharmacy in History" (the series by Bill Helfand). 
These vignettes continue to provide extremely interesting information which I think is of general 
appeal. 

There are a number of announcements and inclusions which may be of interest to the 
membership. Ralph and Terry Kovell have announced the 27th edition of their book. This 
does not contain a very great deal of medical related information but it should be of some 
general interest to the group. 

The Inter Documentation Company of the Netherlands continue to produce medical 
reproductions that are of interest to everyone. 

John Conter sent me a copy of an article about his collection which I have photocopied 
for inclusion in the newsletter. 

Also, Dr. Anne Young has completed a book on antique medical chests. The pre- 
publication price deadline was originally November 30th, this has been extended to December 
10th but it is unlikely that any of you will have seen these flyers by that date. If you are inter- 
ested, it might be worth writing to Anne or to the publisher asking for the pre-publication price 
and explaining that you simply did not receive the announcement in reasonable time. I have 
written to Anne and asked her to extend the date to January. I have not personally seen the 
book but Dr. Young is a great expert in this area and I am sure it is of great value. 

Enclosed with the newsletter is a notice of books, journals and monographs from the 
Southern Illinois University School of Medicine and some related publications. 

If you have any information for the newsletter please contact me at your earliest conve- 
nience. I hope to see as many of you as possible at the meeting in Minneapolis and would be 
delighted if a few other people could step forward and offer to lecture. 

I wish you all a happy holiday. 
Sincerely, 

M. Donald Blaufox, M.D., Ph.D. 
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Visit a museum 
of medical hokum 
By PAT DENAT0 
new*mrsw  W r m r  

IM INNEAPOUS, MINN. - You ought to have 
your head examined if you visit the Museum of 
Quesrionable Medical Devices at Riverplace 

mail. Go ahead -everybody else does. and the "m" 
costs only $2. 

First, you'll have to slip into some- uncomfortable - a Psycograph. Don't be shy about this. Step right up; 
take a seat: let this auly remarkable helmet-like contrap- 
tion senle gently onto your head. 

Thirty-two sensitive mursuring devices -one for each 
-.of the 32 mental faculties, you understand - wiU touch 
- your head lightly and in a mafter of seconds produce a 

printout describing your mental powers. your spiritual 
qualities, your emotional nature. 

This amazing device, friend, is "capable of making sev- 
eral million distinct calculations based on individual pe- 
culianties in the shapeofthe human head." 

It's scientific: it's phrenology. Don't be afraid. 
Ordinary phrenolopsu may read the bumps on your 

head with the tips of their fingers, but the Psycograph. 
friend. "is more accurate than any human phrenologist 
could possibly be." 

Just look at this readout. You test 'Very superior" in 
the aEas of individuality, digmty, wit. sublimity and sua- 
vity. Looks s if you're m n n q  a quart low on sexamity, 
but you're nght up there on alimentivenes and faith. 

You bnd  of knew you'd ten well on wit and suavity, 
didn't you? How could a mere machme have managed to 
describe your outstanding qualities to a T? 

a 

If you buy all this, Bob McCoy has some other swell 
gumos he'd like to show you. Consider the Toftness radi- 
ation detector; it sucks the noxious energy right out of 
your body. 

The Pantagraph 
Bloomington-Normal, Illinois 
\<~e?.esda::, ?laY: 15, 1991. 
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- Bob McCoy 
Museum of Questionable Medical Devices 

p r io r  to the gullibility of past generations, please note 
the Toftness radiation detector mentioned above dates 
way back - to 1988. 

It consists of a couple of pieces of plastic pipe on a han- 
dle, fined with a half dozen lenses. The pitch was that 
lenses of the Toftness device would scan the body, focus- 
ing noxious energy on the detector plate, then would 
suck it right out. The developer "got $2,400 apiece for 
them," says McCoy. 

Another recent'acquisition is an "aerobic eye exercise 
kit" seited in Wisconsin just last year by the U. S. Food 
and Drug Administration, McCoy says. 

It's distant kin to a "vision enhancer" marketed about 
1930 that promoted the notion you could throw your 
glasses away if you did certain eye exercises. 

McCoy has one of those, too, and he says there was 
more to that system than cheats the eve. 

Directions indicated that for the dehce to work pmper- 
ly, "You had to sunbathe in the nude at either I I a.m. or 2 
p.m., had to sleep outdoon in the moonlight and had to 
walk like a bear several times a week to relieve pressure 
on the intestines." 

Such outlandish directions are common with wonhless 
devices, he says. "It was all part of the ritual. You needed 
a ritual to make things happen." 

Surrounded by phony medical diplomas, trumped up 
product endorsements, virility belts, neon hair growers 
and devices that promise to reverse the aging process. 
McCoy. 64, is decidedly skeptical. He is, in fact, active in 
the Minnesota Skeptics organization and 3 member of 
the Minnesota Council Against Health Fraud. 

His harvest of medical hokum. about 150 devices. is 
displayed at Riverplace, a shopping and entertainment 
complex along the Mississippi River in downtown Minne- 
apolis. He's on the lower level, not far from tlologram 
Land and Overland Outfitters. 

The museum is open free from 5 to 9 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday and Satur- 
day, noon to5 p.m. Sunday. 

The aforementioned $2 head exam IS the unly thine 
:ha1 rn\!s, and the Pwcoe!-nnh m a r h l r ~ ' s  ! n r p v k r ! 9 1 i r  .r 



t h ~ s  respect. says McCoy. It spits out 30 
statements about each person from a 
possible 160, and although different 
people get different readouts, "The 
machmes read the same person pretty 
much thesame way each time." 

r bout 25 years ago. McCoy met the 
son of the man who developed the Psy- 
cograph in the 1930s. They got togeth- 
er and put a few of the machines back 
in workrng order. After a while, people 
began to ask McCoy for demonstra- 
tions. He became a sldewalk attraction 
at Riverplace after shops opened in 
1984. 

This led to TV appearances with Da- 
vid Letterman and others, which led to 
donations of quack devices from the 
FDA, the American Medical Associa- 
tion and others, which led, finally, to 
the museum McCoy operates. 

The most amazing thing about some 
devices is the notion that anyone w e r  
trusted in them. Consider. for in- 
stance, the Omnipotent Oscilloclast, a 
machine developed in the 1920s by one 
Alben Abrams to "diagnose" illness by 

measuring the "vibration rate" of 
blood, unne or saliva samples. 

The samples didn't have to be fresh; 
you could send them in. All too often, 
the return mad brought both bad news 
end good news. 

The bad news was you had syphilis. 
The good news was Abrams had a 
cure, and it could be yours for $300. a 
small pnce considering the alternative. 
Should you get a second opmion from 
your hometown doctor? Fat chance. 
says McCoy. 

"lf you were living in some small 
Iowa town and got a letter from Dr. 
Abrams that s a d  you had syphiiis, 
you'd send for his cure rather than go 
!o a local healer." he says. 

The appeal of medical quackery 
"cuts across all levels of educatlon." 
says McCoy. He tells of a test involving 
phrenology: 

Several y e m  ago, psycholo@sn ad- 
ministered personality tests to a group 
of students and gave each student a 
reading of his or her results. The stu- 
dents recelved a phrenoloa  reading 
that was exactly the same for all of 
them. More than half the students 
thought the phrenology readout was a 
more accurate personality reflection. 

So go ahead - have your head ex- 
amlned at the Museum of Question- 
able Medical Devlces, but be skeptical. 

"We work on the Barnum effect 
here." says McCoy. 

- 

New technology? No, it's old-fashioned phrenology. Bob McCoy demonstrates a bit of scientific quackery. 
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Material : 

Maker: 

Presumed Use: 

Date: 

-- 

I think this is a: 



CAN YOU IDENTIFY THIS ? 

Material: Silver 

Maker: Unknown 

Presumed Use: Tourniquet ? 

Date: 1802 

From: 

Please Return to M. Donald Blaufox, M.D.,Ph.D. 



CAN YOU IDENTIFY THIS? 
(Additional Responses) 

From: Robert J. Ruben, M.D. 
The lower instrument that is carved is not a tonsillotone, it is an 

adenotome. This is an instrument which is still used by some for removal of 
adenoids. The tongue depressor appears to be a tongue depressor. I have 
no explanation for the notch at one end, except occasionally someone may 
want to use it to hold the suture or to look at Warden's duct. That may be 
somewhat far-fetched. I am very comfortable with the second instrument 
with the moving part as an adenotome. 

From: William 0. Campbell, M.D. 
The unidentified items are: 1. adenotome - the distal end was 

placed blindly behind the soft palate and the guillotine blade closed. The 
small compartment retained the adenoid tissue. This item probably appears 
in all 1930-1 940 general surgical catalogues. 
2. tongue depressor - I have a similar item in a kit and evidently the slot was 
slipped over the frenulum of the tongue when the frenulum was clipped for 
"Tongue-tie", which used to be a common operation. The blade protected 
the structures in the floor of the mouth. 

From: J.W. Rosenthal, M.D. 
I suggest that the upper one is a shoe horn and button hook, but I 

am not positive. The lower instrument however, I used many times during a 
T&A procedure and is an adenotome circa 1945. 



Historical Images of the Drug Market-XV 
bu William H. Helfand 

T H E  association of smoking with heart disease 
is nothing new. In several advertisements that  
appeared in Harper's Monthly and other late 
nineteenth century magazines, the  Sterling 
Remedy Company called attention to the evils 
of the tobacco habit with their slogan, "Don't 
tobacco spit and smoke your life away." Pro- 
motion in this advertisement was directed only 
to men, for the prospect of women smoking was 
not seriously entertained in 1895 when the il- 
lustration appeared. No-to-Bac would address 

women only indirectly, to suggest that  they con- 
vince their men to use it. In a booklet published 
in 1895 they proposed that  America's Women 
should put their pamphlet " . . . under the to- 
bacco user's plate a t  dinner-time, and if he reads 
it and wants a cure he will find it in No-To- 
Bac." The brave warrior did some good, but, 
unfortunately, the problem is still with us al- 
most a hundred years later. (Size  of advertise- 
men t ,  8-'/#" X 5-'/:".) 

Pharmacy in History 
Vo1 .29  ( l 9 8 7 ) N o . 3  



PRESCRIPTION-SCALES. 
- 

IjPECIFICATION f o ~ m i n ~  part of Letter. Patent 100.827.152, dated September 29,1885. 

Apld l rn t lo~  filrd Jmu(lrJ 19, 168. (Xn rnnlrl.) 
- 

To atr! w l ~ o n t  it m a g  concern: 
nc it know11 that I, CAI.YIS 11. Frmr, a citi- 

zcn of tlle TT~litcd S~itt* ,  lusiding :it Middlta- 
town Spri~lgs, i l l  1I1c county of ILatlalld a l ~ l  

5 Rtatc of Veru~ont, 1l:rvc invcstcrl wrtnill new 
nut1 11scft11 1 ~ ~ ~ ] ) ~ . o v c ~ n c n l ~  in Prescripttion- 
Scales, of which tllc Iolloai~~g is :L full, clew, 
nnrl exact tlcwript iou. 
: Thc objcct of this i ~ ~ v c u t i o ~ ~  is lo provide 

lo,portiiblt~ balances or scales tlltit may Iw car- 
r i d  i l l  n person's pocket for t l ~ c  uscof physi- 
viaus and otl~crs, ntltl for ft~nlilics for weigh- 
ingstnall qtlal~tit.ic*s of medicille or alrlnll d iv i~ .  
ions of other nrticlcs or ~nbhncca .  111 order 

15 to 8cc:arc nccalncy, 1 Ilnt qnslity so illt1iy)eosa- 
, ble, pnrticnlnrly i l l  ~ncrlicinc, I tlccr~ it w e n -  
tin1 tllnt 1110 b:ilal~ec.il ~llnll \m of' r r ~  lkw pt11.1~ 
ns pomible, I L I ~  t11:1t n pcrll~nl~el~t 1)ivot be 
~)rovitlccl for R I I C ~ I  b:il1illcc8. 111 order to get 

20 tho scales within 11 C O I I I ~ N ~ ~  collq)ntiblc wit.b 
cnsy lmrtahili ty sonic portions IIIII& bc alp- 
blc of tli~joi111 ing, nld T Alltl tllnt tllc I I I ~ I I I .  

r l w  that way 1m no tlctncl~d with n ~ninilni~ln 
I-, n11t1, i n  ftict, 110 cletri~~~cnt to nccunlcg, is 

25 the g~ndaatcd nrel nlld wcigl~t; IICIICO in colt- , utruct ing my nrrrles 1 employ o c:wing or box 
ill which the pnn t111t1 ~orket-piecc nre fixccl to 

in h ~ l c n l  pin ur nbnft pernlanestly 11u11g in 
1 a ~ i d  casing, urld ndnptetl to bo tnrned out from 

3o.eucl1 box for um, nlld to la reverscd into the 
1 box wllt*r not in nw, wid p:ln Ilr~ving facili- 
tics for rendily rccciving n detncl~nble grcul- 

,anted nrm ~ u ~ d  ~llovnblc wcight tllcreo~~ con- 
:~ t i tu t i l~g  the hem, and slln ed to prmrve  the P 3$bnla11ce, nlltl rrlno permit t IC rcndy discharge 
,of its conteute, tho bos forming :I b:lw or pel- 
:estul for the ~ c a l e ~ ,  nntl h111g provided wit11 
. rr euit ablo cover. 
$ I n  the acconlpul~yi~lg drnwing~, illuet~vting 

4o:my invc~~tion, in tllc ncvernl flgllrw of which 
.like parts arc! sinlilurly deaignutecl, Figure 1 
iis a perspective vicw of 1110 scalcs i n  place ill 
;the box, the covtar h i n g  shown to the left. 
;Fig. 2 ie e ~~cmpectivo vicw of t l ~ c  ucrrlcs m d y  

45 for uw. Fig. 3 is n vertical longitudinul m- 
tion of tho snric; Fig. 4, n top plan viow with 
n modi5cation in tho h r i l ~ p  for the fulcml 
pin, and rip. G n~ltl 6 )lan view of other 
~nodiflcations of 1110 bear / n p ,  thc wale of the 

50 drswinp being eon~owbrrt enlarged over the 
s c f d  nize. - -- I 

Tllc bos or o?siq n is 111atlc prcfc~xbly of 
n~ctsl, nud rectnngulur or oblolg il l  sl~npc, 
 truck ay iu  dim or otl1crwisc fomed, and ita 
cover b ie nir~lilarly forn~etl s l l t l  rmdily de- ~5 
tachal)lc; or &%id box nlld its covcr may I W  
constr~~cted of wood, paper, or otl~cr suitnblc 
a~ntcrial. c is the fillctx! pin or shaft, plrf- 
cmdAy 11latle of ~ t w l  wire c11uw11 wit.11 n knifc. 
edge, ns ellowll, t111d I1:wi11g its benrillgs i l l  60 
llolea d in opposite vertiml sitles of tllc Ims, 
uesr OIIC end of RIICII I w c .  T h i ~  pin 111:ry 1w 
luntle fro111 a sol it1 piecc of steel or other snit. ' 

lible metal with knifo-ctlgt* shoaldcretl jour- 
nals at  CMII end, (neo Pig. 5, )  ol~hined by re- 6 j  
clueing the size of the pi11 or sllnll at  it^ eudu; 
hot, preferably, tin mol-ta cconorlit-ill nld tow- 
con! rr more pcrlkct Inwi~lg, tilt* pill i~ p;~94(4 
through n tolw, ( I ,  tint1 u:iitl tuln! is tvlllul i l l  

length to tho diattinw 1wtwcw.1 t l ~ c  sides of tllc 70 
box within tlle box, while the pill c is as I I I I I C ~ I  
lougerns is the oatnidtt w i M l  of t l ~ c  box grvnlcr 
tllnll its inside, or :L l i t t  lc lllora 1 h 1  t IliLt, fiO 
as to insore ~ C ~ I I I : U I C I I ~ C  of the pi11 i l l  it9 bear- 
ink%, n11t1 prevention of so I I I I I C ~ I  Iot~gitl~dilld 75 
movemwt tls would pcr~llit the iiccitle~~ti~l tlis- 
engngenic~~t of tllc pill nlld its harings. 

To the tribe rJ  (or to t l~c  pi11 c,if the shaft is 
uetd without thc tulw,) is wcoretl u st rip of 
~~ietnl,  f, the longitodio:rl etlgtwg of which :Ire 80 
tnrnal tloro, m d  thcn toward em11 other p r -  
allel with tllc piece f, to for111 n uwket or 
sockets, h; awl to the fiw end of wid socket- 
picco f ie aftixed the e~rle-pa11 i ,  which 111ay 
be round, flat, or nlly s11:rpc used liir scalcs; 85 
but I prefer to makc it V sllapu i l l  cross-see- 
tion, so ns to prcservc tllc " b:~l:lllcc" of thc 
ecalee, and obvit~te 1 1 1 ~  ucccasity for tidj11st - 
n m t ,  and, f i~rt l~cr~~io~.c,  to fircilitnlc t llc clllp- 
tyi~lgof tho pun of i b  ( ~ O I I ~ C I A ~ S .  9 C  

The pttn nntl it8 nockct-piece I I I : I ~  bc 111:idc 
of one piecc of sht-t 111ctal stamped to ~ h p e .  
or cnt and d~nped ill dim, or it miry be foreled 
o f t  wo pieces suitnbly nl~itocl, as by soldcr. 

Inatead of l~uving thohr ioga  for tho I'111craI 95 
pin iu  the eidca of tho box, they luny bc selw 
rnto pieces, solncthing like shttet-~nehl-p~il 
bail e t m  aecnred to the sitlca withill tho box, 
ae indicated in Fig. 4, orlthe sides of tho bo~:  
may be inde~lted, na ill him t, n~ld 6, c*itllcr loo 
angularly or in au arc of rr circlo to Iorln such 
bearings. 



TIM! uatlc Iwnnl nlltl 1,nn *In]. I)c I I I I I ~ I *  of 0110 1,v ~ I I I I I ~  i l l  tllc mi11 In*nri~~gs, :I scnlv - Iwan111 
eolid piocc, or tllc ~ c i ~ l u  IICIII I I  nntl ~ I I I I  IIIIIY C ~ I I I I C C ~ C ~  with SII(:II II:III, I I I N I  11 l l~ov:~l~lo covcr 
1m 111nclc of ncpnnlto piccoy r r ~ d  t . l~c~ctu~l t lc~wl  ; for 1 I I C  h s  to illclose 1 1 1 1 ~  111111, Iwrlril~p, ~ I I ( I  70 
or ft~utell~tl togct.I~cr ill :illy ot11cr sllitn\dc 1 IW; I I I I  w i t l l i~~  1111: IH) s ,  s111~tml i;lIIy :IS ~ l c .  

5 nannel; nnil tho ~ I I I  nld se:~le-lriu~i 111ny bu r r i h d .  
so d jns ted  11s to work nll witllill tllc box; bllt. : 2. A pr(.script io11.w:tIc vo1111wisi11: :t cov- 
]~rel'e~v~l)ly, t l ~ e u a ~ l c - l ~ c ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  or glntll~ntcrl nrlll j crcdawi~~gorbosI~~~vi~~glis~~tlsitlt.s.~~wcr:~l~~-~~~r~~ 
1111s n ~ C I I O I I ,  k, lo lit 1110 nockct Ir of tl~csockct~- i P U ~ I I I I L I I O I I ~  I F  I I I I I I ~  i t 1  I I I ~  s:lid Iiswl si~lvs. : r l ~ t l  75 
piecc of t 1 1 ( ~  DIIII, nlltl it is lil~litcd i l l  its illllcr ro t~ t tn lh  011 its \ M - : I I - ~ I I ~ , S O  :IS lo I M ~ C : I ~ I : I I I I ~ ~ O ~  

10 I I I O V C I I I C I I ~  in twit1 ~ot:kct,, : I I I ~  tr111y r~giatcrcd I Iwi11g ~ I I ~ I I N ~  illlo : I I I ~  O I I ~  of L11c 1~1s. : I I I ~  :I 
t 11crci11 l ~ y  l :~tt~ri~l  11lg~ 1, 'l'11is scale-bcn111 in 1 m1le-b~;1111 :t(I:tpl c(I4 I) l)c ,*I)IIII(Y:~ M I  wi t  11 X I I ~  

nlmtt tllc Ic11gt.11 ol' tllc bos i~lsitlv. I t  is ' disc~w~~cctt*d 1'ro111 S I I ~ I  ~ I I I ,  s11l)st;1111 ially :IS 
providd wit11 :L atit;il~lc n u ~ ~ ~ l l e r l ~ o i w  or 1 dwerilwvl. 80 
weigl~t, PI,, ~ I i c l i ~ ~ g  t11erw11 l)y t11c provisi011 of 1 3. A box, ;t ~ V : I ~ I ~ ~ ~ ) : I I I  l)rovi~Itvl wi t11  :I sock- 

15 :i loop 011 its 1111(lcr si lk ( * ~ l ~ l ) r : ~ t : i ~ ~ ~  tllc s:lid I d . l~ icee ,  : I I I ( I  n k~~iI i . - tdgc  I ' I I I ~ I X I  1 1 i t 1  s t ~ ~ l l t ~ t l  

I)P:IIII, :IS i ~ ~ d i ~ ~ t v d  ill Figs. I ,  2, ~ I I I ( I  3. i i l l  I ) C I I I . ~ I I ~  i l l  th(: sithbs 01' %lid IIIIK, : I I I ( I  1.0- 
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C A L V I E ;  11. F I T C I I ,  O F  U T I C A ,  N E W  P O R K .  

PRESCRIPTION WEIQHINQ-SCALE. 

BmCIFICATION formingport of Letterr Patent No. 533,166, dated Januup 20,1805. 

Appllution f i d  A n p r t  18,1801. Bsnerd Jdy a, 1804, Bartd Ho. 616,3118 (Bo modal) - 
To all whont it mqj concern: 

Be it known that I, CALVIN li. FITCH, of 
Utica, in the county of Oneida n ~ i d  Stnte of 
Xew York, have invented certain new and 

- - 5  tiseful Improveuiente in Prescription Weigh- 
inpScales; and I do llereby declare thnt the 
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip- 
tion of the invention, which will enable others 
skilled in the ar t  to wliich i t  appertains to 

10 make and use the errme, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawings, and to the let- 
t e n  and figures of reference marked thereon, 
which form part of this apeclfioation. 

. - My present invention relates toan improve- 
15 ment in prescription scnles, more particularly 

adapted for~pothecaries'nnd p h y s i c i ~ n ~ '  use. 
-.-f I n  thedrawinp which ~ ~ ~ 0 m p R n p a n d  form 
-- a part of this opecification, nnd in which nimi- 

lar  letters and figures of reference rofer to cor- 
ao responding pnrtn in tho several views, Figure 

1 shows in side elevation my improved scnle. 
Fig. 2 shows R top view of the same with R 
small connecting bar removed to better illus- 
trate the construction. Fig. 3 shows ail end 

ng view of the device as seon from the left of the 
Figs. 1 and 2.. Fig. 4 show8 the right hand 
end of the device as  seen in Figs. 1 and 2. 
Fig. 6 ~ h o w s  the fulorum piece wliich is np- 
plied to the end of the beam, in section, aleo 

30 showlng a portion of the lipper ond of the 
pau hnnger. Fig. G sliows the weight or coan- 

' terpoise. Fig. 7 shows in perspective a por- 
tion of the right haud end of the scales AS 
shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 8 allows the fulcrnm end 

35 of the beam. Fig. 9 shows the fulcrum pioce 
- ns soen from tho ~intler side and which is se- 

cnred to tlie end of the bonni shown in Fig. 8. 
Fig. 10 sliows a e nod if led form of conntruction 
of the fu lcr i i~~i  pieco in connection with a por- 

40 tion of the beam. 
Referringmorepnrticularly to tho rcforcnce 

nulller~lealld lettors in a morespecificdescrip- 
tion of thodevice, 1 indicntes the base in wliicli 
is secured  upp porting rod 2, which projects 011 

45 either side of the bmo and lins sectired a t  one 
end the head 3 by nut 4 on the end of the ~ t ~ p -  
porting rod 2. On the opposite end of the 
rod 2 is providod a clleok arm 5 provided wit11 
an opening G in wliicli the projcctlag cntl of 

50 tho beam 7 plays. At  the lowor elid of the 
oponingG ia provided n projectingnrln or post 
8 formed from the ~netnl  p~inolicd out of the 

hole and which is provided with a ~ h ~ r p  point 
or edge 9 on which the end of the beam rests 
when in its lower position and whit& acts as 5 5  
theloweraheck orstop therefor. On the besm 
7 is provided a movable poise 10 adapted to 
be moved along the beam 7. The beam is 
divided or marked off with marks and fignres 
in the usual manner of a scnle beam. The 60 
pan end of the beam 7 is tape red,^ shown a t  
a in Fig. 8; the taper 111aking an incline down- 
ward from the point of the beam adjacent to 
tile fulcrnm toward the pan end of the besm. 
Secured on this hpering ond n of the boam 65 
by soldering or in any other suitable manner, 
ia provided the fulcrum pieoe 11, which is 
formed as sliuwn, with L shaped projections 
on either side of the body of the piece which 
(I rm fulcrums 11' and 12. In  the opposite 7 0  
end of the fulcrum pieoe 11 is provided an 
opening 13 and the portion of the piece b e  
tween the opening 13 and the end is sharp- 
ened on the upper side to furnish pan sup- 
porting knife edge pivot 14. 7 5 

I t  will be observed that  the taper or in- 
cline a formed on the eud of the beam 5 is 
snch as to bring the fulcrums 11' nnd 12 on 
line with the top surface of tho beam ant1 the 
pirotnl edge of the pan hanging pivot 14 in So 
the enme line with tho fulcrlims 11 nud 12 
nncl with the npper surface of the beam. 1;y 
monna of the hanger 15 a pan 1 G  is supported 
from the pivot 14. The hoad 3 is provided 
with n pnir of upwardly oxtending arms 17, S j  
which nt their uppor cads are  turned in- 
wardly and downwardly forming snspcndetl 
ears 18. These ears are provided with open- 
ings in which the fulcrums 11' nnd 15 Ii;rvo 
boaring. Tho beam niay be prit in plr~co by g o  
slightly &twinging tho nrm 17 apart to d l o w  
llio fulcrtit~is to be put in their plt1co.s. 

Kstentling betwoen tho uppor cnds of t l ~ c  
arms 17 ~ u a y  be provided a cross bnr I!) se- 
cured on the uppor eritl of tho arm by scrc~vs r) j 
as '10. 1)y providing tlie ears 1S  on the in- 
side of the nrm 17, n bearing is socured mliich 
is protected by tho arm mid the fulcrtinis cs- 
tending througl~ the e l m  mill abut  agninat 
tho body of tlie arm 17 nnd prevent tho bonm I ;o 
fro111 becomin:: displnced nild still be s n b -  
.stnu tially frictionless i f  the scnles are rlvetl 
with the end of tlie fulcrum uo nbuttiug 
ageillst the sido of the arm. This constrtlc- 



tian nlw, disponscs wit11 n slioultler at t l ~ e  
side of tlio fnlcrrim 12 to limlt tho ninolint of 

E lay whicli It would otherwise havo if the 
ea r lnp  for the fnlcrums were provided dl- 

5 reotly In the Arms 17 on the head 3. 
Secnred on the fnlcrl~m plece adjacent to 

the fulcrum is an indicator Rrnl 21 which es- 
tends downward on the innor slde of tlie arm 
17 nearly to tho bottom of the head 3 and 

10 thence turning a t  an angle passes through a 
slotted opening 22 provided in one side of 
the head and vibrates in unison with the 
beam opposite a scalo 23 provided on the 
l o ~ e r  portion of the head 3. 

15 The operation of a s a l e  is too well known 
to require desoription. 

I have providod a c l m k  I~nving n slmrp 
point or edge 9 on which tho scale beam does 
not adhere to any- nppreciable extent, thus 

t o  overcomlng the adhesivo and col~esivo forces. 
I am, thorefore, nblo to provide A s c d e  whicli 
is very sensitive to ~nr ia t ions  in weight placed 
in the scalo pan while tile beam is in its lower 
poaitlon. The scales may be entirely dia- 

a5 mantled by dotaching the pan hanger aud re- 
movmg the strap or bar 10. The beam can 
then be removed by sprin,~ing'tlio nrma 17 
apart to disengrige tho fnlcru~iis 8nd with- 
drawing tlie indicntor 21 from the slotted 

30 openings 22. T l ~ e  l~ead 3 aucl the check arm 
6 may also be removed by loosening t l ~ c  nuts 
4 And x which secure tliem. 

- In the modified form of conslr~rction YIIO vn 
in Fig. 10, I provide in l i a r  of the pieco 11 

35 sbown in the other figures, a piece 11' which 
has the fulcrums formod antl brougl~t on to a 
level with the uppor face of the boam by a 
tarn or bend b provided therein. Tliis ful- 
crum pieco is stampod by A (lie from a sliect 

40 of metal and in turning the bend, tlm under 
slde of the pin becomes oiie of tho walls of 
the knife edge of the :ulcrn~n antl the fulcr~im 
bearings are easily conhpletetl by ~ i ~ n  ply filing 
off on n bevol tlie end of t l ~ a  fulcrum piece. 

45 The pan hanger pivot c provided in the cntl 
of the pieco 11' is also in lino with the uppor 
surface of the beam, ns will bo scen by tho 
dotted line6 in the figure. As the fr~lcrlim 
piece contnins both the fulcru~ns and the pan 

50 hanging pivot, these points nre invnriable 
with reference to each other nntl the fulcrums 
and pivot mny on t l~nt  account be moro per- 
fectly mounted on tho beam thnri isotl~crwiso 
practicable. Tile position of the pnn I~nngcr 

55 pivot c nnd ll~r! fnct of its being 1)ronght into 

line with the up er sorlnce of the bcnrn is r letermined by t ie incliaed tnpered cnd ol  
the beam on whlcli it is secured, a6 dcscribotl 
wit11 reference to the otlier flpures. 

What I dAim ~e now, and deairo to m u r o  60 
by T ~ t h r t 3  Patent, is- 

I. In a ~cnle ,  the combination of n scale 
beam having a beveled end sloping from the 
pivotal point downward toward the pan 11ang- 
ing end, and a fulcrum piece having fulcrum 55 
projections extending to either side of the 
bean1 and a pan hanging pivot in the end of 
the piece tlie f ulcruni pioce boing secu red on 
the beveled end of tho beam, sttbstRntinlly as 
set forth. 70 

2. The coinbination of a scnle beam and a 
check nrm having an opening in nliicl~ tho 
snd of the beam vibrates, nn nrm projecting 
fro111 the lower edge of tho opening below the 
beam and hnving cr slinrp etljio on its cnd on 75 
which the beam rcsts in its lowcr position, 
3ul)stantially ns set forth. 

3. Tile combination in a scnlo, of n I)cnn~ 
having fl~lcrum arms projecting fro111 citlwr 
Me, a hoad linvinga pairof upwardly estend- 80 
lng arms in which are providod ~ c R I . ~ I I , " ? ~  for 
thc benm fulcrums, one of the m n s  having n 
dotted opening adjncent to its basc, and n 
5 ~ ~ 1 0  beside tho ol~enirlg and an i~~dicntor  arlll 
;ecnrd to l i ~ e  fulcrum nrm between the benr- '85 
ingsan~l extending toand bent to p'us t l~rol~pli  
the slotted oponing, the intlic,lto~. point vi- 
brating in nnison with the beam in front or 
the scale, substnntially na set forth. 
4. The combination of a bean1 I~avillg ful- 90 

?rum armsextending from either side thereof, 
rtnd a pair of bealn supportil~g m n s ,  each 
having nn inwardly tnrned porlornted car 13 
in wliicli tho beam fulcrli~i~a have hearing, 
snbstantially ns set forth. 95 

5. T l ~ o  combinntion in n sca1e.s of a beam 
l~aving n tapering cod and R f111~ru111 picco 
formed out of n ph to  with sharp bend in  ono 
ond of it whereby tho f ~ ~ l c r o m a  nro 11ro1ight , 
into lino with tho t~ppor aurfnco of tho beam I C O  

nnd providcd with R pnn I~nn,ning pivot in thc 
opposite entl of tho ~ ~ i e c c ,  nlso in l i ~ ~ e  wit11 
the uppor sltrfrlco of the I)CRIII, s111)stn11 t inlly 
n s  set forth. 

In witness wlicrcof I h:iw allirctl 111y sign:!- I. 5 
turc in presence ol  two nit nessev. 

~ ' i ~ T , ~ . I S  11. l ~ I l ' ~ ~ i l .  
\\' i t ~~csscs :  

\ ~ 1 ~ 1 . 1 . . \ \ 1  1 : 1 s l l l c l ~ .  
(;. \v. , I l ) . \ \ l ~ .  
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The Ultimate Collection 

By Betty Jo Geiger 
Associate Editor 

W e all know that old soldiers just 
fade away, but what happens to 
old peddlers ... old Cutter 

peddlers? In John Conter's case, he 
raises spotted asses. 

Conter spent 44 years with the 
Cutter company (now Miles), and 
during his travels collected thousands 
of samples of animal and human 
health products. Shelves line the 
basement of his Billings, Mt., home, 
displaying everythmg from flavors of 
rye and amaretto that were mixed 
with grain alcohol during Prohibition, 
to the on@ inoculant Cutter 
developed for blackleg. Each of the 
packages contains the on@ prod- 
uct. 

Since there were no laws about 
truth in advertising early in the 
century, the claims on the package 
labels are hilarious. One product will 
claim to cure arthritis, dropsy, heart 
problems, etc. Conter has one box 
with at least 20 remedies for what was 
called, darkly, "men problems." 

Most amazing is the first of the 
Cutter blackleg products. The inocu- 
lant came in a small packet the size of 
a postage stamp. One package 
contained ten doses. A small crucible 
was provided, but the customer had 
to supply his own string. 

First, the incculant was dissolved 
in a container of water. Then, ten 
inches of string were placed in the 
container to absorb the liquid. A 
darning needle was used to pull the 
string through the animal's hide, and 
an inch of the string was cut off and 
left in the animal. Inoculation by the 
inch. 

Exciting Life 

Conter - fit, trim and pink- 
cheeked - looks 20 years younger 
than the 80 years old he will be next 
year. A native of Iowa, he took $150 
and went off to the University of 
Minnesota to become a veterinarian 
because he liked animals. As it turned 

John Conter shows o f f  the museum in his basement. 

out, the University of Minnesota did 
not have a veterinary school and he 
ended up taking care of 1,800-lb. 
Belgian horses for his keep. 

After finishing school, Conter 
became a sheep herder. He lists W.D. 
Farr as one of h~ favorite bosses. 
Conter had decided, however, that he 
wanted to be a salesman. When he 
saw in a cowboy magazine that the 
Cutter family was looking for people, 
he applied. He was hired ... to take 
care of their 600-head horse herd, 
which they were using as test animals 
to develop a human sleeping sickness 
vaccine. 

Conter and his wife Claire were 
married just before he left for World 
War II. Claire worked for Cutter 
while he was gone. He was sent to 
India for the first year to train with 
15,000 Chinese, and was then sent to 
North Burma. Conter, one vet tech, 
two doctors, one dentist and 15 
corpsmen were the backup team for 
3,000 Chinese. Conter was in charge 
of the care of 25 mules. The 
contingent's assignment was to push 
the Japanese out of the country so the 
Ledo Road could be built. 

"The road was 550 miles long - 
the distance from Denver to Billings - 
and was terrible," Conter recalled. 
"We were so short on officers, two of 

us were promoted from private to 
second lieutenant. They gave us $150 
to buy uniforms, but there wasn't any 
place to buy them so we spent the 
money on booze. We each bought 24 
bottles of gin. 

"After that experience, two things 
I never wanted to do again were eat 
rice and go on picnics." 

After the war, Conter became a 
salesman for Cutter. His territory ran 
from Washington state to Wyoming 

Conter has a little bit of merything 
in his collection 
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The very first blackleg inoculation kit ... 
product by  the inch 

Contefs Spotted Ass Ranch is known across the country. 

and North Dakota. On each three-month swing, he and Claire 
would make the rounds of hospitals, drug stores and feed 
stores. Basically, the only product they had to start with was 
sulfa. 

"I will never forget," Conter said. "The first year our gross 
sales were $39,000. The company was pleased and we all made 
money. They gave me a $10 raise - all the way to $160 a 
month. The Cutter family was a delight to work for." 

Spotted Asses 

In 1983, Conter retired with 44 years under his belt. 
Through a good friend, Dave Parker, founder of Parker Live- 
stock, he and Claire started raising spotted asses. 

Versatile creatures, the asses are used for packing, sheep 
protection, halter breaking of calves and, as the b m u r e  says, 
for foal companionship, help with handicapped children and 
baby-sitting. The donkeys, of which there are only about 700, 
come in three sizes: miniature, standard and mammoth. 
Some of the animals sell for several thousand dollars. 

Until recently, Conter ran the American Council of Spotted 
Asses. Once, they were a s p d  feature on the "Today Shaw. " 
They do part of their advertising on sheep wagons along the 
road, near Pompeys Pillar outside of Billings. 

"I used to have 800 sheep and one sheep wagon," Conter 
explained. "Now we have eight wagons and two old ewes. 
Something got out of hand." 

The Conters also use the wagons as camp units for their 
three grown children and grandchildren. 

If you should stop in Billings to see the infamous Conter 
museum, or the spotted asses, you can rest assured that John 
Conter will pour you a drink and toast you with the 

SAP (Spotted Ass Promoter) Club Toast: 

The tip of this early-day syringe is as big as the end of 
my little finger. The tip of a knife was usually used to 
puncture the hide-/ and then the needle was inserted 

May your friends never leave you, 
May your spurs never rust. 
May your spotted ass never stumble, 
May your cinch never bust. 
May your boots never pinch, 
May your crops never fail. 

The next stev in the vackaaina o f  a blacklea 

May you always have plenty to eat and drink, 
May you never go to jail. 


