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Dear Colleagues: 
The major news item to report is the 

plan for the First International Meeting of the 
Medical Collectors Association which will 
take place in Frankfurt, Germany on Sep- 
tember 1-4. Dr. & Mrs. Erwin Rugendorff 
have been hard at work putting together a 
very exciting program. A copy of this pro- 
gram is included with the Newsletter. The 
preliminary program includes the plans for a 
Frankfurt city tour, visit to the old Roman 
castle which houses a medical instrument 
collection. and a day trip to Heidelberg with a 
visit to their famous pharmacy museum. The 
grand finale farewell dinner at the Schloss 
Hotel Kronberg should also be a great event. 
The high!igni. as usual, will be the scientific 
program. We already have three speakers 
lined up f3r papers and three dealers have 
expressed eariy interest in the meeting. In 
addition, several other dealers including 
Elizabeth Bennion from England are seri- 
ously considering attending. The deaiers 
have agreed to respond to a special mem- 
bers wants list for those individuals attending 
the 

this 

meeting. 
Appended with 

Newsletter is a copy 
of the preliminary pro- 
gram. We are working 
out the details of the 
meeting in terms of 
registration fees and 
logistics. An early 
registration form is 
attached as well. I 
expect that sometime 
around October we will 
make a mailing separate 
from the Newsletter 
calling for registrations. 
Since this is an Interna- 
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describe the city of Frankfurt and also a 
brochure about the Steigenberger Frankfurter 
Hof Hotel which is the finest in the city, The 
meeting itself will be held at the Marriott Hotel. 
The Marriott Hotel (brochure enclosed) will be 
the official meeting hotel, but we have also 
reserved rooms at the Steigenberger for those 
who are seeking something more luxurious. 
Please put these dates in your calendar and 
make plans to attend. 

Another exciting development in con- 
nection with the meeting is the agreement of 
the International Congress on the History of 
Medicine to include our meeting as a satellite. 
The Congress will be printing the announce- 
ment of our meeting in their future mailings. 
Anyone wishing information on the Interna- 
tional Congress or wishing to combine it with 
our meeting should contact the lnternational 
Hippocratic Foundation c/o Dr. S.G. Marketos. 
20 Paii. Ioakeirn S t i e ~ i ,  106 75, Athens, 
Greece. I am working with a travel agent on a 
group flight - hotel package. These prices w~ l l  
be available around October for ihe next 
mailing. 

For t h ~ s e  of you who did not have an 
opportunity ro attend the iast meeting of the 
Association in Minneapolis, I can report to you 
on a very S U C C ~ S S ~ U ~  event. This meeting was 
somewhat unsual in that in spite of a very large 
attendance, there were no dealer exhibitions 
and none of the museum curators attended. 

Both of these absences were 
a disappointment and I 
certainly hope at the meeting 
in Frankfurt we will have a 
good representation from the 
medical museums curator 
group. I can say with confi- 
dence we will have a good 
representation from the 
dealer group. The presenta- 
tions were superb and gener- 
ated a great deal of discus- 
sion and interest. Our hosts. 
Al Kuhfeld and the Bakken 
Museum were exceedingly 
gracious. The Bakken is a 

tional event, we hope that people will regis- remarkable museum and everyone enjoyed the 

ter early to allow us to plan appropriately for opportunity to tour the museum and have a first 

the activity. Included with this Newsletter to hand overview from someone who is intimate 

b q n  t3 oiier;: you are brochures which with its daiiv workings. Dr. Kuhfeld has been 



gracious enough to send me a collection of brochures from the Bakken which I have included 
with this Newsletter. After the lectures and lunch and the tour of the Bakken, we all journeyed 
over to the Museum of Questionable Medical Devices and had a charming presentation by Bob 
McCoy. Bob also has been gracious enough to send us some interesting material from the 
Museum of Questionable Devices which is included with this Newsletter. 

We have the usual columns included and once again we are grateful to Bill Helfana for 
allowing us to use a reprint from one of his vignettes in the History of Pharmacy. Also, Eric 
Kane, has been kind enough to send in a photocopy of a patent with a picture of a medical 
bag described in the patent from his collection. The patents I find are fascinating in giving us a 
glimpse of medical practice as it was in the early United States, in this case dating back to 
1864, as described by the physicians themselves. 

We have had a nice response to, "Can You Identify This" column. We received some 
material from Henry Gloetzner from the Medical Museum in Norwalk. These photos are in- 
cluded in the Newsletter for your review and comment. John Lewin has also included a page 
for the, "Can You Identify This." section. 

In view of the large amount of reading material included with this letter, I have not 
abstracted any other publications for this Newsletter. Several other announcements are 
contained with this mailing which should be of interest to you. Roy Scheuer has sent an 
enclosure describing the development of a Medical Leech Museum in Charleston. South 
Carolina which will be open in about one year. J.P. Wayenborgh has sent us an announce- 
ment of 2 ne\w vnlnme on the Histcr j  d O p h t h z l m ~ l ~ g y .  Other inter-- I cat;l I-- ,y a, -"" 11 ~~unceme i i t s  
include the description of the Arabia Steamboat Museum and a forthcoming auction by the 
auction team Koln. There are also a number of other announcements which should be of 
interest to ali o i  you inciuaing a description of the Civil 'War Museum and the annual meeting 
for this group. 

Sincerely, 

M. Donald Blaufox, M.D.,  Ph.D 



C . 4 5  E'OC IDENTIFY THIS? 

I L J o n  L e ~ b l n  



P;-c\~i~nt.J  lTw Gout i t001 CJ  I i n ~ i r ~ c ~ l  i h q r  ,~llo:\i.ti \i~;'i'c.ic~ to prop foot at prcierred 
m~lt t .  

I th ink  rh i i  i h  a :  

Please R e t ~ l r n  to M. Donald Hl~iu i 'os .  1,I .D..  P h D .  



CLAN 1'011 IDENTIFY THIS? 

Subrni~ted B?: IIenry J .  Gloztzner. h1.D 

Material: Maker: 

Description: 

Presumed Use: 

Date: 

From. 

Pleabe Return to M. Donald Blciufou. M.D.,  Ph.D 



CAN YOU IDESTIFIT THIS'? 

From. 

Plea\e Re:ilrn ro 3'1. Donald Blaufox. M.D., Ph.D. 



C,iY E'OL- IDENTIFY THIS'.' 



CAN YOU IDENTIFY THIS? 

Description: T h ~ s  insrrunent is a sornc\vhat t~rpical " i !mip"  except for the distal portion 
that is flattened and has a slidin? bar :o contml the apposition of the tl,+.o 
Slades. This is not homemade. 

I t h i n k  rhis I.; a: 

From: 



C I N  YOU IDEXTIFY THIS'? 

Subniltted Bq Henr) J .  Gloetzner. 51 1) 

hlLltericll: > I . L ~ C J  Duts. 

Description: Althoush this \vas included in a "package" donated to our med~cal museum 
I'm not certain that i t  is a medical lnmu~ncnt .  The "xms"  ( 3 )  are not hollcw: the 
"c;1ps" screw off and probably are for clectl-icd wires. The distal end is not a 
screw as all ,oroove are pa1.;~11~'1. 

Presumed Use: 

I think this is a: 



Hstorical Imaees of the Drug Market- 
by William 

Prin\j.qc!sTs' prescription volume often has 
been affected by physician dispensing, and during 
periods or' economic difficulty, the effect has been 
severe. The reverse side of the coin has been coun- 
terprescribing, which has been equally decried by 
physicians. This activity has also had a distinct 
impact on proprietary medicine manufacturers, 
who have fought back by repeatedly advising their 
clients to "accept no substitutes," "beware of 
counterfeits." or to observe that there are "none 
genulne without the 'signature." The proprietors 
of Perry Davis' Pain Killer sho~ved just how one 
should respond to the pharmacist who would offer 

a substitute in this illustration on the back cover 
of a pamphlet published around 1900 advertising 
the many uses of its product. The anguished cus- 
tomer's response, in lines below the illustration 
was quite certain. "No! I did not ask for a bottle 
any cheaper, or twice as large, or one made by 
yourselves, that you know all about. I did ask for 
Perry Davis' Painkiller, and will not have any sub- 
stitute, for I have used it, my father used it, and 
I would not be surprised if my grandparents did 
so, too. There is no imitation that can equal it. Of 
that I am sure." (Size of illustration, 3;k" X 32"). 

P h a r m n r v  i n  H i s t n t r  



E. B. 'P,lltKISFO.h: LKD ,T. 31. DIld3IS, OF PHlLIDELiJET:I, PEXXS'GLYAXIA. 

I M F R O V E D  M E D I C I N E - C H E S T .  

Spccificntion for~riiu,o par t  of L c t t c n  Pa ten t  No. 45,86C, dntcd No~cmLer  !?9,1CG4. 

declare the followhg to be a full, clew, and 
exact description of the same, reference being 
had to the accompanying d n w i n p ,  and to the 
letters of reference marked thereon. 

Our inrention consists, first, In a medicine- 
m e  composed of aii exki ior  cf ! ~ t h e r  c r  
other ;;kc materid, and au iukrior  box, with 
 paces between the said box 2nd tha a e  far 
the reception of bandages, Lnt, &c, mhich 
serve as cnsbions to render t h t   we more com- 
forbble to c1n-y aud to protect the contents 
from injury; secondly, in certnin pouches a t  
the en& cf the m e  for the reception of sponges, 
~ h i c h  a n  thm be obtained without disturb- 
ing the contents of the casc. 

I n  order to enable others to make and nso 
our invention, me will now proceed to describe 
12 ~onstmction. 

On reference to the accompzngring dnmings, 
mhich form 3, pa-: of this speci f i~~t lon .  Figure 
1 is a longitndhal section of our improaeci 
medicine-case for qrmy use; Fip 2, a tmns- 
verse vertical section, and Fig. 3 ~b ~ectional  
plan view. 

Sixilar ietters refer to similar parts throngh- 
out the several views. 

A is  a leather case. which is closed a t  tt;e 
top by  a flap, c, the latter being secured b y  
sa table  straps and buckles, and a t  each end 
of the case is a lcather pocket or pouch, B, 
through opening8 nem the upper edge of each 
of whch  p w e s  a cord, c. A flap, dl is al- 
ranged to turn down over i x h  pouch, and is 
secured in its position by a strap and buckle. 
On the insi lo of the flap a is a leather strip, 
b ,  which is secured at three of its e d p s  to 
thc mid flap so as to form a pocket. Witnin 
the ieather c3sa fits an oblongrooden box, C, 
the sides e e of which are somemhat lower than 
the ends f f, the latter being rounded qt the  
top, as shown in the drawinp. The interior 
of the box i s  separated by pr t i t ione  Into four 
compartmcots, D, D', D", and D"', three of 
mhich contain metallic flasks for the reception 
of medicines. -In the compartm:nt D"' is  a 
glass vial or  bottle, E, over the top of which 
is inverted 3 graduated measuring-glass, F. 

]ides and bottom of the box the m e  is sc 
~ z c h  iarger t z u n  the intter thnt there is T. 
3pace b e t ~ e e n  the t,wo. Pockcts or pouches 
Ire thus formed for the rcccption of lint, band- 
xges,' or other suitable soft or yielding ma% 
rials needed. by surgeons on the field. The 
;pace betmen the bottom of the box and that. 
of the leather w e  is fillcd with hair, which 
forms a gelding cushion. and in a c h  of the 
pouch= at the end of the w e  is a sponge. 
The pocket a t  the unde- side of the flap a is  
enploved for the reception of lint or band- 
ages, and a tomci is  placed on top of the flmks 
and between the latter 2nd the flap. To each 
end of the w e  is riveted one end of n, belt or  
strap, H. 

The medical cases heretofore constxncted 
for army use have proved objectionable from 
their weigh: and from the improper distribn- 
tion of their contents, ~ h i c h  makes them in- 
conrenientlp bulky. Being composed of hard 
unyieldi.~g materixls, t.hey are-very nncomfort- 
able to c a r q ,  and conseqnentiy are CiizquentJy 
thrown aside by the attendant, or purposely 
dropped, so as to damage the contents, there- 
by rendering them unscrviwable. 

The abovedescribed case is  light, (weigtiing 
but nine ..nd one-half pounds when filled,) 
and thc contents are 80 disposed that any 
one of them may be obtained mithont need- 
lcsslq- disarranging the othen, and the soft 
yielding materids ~ h i c h  are interposed be- 
tween thc outside of the box A and the case, 
as well as the sponges at the ends, form cush- 
ions, so that the case is both comfortable to 
carry and is serviceable m a pillow a t  night. 
Thcre is consequently no inducement for the 
attendan: to dispose of it, mhjle if accident- 
ally droppcct the shock will be broken by the 
cnshionand damage tothecontents be thuspre- 
vented. As sponges are most frequently used, 
i t   ill be seen that they a m  placed in such a 
position aa to be readily obtaincdmithout dis- 
turbing the other contents of tho m e .  

W e  claim as our invention and desirc to se- 
cnrc by Letters Patent- 

1. A medicine - case composed of thc ex- 
terior case or corer, A, of lcather or other liko 

To all w h o m  i: n-,ay concern: Gpon the tops of the flasks iu the Sox rests a 
Be ib known that mc, R. B. P s s t v s o x  and 

JOHS N. X ~ n x s ,  both of Philadelphia, Pe ,11- 
qlindriczl case, G, which is adapted for thc 
reception of pla&crs. The m e  is secured to 

6ylt.aniz, f ; z c  inrented nn Improved Xedi- the box C at  the ends of the fame; but a t  the 
r i m - C s e  for Armv Vsc: and we do hereby . 

/ 1 
I 

I 
I 

/ 1 1 
I .  
i 1 



mnt~r ln l ,  and the interior bas. C. ~ i t h  spaces nnmcs to this specifiation in the prewnce of 
1 Fm A .', ., ,ed rr berneen the L T ~ .  substnntin!l- as nnd 1 , trro snbscribing vitncsses. 
for t h e  pcrposc here;-, set forth. ROBT. B. P-4RlimSOTU'. 

2 .  The eombinaliou of the  inid c a w  n i t h  ( JOm Jf. 3IARIS. 
the  p n c h e c  I! D nt tilc cnci of thc same. fo; I Witnesses: 
t h ~  parpose specified. C I I A X L ~  E. FOSTER, 
13 testimony r h e r c a i  n.c h n v c  s ~ g n e d  our J. EYLIS X:.RIS. 





Museuim 
stuck on 
leeches 
By ROBERT BEHRE 
'31 The Pcrsl ana ' Jour~er s:aff 

CharlesLon s newect museum will 
display hundreds of surgical  tools. 
but iLs founder k n o w  the main a t .  
traction wil! w g g l e .  

"F rom the public's point of view, 
i t   ill be an opportunity to observe 
l ive leeches ,"  s a i d  Roy S a w y e r ,  
president of Biopharm. which sells 
laboratory-grown leeches to hospi- 
tals across ihe world. 

During h ~ s  yea r s  researching Lhe 
medical history of these parasites.  
Sawyer has amassed an extensive 
collection of medical  arl ifacls.  in- 
cluding pain t ings .  lancets .  bowls. 
bieeding cups. ceraiiiic leech jar;. 
barber poies and leech tubes Lhat 
doctors i v o ~ l d  iis? Lo carr:; !eeche: 
on house calls .  

Some a r e  :nore than 1.000 years 
old.  Satvver  p v r n  has  a s e t  of 
E ~ r u s c a n  loga plns shaped like a 
leech tha t  da t e  back to (he  9th Cen- 
tury B.C. 

"We've got a la rger  collection of 
bloodlel.llne and leccl~ing antiques 
than the SmiLhsonian.'. he said.  

His next s t ep  is to find a suilablt. 
place to display t h ~ m  Saviyer is 
poised to buy the  h i s t o r ~ c  Creek 
Revival sineie house a t  325, E a s ~  
Bay St in downtown Char les ton.  
and thc city of Charleston is exnpc- 

led to sel! Sau-ver 111c smal l  o f f i c ~  
building bcll~ntl it for S55.000.  

T l ~ e  niuseulil c ~ n t r ; i n r e  ~ 1 1 1  b~ 
LhrougA ~ h c  i ~ i f i c e  building a t  2 8 ' :  
Alexander S!. 

A s  soon ac [ h w e  acals  ark, fin- 
ished. Sawyer  ir.111 gel ptarted "The 
hr~lk of the co l l ec~ ion  is silting a t  
the London a i rpor t  [vaiiing to be 

shipped ove r  here." I t  is expected 
to open to  t h e  public ea r ly  next 
year .  

Visitors also will be able to see 
dozens of species of leeches, includ- 
ing the Amazon leech. which can 
g r o r  up to 18 inches long. 

'In cer ta in  cases. we would let 
people hold a leech. Of the  650 spe- 
cies. there is one tha t  doesn't bite," 
Sawyer  said.  'But our museum is 
more  than a leech museum.  It 's  a 
surgical  history museum,  and sur-  
gery m e a n t  bleeding. "This was the 
p r i m a r y  m e d i c a l  t r e a t m e n t  f o r  
hundreds  of y e a r s ,  if not thou- 
sands.- 

T h e  p h o t o  a b o v e  s h o w s  329 E a s t  B a y  St. .  t h e  p o s s i b l e  s i t e  of 
C h a r l e s t o n ' s  n e w e s t  m u s e u m  - t h i s  one d e d i c a t e d  t o  a col- 
l e c t i o n  of s u r g i c a l  t o o l s  a n d  l ive  l e e c h e s .  

h lany i t ems  in the col lec t ion  
shows that  the roots of today's hos- 
pital bovls  and barber poles extend 
back for centuries. 

F o r  mstance. Sawyer marvels  a t  
how a n  iiih-century barber bowl is 
verv much similar to today's hospi- 
9 - 1  =- .+,,- hn-lc J p ~ ~ u r . .  "There's mth ing  

new under the sun, and nothing to- 
tally dies People don't apprecia te  
:ha: there 1s !his cnnnecLion to the 
past . '  

T h e  or ig in  of m o d e r n  b a r b e r  
poles can  be found in signs that  oid 
fashion barbers.  who also acied a s  
su rgeons ,  used to identify t h e m -  
selves to illiterate customers.  The 
pole design evolved f r o m  bloody 
bandages wrapped around a white 
pole. 

" P e o p l e  recognize the  b a r b e r  
pole but don't have any idea where  
it c a m e  from." he said. 

Other i tems, such as  a 1720 J a p a -  
nese  b a r b e r  bowl a n d  a n  1850 
French Masonic barber  bowl. have 
e l e g a n t  p a t t e r n s  and  beau t i fu l  
c r a f t s m a n s h i p  t h a t  has  su rv ived  
more  than 200 years.  

"hlost people don't  consider med- 
ical  antiques as  being art ist ic,  but 
some  are, '  he said. 

Sawyer  said the museum likely 
will be  private, but he is not open- 
ing it solely as a money-maker .  

"It 's  for public relations and the 
educat ion  of the medical  p ro fe s -  
s iona l  " The m u s e u m ' s  open lng  
m a y  not cause leech sa!es to rlse. 
but Sawyer  figured. "It 's got to be 
good for us." 

Biopharm currently has about 18 
employees ,  all but two of ~ v h o m  
work in Europe.  After the museum 
opens ,  Sawyer  said he  p lans  to  
gradually move the company over 
here.  

Sawyer hopes noi oniy to  pi;:; iip 
the historical value of h ~ s  exhibits. 
but  of t h e  proper ty  i t se l f .  The 
house a t  329 East  Bay is known as  
"The Gadsden House" because Phil-  
ip Gadsden - son of Revo lu t iona r~  .-. w a r  hero Christopher G;dsii.c:: 
f i r s t  lived there.  

::g;~evc:, Sal.?q;er s?!d h~ a lso  

hopes to  find out more  about anoth- 
e r  fo rmer  resident. Dr. B.B. Sim- 
mons moved in af ter  Gadsden. and 
he was  recognized as  "the l e a d ~ n g  

10 surgcon of the South." accorai.,, 
Josech I .  R'aring's book. ",I hledi- 
c a l  H i s to ry  of South Carol ina  
1670-1825." 

"I!? undoubtedly bled peocie IIe 
was  not only a doctor. but a su r -  
geon." Sawyer  said. 

And the house also stands several  
blocks north of a similar business. 

An advertise men^ In the hlay 27. 
1828 edi t ion  of "The Char les ton 
Cour i e r "  said a merchan t  a t  1 7 3  
E a s t  Bay St.  was  selling leeches 

"1,ceches w e r e  sold widely in 
Charleston before." he said.  "Khnt  
we ' re  doing is no1 new. It's an old. 
established practice." 

POST 6 COURIER 1-29-95 



Ihl. Dondd Blaufox, h1.D.' Ph.D 
'hledlcal Collectors Assocntion 
1300 hlorns Park Ave. 
Bronx. N Y  10161 

Dear htr. Blriufox: 

Sis rears ago, a trasure hunting adventure of five Kansas City area families resulted i n  
one of the most significant collections in the country--the excavation of the Steamboat 
i ivrlhici ,  a side-~vheeler that sank in the Missouri River in 1856 as it journeyed to the 
frontle: carr]l'ing 200 tons of supplies. 

Three years after the excavation of the steamer's cargo, the doors to the .4rabiu 
S:emh,mt ?,!useurn were opened, The exhibit showcases the tons of precious artifacts 
rexcveci from this sunken 'time capsule," and provides insight into the nostalgic past 
of tlie steamboat era and its role in opening up the western frontier. The collection 1s 
the largest pre-Civil War collection in the country. 

Arr,ong the many items found in the sunken boat were medicine bottles and other 
rneciicine items. hlost of the bottles retained the crizinal contents. Some of the 
medicines include hlexicm hlustang Linament, Dr. J. Hostetter's Stomach Bitters, 

( N e n e  and Bone Linament, and hlaguire's Elixir. Some small tin pill boxes still have 
piils inside. We d s o  have lice combs and lancets. 

I belielie your readers would be interested in the story of the excavation and the 
museum. I have enclosed some information of the Arabia Steamboat Museum that I 
hope you will find interesting. 

Piease call me at (816) 371-1856 if you need additional information or would like to 
talk to one of the excavators. 



Time Capsule of 1856 Frontier Cargo 

On August 3, 1856, during the Golden Age of steamboating, the Great W'iite Arabia 
was loaded in St. Louis with 220 tons of cargo for what would be her last voyage. The packet 
side-wheeler traveled with supplies for general stores in towns along the Missouri River. The 
Arubiu's precious cargo, however, would not be unloaded for 132 years. On September 5, 
about six miles north of Kansas Citv, she rammed into a submerged tree snag and Immediately 
sank. The passengers and crew sunrived the wreck; only a frightened mule perished, 

Overnight the river bottom of the "hlighty M 0 "  swallowed up the Arubiu and her 
cargo. Although out of sight, the .4rubia was not forgotten by people who had heard rumors 
about her large stock of whiskey and gold. Over the \?ears, determined treasure hunters 
attempted excavations to no avail. 

Tides would turn, however, when the Ariihril's legend reached the ears of five 
adventuresome families in the Kansx  City z e 3 .  Llsin~ 19th-century newcpaper accolints, 
strong metal detectors called magnetonleters. and the~r  on  n funding, the families found and 
uncovered the steamboat in the winter of 1988. Instead uf finding the iegendxy barrels of 
whiskey and gold, they found an entire time capsule of 1556 frontier cargo. New pre-Civil 
War merchandise, the largest collection of its hnd .  was uncovered in remarkable condition. 
The artifacts, now displayed at the ,4rubilz Steamboat hluseum in Kansas City, Missouri, tell a 
rich story about frontier !ife. 

The excavation crew found hundreds of thousands of items on the boat's main deck and 
in the hull. Cargo including bottles of neaicine. wagon wheels, and wood-working tools were 
necessary items to continue westward expansion. The .-lriibiu also carried important stock to 
build settlements, such as shovels, axes. picks, square-headed nails, lumber, glass panes. and 
even two prefabricated houses. 

The steamer also carried household and personal supplies to the frontier which included 
clothing, razors. hair pins, brushes and combs, boirs of material and skeins of y a n ,  sewin0 a 

pins and needles, lamps, and pots and pans. For children, the boat carried tiny shoes, school 
slates aid zlthzr schm! supplies snch I S  pencils. brass pens, ink wells, and grammar books. 
For their parents, the boat carried Wedguood dishware, brooches and earrings, books, silks, 
and French perfume. The beauty of these artifacts suggests that iife on America's rugged 
frontier was sometimes quite elegant. 

Passensers' belongings help illustrate the distinct class differences of the travelers. 

The Arubiu's contents were preserved so well because of the environmental conditions 
45 feet underground. Deep in the earth there is no light, oxygen, or temperature change. 
These conditions were so optimum that the champagne is still bubbly, the perfume is still 
exquisite, the butter is still creamy, the cherries are still red, and the pickles are still green. 

In addition to cargo, parts of the steamboat, including the stern, were also recovered 
and are displayed at the museum. Large wooden structures receive nightly treatments to 
presene  the water-logged wood. Smaller wooden and leather artifacts are also treated then 
freeze-dried in the museum's laboratory. 

The artifacts recovered from the '41-abiu represent a precise moment suspended in time. 
This collection of American history details the western expansion movement and offers 
numerous possibilities for rediscovering our past. 

The Arabia Steamboat Museum is located in the historic River Market area in 
downtown Kansas City, Missouri. It is open every dav of the year except for New Yex ' s  
Day, Ejster, Thanksgiving, and Christmas. Call (816) 471 -4030 for information. 



Medicd shams survive test of time 
By MARTHA PURDY 
Pantagraph staff 

In 1919, a Tecria fim was 
manufacturing a device to re- 
lieve pain and strengthen the 
heart which it called the Elcct- 
reat 

in 1938, it became the first 
device the government. seized as 
a sham. 

The instrument looked some- 
what like an aluminum flashlight 
handle topped with a horizontal 
grater-like roller. When rolled 
across the body, it gave an elec- 
tric shock that was said to 
strengthen the heart 

!t was one of a variety of de- 
vices Sob McCoy discussed for 
the McLean County Medical So- 
ciety's meeting and installatio~ 
of oficers at Lakeside Country 
Club last night. 

iGcCoy, carator of the icluse~n: 
of Questionable Medical Devices 
in Minneapolis, said quackery 
hzs flourished since before hi- 
bert Ahrams used a radionics 
rr.a:l:ine to aaalyze blood sam- 
ples i.r 1920. 

.Grams, whom KcCoy dubbed 
the grandfather of quackery in 
the Vnited States, put blood 
samples submitted by unsus- 
pecting patienb into a machine 
he said used radio waves to get a 
ribratior? rate that told him what. 
malady the person suffered. 

.4biarns' patients appear to 
have suffered a deplerable rate 
of syphilis, for which Abrams 
had the $300 cure. 

Radio waves were common 
components of "cures" in the 
1920s end '30s, McCoy said, be- 
cause they were new. 

Dr. Crurn's coetherator, for 
example, promised to regrow 
amputated fingers and toes with 
?adio waves. 

Eeople v:ho didn't happen io 
be missing any digits were cot 
excluded, however, because the 
lievice also would kill insects 
within n 70-mile radius if a 
ahoto of the infested field wzs 
sme2red with insecticide an6 
inserted into the machine. 

Psychology was made simple 
70 years ago, when phrenology 
nachjnes measrred peopk's 
heads a x i  g-inser", act tapes a::- 
d p i i ~ g  5:eir chaxctei., eY i2 
about 31: qecmds 

Phrenology, which held that 
personaii$ traits could be iden- 
tified through bumps on the 
skull, was bascid on such hard 
evidence ss th2 tact :hat Nczart 
was pictilred composing music 
while leming his head on a hand 
with one Bnger curled near his 
temple. 

Coliier's released the first 
media expose of quack remedies 
in 1905, writing that patent med- 
icines contained opiates, alcohol 
and coca i~e  and were not the 
cure-a!ls t h e i r  p romoters  
claimed. 

The battle continues. 
"People are still dying because 

they are  relying upon false 
hopes," McCoy said. "The more 
preposterous the claim, some- 
times, t l e  more believable it is." 

In 1389, McCoy found an ad- 
vertisement for a duplicate of 
Dr. Crum's insecticide machine 
in 2 catalog pui out by Lord in- 
dustries. 

Something had happened in 
the interin, however, because 
ths Eew device worked only irr a 
50-mile radius. 

Other ?rauds, old and new, that 
McCoy dis-ussed were: 

e The Rnth Drcwn :adio 
thetapy machine, which ana- 
lyzed saliva aad then smitted 
healing rays. Ms. Drown claimed 
to be a chiropractor in Los h- 
gdes, 2nG ?ounci 35,000 people to 
subscribe to a three-year service 
in tht 1960s. 

a A n  eye exerciser, a 1930s 
device that promised to allow 
the user to discard eyeglasses 
after a regimen of eye massages. 
Becaase the regimen also re- 
quired users to sunbathe in the 
nude each day at either 11 a.m. 
or 2 p.m., sleep ouidoors in ~e 
moonlight and walk like a bear 
to relieve the abdominal pres- 
sure that caused poor eyesight, it 
was less poprilar in wiiiter 
months. 

A dupiicate, called L!e aerobic 
eye exerciser, was being mar- 
keted last year. 
s The Spectre-Chroine, a de- 

vice imented by DDinshab Gadiali 
that purported to break down 
the curative rays of the sun. 

Bob McCay; curator d t% M w x n  af Questionable Medical 
Devices ir; Minneapolis, demanstrated tha ph:e;lology 
machine. The device purported tcl analyze the patient's 
character by messirring his or he: head. A diagnssis cam 
out of the machine on paper tape in abu? 38 secmds. 

He sold 10,000. During his for 50 years because its maker 
trial, he called 65 vitnesses in refused to sell one to the then- 
his defense. One, a man who president of the American Med- 
claimed to have been cured of ical Association. . - 

had a seizure On the Rife was the chauffeur far Mrs. 
stand and rewired the atten- Timkin of rfie Timicin Bearing tions oi" tine doctors in the audi- 
ence. 

a Acu-Dots, which were mag- 
r.o,tized Band-Aid$. Siid to mag- 
netize the iron in the blood, the 
bandages were touted as effec- 
tive in healing rheumatism. They 
were so:d in 1983. 

a Rsya! R.fe machinas, which 
are sait  to send out rays that 
wil! destroy csncei 7;inlsss and 
the A?DS uiras. 

AIDS FIRS i'~u,?eCi B ~ j ~ o l i k r ~ -  
tion scams z&cCop sfiid, add- 
ing i.tlaf, ',ha B(iya) Riie ..2-,3?1dn5 
: a  S E J C ;  :3 hz,ve 5 e e r  ;;:rrpress..d 
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of The Journal staff 

INIUEAPOWS, Minn. - You can go io an art museum 
i S y u  wan: to gaze at paintings. 'To a natural history muse- 
YE i f  dinosaur bones turn you on. TO a science museum 

lo ]ram h ~ w  ciectricity works. 
tiui .~:h~r.-2 c21-1 you see a genuine Foot-Operated Breast Enlarger 

Pump? Or an authentic Omnipotent Oscilloclast. which diagnoses 
and cur:: iiiness bl, using vibrations? Or a full-scale MacGregor 
Rej~ \~en~. !or .  guaranteed to reverse the aging process for anyone 
v:So climbs inside? 

One ~ i a c e  -- the Museum of Questionable Medical Devices. 
And ivhil? ::o:i're there, you can marvel 2t the suckers who put 

their faith in such wond~rs. 
Knovyi! afi'ectio~ately as the Quackpry Hall of Fame, the two-room 

museu!n in  a qua.in1 oid area of this city harbors more miracle-cure 
rr?achines, drugs, devices and gadgets than a person cou!d hope to 
soak up in a single visit. 

Foundei-and curator Robert McCoy will happily help you try. 
.4n engaging man who's a ringer for W.C. Fields? McCoy will talk 
your ear qff sbout each exhibit. then wait for your requisite chu,ckles 
or moans. 

:vIost of the collection - the world's largest of quack medical 
dev~ces -- is on ioan from the American ~ e d i c a l  ~ssociation. the 
US Food .'. ? i ~ \ p  Administration, the St. Louis Science C e ~ t e r ,  Bak- 
ken !,it,raq. National Council Against Health Fraud and !he Phrenol- 
3gy Co. 

Man? were sazed from physicians - real or bogus -. by the 
Federz! D r ~ g  \dminis!ration, which started regulating drugs in 
1906 and medical dev~ces in 1938. 

You couid s lan  your \:isit on a light note by having y9;;r head 
"read." For $2. McCoy or an assistant will place a wire conlraption 
m your head and. with a series of clicks? measure the "bilmus" of 
your sku!!. The end result: a readout describing your personz!ity 
~ ~ n d e r  some two dozen mental faculties, including benevolence, 

humor and "sexamity." 
"It works mechanical- 

ly," McCoy said of 
the phre~oiogy machine, 
circa ! 905. "It jvs: 
takes a Iitlln lezp 3f 
faith to accept the princi- 
ple." 

From there you can 
check out whatever 
catches your eye. Be 
sure 10 take t ine to 
read the placards dis- 
played with each artifact. 
In  most cases. vou can'i" 
begin to tell bylooking 
what their intended 
hezling purpose was. 

Consider the radioaics 
machine ( i  92 i) .  This 
boxlike device used 
tiny co~lored lights to 
dizgnoss illness (if the\ 
flickered. you tested :. 
posi~ive). An imitation 
of the machine even 
claimed to kiil irsects 
in a farm field within 

4~ PHRENOLOGY machine, shown here by 
~ b e r t  McCoy, "i'eads" your skull .  

a 70-mile radius. 
Then there's the 

shoe-fitting X-ray unit. 
This was a common 
shoe store sales promo- 
tion device in the late 
'40s and early '50s. 
Customers could s l i ~  
theirfeet into a psi; 

The problem: rampan1 ra.diation leakage. By ! 970 !he ir.w:li>e 
was outlwed or effectively banned in al! 50 statcs. Ye1 the z d e !  
in McCoy's rnuseilm wasn't removed from 2, shze store antii  193 1 .  
That pafiicuiar m o k l  InZas one of I0.000 manufac~ured by a r:cu;..rlz- 
c~!.nct Mi!waijk:.e cornpil).. 

I t  is 17ot Ihe on!? machine in McCoy's ~o ' i .~r ious  coi!ection with 
a !\c!'ilwai!k:e ^:is. The Specto-Chrome !circa i 320) used co!ored lights 
to "cure" l i s a ~ c s  as serious as cancer. Ti;? p.ienp sat in Frwr of 
'the machin: qal:cd, fzcing north under c e m x  ;;loxi phascz, while " .  
the light -- rcd for heart problem:. pwple fc;. cancer, g r e c  jar ::re+ 
tinal discrden. amber To; psychological prob1:ms - bathed h i n .  
Inside was nothing nore  therapeutic :ha? a i ,900-watt iigh: h i t i .  ' 
The device soid for $1 50. - 

I he Xilw;:ukee company serving as nations! distributor ~hought.  
why should someone else get all ihe pro51s? TI carne up w i t h  iis cm.n. 
cheaper i/er-sign (S 125) .  downscaled with a 500-watt lighi b;~.lb. 



, ::sinbcr of devices in  McCoy's co!kcl~orl. did their \ ~ ~ i k  lofig 
d:.$- i . , ld , ,~e .  ;. - Tk,c Omnipotent Osc~llociast ( i  920s!. for rsarnpic., diag- 
ncssd iilcess from thc "vibra~ion rare" g i \ w  off by saniplcs of bluod. 
win.? sr s2lis.a - even a signarure - szr:~ in b! paiicnti That ~ i b r a -  
tion rate t i i e ~  ::as multiplied n~illions of t ines  and f imsed  b! radio 
tubes on n viai of distilled water. The wattrs was sen! to [he p a t l m  
:G d r i d  as a cure. 

Thit radio therapy machine of the same decade practiced a n  rven 
;7..0r2 re::.;oie form oftscarrncnt. Placing a b!oo< sample on a piate 
;;-, L J - : ~ ;  machinr. ihs  doctor tmed in her device to brcacicast hcaling 
rsT..c to :h@ pstie;;!. wherever hc or sh? was 2~ nome. \ 

Nor a!! of McCoy's artifacts are large. cr  e1ect;icaL .?.rnong the . 
srnailer (but no less devious) hcaling aids you'll find: 

THEPC!:IZER (1.957): .A glass tube ccnlainirlg mtrciip. t!~is isas 
alleged !3 "pol-ize" t.he oxygen i n  drinking wale!-. prcd:!cin_e "remark- 
cbie resuiis'' in rreating arthritis. diabetes, constipation and many 
other disease:. li also claimed to make bad wine taste good. 

P205~iiTE: GLAND !I1/,M?bE~ (i918): This d w i w  c h i  nicd to hi-n~sh 
coiA~.;Ia!:.l hta; to :he reclal area. in the process. 1 1  inas said ro cxute 
,the sc-islld "abdominal brain" to relieve disccrsc a x !  - if uscd 
long emugh - restc~re the user's sex drive, (Many ~i McCoy's mail- 
order zilifxts addressed se.xual proh!enx ~ r ;  a n  r-:!.; whrn peo::?~ 
wrr: !oc:  hi. io discuss them with a physician.) 

QLT?,;V!CLET RAY BEVICE: .-\ hand-held devir:e w i t h  at!.ac'lin~ents 
:hat  er,p!oyed ultraviolet rays for a myriad of . ~iscs.  . .i rakc-like a!tach- 
ne::t. for exanpie. made i~ a rnirc?c!e comb i!a:rni~!p lo cause hair 

~ i l e a ~  a:. a fiearnarkrt. it might 
pay to give &!cCoy a ca!l at 
(612) 545-! 113 o r  a1 the 
museu;n a[ (512) 379-4046. I n  
facr, this whole project of his 
began with the gift of two 
phrcno!op  machines in the 
'70s. 

The !'3.!hrs of a friend of 
hfcCoy's had gotten the sales 
pitch for k c  phreno!ogy 
machines ciijring a train ride to 
Milwaukee early i : ~  the century, 
McCoy s a i d . 3 ~  the time the 

. 

Minnesntan got LO Beer Tcwn,  
he'd agreed to sell a!l cjf tiis 
stsock to invcst in the company, 
located in Superior, Wis. "The 
fami!!/ :Iz1icr forgave him, 
McCoy said. When he died, the 
sor! foctnd himself in possession 
of 12 such machines. 

Untike many of his devices' 
inveniors, McCoy isn't in this 
for the money. Exep t  fw the  
phrenology reading, and some 
postcards and posters for sale, 
the museum is free. Xis main 
source of income for the ventilre 
comes from presentations he 
makes at medical gatherings. 
(He's also appeared in "The To- 
day Show" and "Late Night 
With David Letterman.") He 
gets his space in the mali. rent- 
free. 

' 6  9 I rn t r y i ~ g  to e d x a t e  people 
GP, the d a n g m  of medical 
fraud," said McCoy, who is re- 
tired from the steel business. 
Those dangers persist t d a y .  Not 
all of McCoy's devices are from 
"the bad cld days." 

Take that breast enlarger 
pump. In  1976,4 million women 
responded to an ad offering it for 
$9.95 plus postage. (The pump 
produced a strong suction when 
operated, but all change - in- 
cluding bruises and discomfort 

- was temporary.) 

h . 5 - t i q ~ s  Phrenology Machine - 1905 

Just a few weeks ago, a Min- 
nesota man was arresied for us- 
ing and selling a rac'iionics ma- 
chine not unlikl: ?AcCoy's relic 
of seven decades ago. This one 
claimed, among c t k r  rniracies; 
to cure AIDS. 

Not surprising!;). a fair 
amount of traffic t h r~ugh  MC- 
Coy's museum cor,sists of doc- 
tors and other health profession- 
als. His wife, Ma!.garei Horro- 
bin, is a pediatric~an. 

Once McCoy was asked to 
play docior himself. donning 
white coat and making a phony 
presentation of his Toftness Ra- 
diation Detector. which used 
PVC-like pipes to "draw noxious 
energy from thc body." He was 
halfway th r~ugh  his presentation 
to a class of University of Min- 
nesota medical students. enjoy- 
ing the looks cf respectful bewil- 
derment, when a teacher burst 
out laughing. 


