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Dear Colleges, 

This is the last Newsletter of 1998 and the 34' 
Newsletter since the organization was founded. We had a 
small but very interested group of people attend the 1 3' 
Annual Meeting in London in October. The site of the 
meeting at The Royal College of Medicine provided in itself 
a very historic venue. Several of the attendees had a 
fascinating tour of the Wellcome Library in the morning 
preceding the meeting. Several very interesting and 
informative talks were given covering a wide range of 
medical history related to artifacts. The formal meeting was 
followed by a most enjoyable cocktail reception and dinner. 
A notable highlight of this particular meeting was its timing 
in conjunction with the Scientific and Medical Instrument 
Fair, which was held at the Portman Hotel the Sunday 
following the meeting (October 25'). Many of the 
attendees were able to visit the show and pick up 
interesting and sought after items. 

The visit to the Scientific Instrument Show was 
particularly rewarding for me. One of the dealers had a Hill 
& Bamard sphygmomanometer with the certificate of 
authenticity dating it to January 23, 1897. A copy of this 
certificate is included with the 
Newsletter. This is a particularly 
historic device since it is very 
likely that the Hill & Barnard 
syphygmomanometer was 
invented independently and 
concurrently with the Riva-Rocci 
device, which is generally 
regarded as the first truly 
modem sphygmomanometer. 
This invention is discussed in 
some detail in the book which 
Dr. Naqvi and I have published 
recently on blood pressure 
measurement. 

As is customary with 
this issue of the Newsletter, I am 

M. Donald BLufox, M.D., Ph.D. 
Prmident 
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next conference.The fourteenth MCA Meeting will be held in 
Charleston, South Carolina. We have not yet determined the 
exact meeting site, but it is likely to be one of three hotels 
which I will be inspecting in the next couple of weeks. The 
hotels in Charleston are located in the historic district so that 
there is an easy opportunity to visit the historic buildings of 
the area, as well as several antique shops. I am trying also 
to coordinate the meetingwith amonthly antique show which 
is held in the city and am setting up some associated visits. 
One ofthese will be totheLeech Museum. Anannouncement 
of the Leech Museum and its facility is included in this 
Newsletter. 

During our visit in Frederick, Maryland, several of 
us had the good fortune to stay at the Tyler Spite House. 
Norm Medow enjoyed it so much that he researched Dr. Tyler 
andwrote a briefarticle about the place. It is amost interesting 
story and I have included it with this Newsletter. 

Although no one has submitted a new "Can you 
Identify" object this year, I am including a picture of a very 
interesting medical cane, which converts into a stethoscope. 
It was kindly suppliedtome by Alex Peck and Ithought people 
would find it of interest. It is a unique device. Although its 

historic significance may not be very 
great, it certainly is interesting from 
the point of view of the wide range of 
medical artifacts which are potentially 
available and of  interest to the 
collector. 

There were several responses to 
the "Can You Identify" column from 
last issue and these include one from 
Dr. Charles Benedict and one from Dr. 
Alfred Schett. Both of these replies 
provide a good deal of  useful 
information, especially for those of 
you interested in ophthalmology and 
their detailed responses are included 
in this Newsletter. 

also announcing the site of our 



In view ofthe increasing utilization ofthe lnternet as a source of information and correspondence, 1 have included 
with this Newsletter, once again, anumber of Web pages of related sites. Although I included some Web sites in an earlier 
Newsletter, this is a much more extensive source. I have not visited all of these sites, nor have I edited them. They are 
here for your exploration if you are interested. 

A couple of other items worth mentioning. Of course, we have the contribution by Bill Helfand on Pharmacy in 
History, which is always fascinating. Also, I am including an announcement from the Society ofcivil War Surgeons, this 
is an extremely active and impressive group. 

Finally, Dr. Erwin Rugendorffwho hosted our meeting in Frankfurta little over two years ago, has given us some 
monographs on the history of lithotomy. This is a very well written, comprehensive and informative survey and it is 
included with this Newsletter for your interest. 

Once again, please send me any items that may be of interest to the membership. This could include items to 
identify, patents, and I would be particularly interested in seeing any articles which you may think are worth reproducing 
for the membership at large. 

Please renew promptly for next year and also keep in mind that we will be having our next meeting in Charleston, 
South Carolina in November. This is a great historic city and should provide a wonderful environment for the meeting. 
In that regard. I would like to hear from any of you who would be interested in giving a lecture or participating in some 
other type of activity in Charleston. 

Best Wishes to all and a most Happy Holiday and Happy New Year. 

M. Donald Blaufox, M.D., Ph.D. 



Historical Images of the Drug Market-XXV 

by William H. Helfand 

L ~ c ~ n r n z  cards. normally less than seven by 
four cm. in size, were given as premiums with 
packages: they were widely collected from their 
inception in the United States in the 1870s. 
Hundreds of series were published on both sides 
of the Atlantic, the most popular subjects being 
royalty, women. sports heroes. military figures, 
history, politics, actors, and actresses. Other 
than several sets illustrating first aid measures, 
few have pharmaceutical or medical interest. in  
two different series, however, "Do You Know," 
published by Wills Cigarettes around 1920, and 
"The Reason Why," issued by The Imperial TO- 
bacco Company of Canada around 1925. cards 
of show globes in pharmacy windows were used 
along with the question of why they were there. 
The WilIs answer states that the bottles "owe 
their origin to the custom that prevailed in the 

days of the old alchemists and apothecaries. 
Many of these were quacks and fisuds, who 
used to display a wonderful assortment of large 
retorts, curiously shaped bottles, jm, etc. in 
order to impress their importance upon the ig- 
norant customers." The imperial card. horizon- 
tal in shape. commenta on the colors in the 
showglob&, hotingthat '%he blue and red colors 
represent venous and arterial blood, and the ex- 
hibition of these colors was to let the public 
know that the person displaying these signs was 
capable of bloodletting, which was then consid- 
ered a cure for almost every known disease." 
Both answers are wide of the mark, for colors 
could be other than red or blue, and the essential 
purpose of showgtobes was to act as symbols 
for the pharmacy in a period of less than uni- 
m n a l  literacy. 

Vol. 32 (1990) NO. 1 Pharmacy in History 38 - 39 



CAN YOU IDENTIFY THIS? 

Submitted By: Sydney Malitz. M.D. 

Description: The device is 13 inches long. made of cast iron, painted black. except for the 
handle which is ebony with a brass collar. The ends look as if they were placed against the 
head. The two rectangles on the other end are fixed. The one nearest the handle has 4 
circular holes 314 mm in radius. It looks like the back one is the same size (2 314 x 2 114). 
It has no perforations but has an upper and lower lip. as if to hold cards in place. It has 
two indentations - one on each side. These show up best in picture #4. There are no 
identifying markings. It was purchased in England about 7 or 8 years ago. 

CHARLES BPIWCT, M.D. 
From: . 1730 MORGAN TERRACE 

BELOIT, wscoNaN 63511 

l'lcusc l<c[urn l o  M. Ilonuld Bluul'ox. M.D.. Ph.D. 
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A Reference List 
Surgical Instruments and Medical 

Appliances . 
Orthopaedic and Deformity 

Apparatus 

Hospital Furniture and Equipment 

Electro-Medical and Surgical 
Apparatus, etc. 

Allen N Hanburys Ltd. 
d 

Zlepdt Jor Surgical Instruments and dppiiances, ctc. 

48 Wigmore Street, London, W. I 

Manrrfabrirc : _ . 

SURGICAL INSTRUMENT FACTORY: BETHNAL GREEN. LONDON. E.2 
PHARMACEUTICAL LABORATORIES : BETHNAL GREEN, LONDON. E.2 
INFANTS' &INVALIDS' FOODS. MALT E X ~ R A ~ & P A S T I L L E M A N U F A ~ O R Y :  

WARE MILLS. HERTFORDSHIRE 
Coo-LIVER OIL FACTORIES: LOFOTEN. Norway & ABERDEEN.Scotland 

From: Alfred Schett 



No. 
6337-" W i n g  Test " for S t r a b i s m u s ,  Maddox's ...... a c h  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6338-Ditto hospital model each 
Thir instrument is designed to indicate the muscle h c e  when 

subjected to reading conditions. It contains neither lenses nor prisms and 
should be held at the usual reading angle. 

The two visual fields iur separated horizontally or vertically as 
required, bv Wing screens. 

It measures esophoria and uophoria (with either eye accommodating), 
hyperphoria and cyclophoria. with specially designed charts for a h .  

By using it in con~unction with the trial frame or patient's spectacles, 
any want of coordination between accommodation and convergence is 
a i l y  detected 2nd measured. 

6341 - C o l o u r  P e r c e p t i o n  L a n t e r n ,  Edridge-Green's, latest regd. . . . . . . . . . . . .  des~gn No. 67960 ( w l t h o u t  l a m p )  each 

Each Lantrr.11 r r  > r r f t . l r c n '  x . ~ l h  r r  ccr/iricnfc signed by Dr. Edridgt- 
Crern. 

' This Lantern i. nrn\-  ~d;qXed {or use with a stan'dard bayonet- 
fitting, clear, 60 - war1 v;lrtnm - tvpe household lamp, which can he 
purchased locall\.. 

From 41frcd Schctt 



Maison LLJ-ER 
WULFING-LUER 

M~DAILLES ALX EXPOSITIONS FRANCAISES 

1844 1848 1855 1888 - 1900. - 
Y w a l i l a  da Bronra I h f d d a ~ l l a  d '0 r  / P r a m l i r a  Mdda i l l e  I M d d d l l e  d'Oi- 1: &and Prix . 

Facult6 de  Mddeclne de  Paris : Prix Barbier 1888 
- L 

M~DAILLES AUX EXPOSITIONS E T R A N G ~ E S  
1862 ;i 

DECORATION DE LA L ~ G I O N  D'HONNEUR - 
b Is BUIIW ds I'Expomtfon do LONDRES 

1851, 1" Mddai l le  A LONORES 
M s n r ~ o n  unlque da super~or r te  pour rnvantlon e t  axdoution mmarquab lss  d e  dlvsrs ~nst ruments  

pour /as opsratrons d e  I ' o r i  
1853 1" M e d a ~ l l a  I NEW-YORK.  - f882. f" Mddai l le  d LOND,?ES 

1888 1" Usdarl le  d 'Or a BARCELDNE - f893. Hors Concours A CHICAGO ( t t a t s - ~ n l s )  
1904 Grand Prrx d SAINT- LOUIS ( h a t s - ~ n r s )  

1905 Oaux Grands Prlx LILGE - f906. Olpldme I -  MILAN 

P A R I S  
104, BOULEVARD SAINT-GERMAIN,  104 

(Pres de i'kcole de MBdeoiqe) 

Anc~ennement : 6, HUE ANTOINE-DUBOIS 

From. Alfrcd Schctt 



Diploscope du Dr Remy, grand 
modele, sur pied, B hauteur et 
indinaison variables, avec car- 
tons (fig. 153) ................. 85 u 

SBrie de cartons typographiques 
permettant  de d e t e r m i n e r  
l'acnite visuelle au moyen du 

......... diploscope (en feuille) 2 u 

LL~.UI.Y ' ,~cer l~ .q .  
L.8 , . rpe r l~ ,nces  neuccnt ?! re mu l f ip i i 4es  e n  i m p o s a n t  a u  sujef obserce des p r i smes  d basc 

nuallcc ,,rr r c ~ n ~ ) o ~ . ~ ( e .  r n  i U L  u f a ~ b L i ~ s a n L  L 'ucui te de l'a?rl me i l l eu r  acec des oerres conoeEe3, etc. 
n r n .  - D u n s  re  ?as l ie s ~ r a b i s m e  aoec n e u t r a l b a t i o n ,  la s u j e t  n e r ~ o i r  q U  i r3  

[ c l h . s  rucs I,r 1 ' , c l i  n o n  n r u r r a i i s a n ~ ,  b ien  q u e  lea 2 y e w  s o i t  oucer ts .  D a n s  d reuce KOL. 
C R y r L  . i u l  .oliei,u r t  neu t ra i i se  ( ie i ' m ~ t i  d r o i L  c e r r a  seu&ment ies ie t t rea O L. Rempiacer  K 
pr ,.or'i',ur ~ 0 r 1 ! ) ~ ~  o u  r e r l e  p i  tend  a f a i r e  d i s o a r a i t r e  cette n e u t r a l i s a t i o n  : la l e t t r e  
UPPnralLrn r r  lcr ,~ia~.t rie itr c o u l r u r  apres quelques ex l rc i ces .  D a n s  l 'eaper ience car t i ca le  uric 
CUu lc.f(re H liu 3 .*t,ra percue:  meme subter fuge.  

~ ~ ~ ~ i . ~ a t : o n .  - nnns ic,s ,.as d e  ( roub le  a c i s i o n  b inocu la i re ,  o u  b i e n  (ce q u i  rec ien t  a u  
m c m r l  U U  .?(,r,ie ei'cin . + c m o [ ~ m e  r jupr i  d e  s a  n e u t r a i i a a t i o n .  l ' a p p a r e i l  J e r a  a ~ r e c i e r  h s  8 
f ! @ l n [ c ~  ~ u l . ~ ~ , .  ;,or,tonyr,,r~s r ~ u  /l 't?reronymes p a r  le  dkdoublement  des le t t res  ( 00  L d u n s  

r ' W r r c n r ~ *  n 3  iC.rrr,:sl P , ~  nren l~'u1.3 &?placements dam i ' e a p r i e n c e  a 4 let t res ( a u  lieu 
C io ' L . i .  K L O n .  O K . - i L ,  O A K L I .  - 

CL U [ J L = ~ I [ O R .  - P c r ~ r  j e  l r n r t e m e n t  d e  ces d ice rs  i t a t s  - a l ' a i d e  de p r i s m e s  d bast 
Inbrne * U  v z t c r n r  ( j u . o n  d i r n t n u e r a  g r a d u e l k m e n t  - .  ci l ' a i d e  de oerres conceees q u L  
Li.ndmnc IL I n c l r ~ , r  a une mo ina ' re  concergence - o u  b ien d l ' a i d e  d e  s i m  k s  i n o i t a t ~ o n ~  

i e i ~ ~ r c  d r )  . b o r n  d e  eoncergenee, o u  o u  c o n t r a i r e  ci clzerci'er d ' o b t e n i r  l* 
n h c m e n ~  tic , .errc.  ,.onccrl;irnce. 

Lu r ; z p c r [ c n c c ~  r o r l e n t  su ;can t  1 ' i n i t i a t i c e  d e s  obaerrateurs.  R i e n  n e f a i t  m i e w  c o m ~ r e n d r c  ' diph.capc, yuc de 3',, mer l re  30'-meme en obseraa t ion  et d e  s0of l . r r  toures aar ran tes  accc 
c e r r c l  conracc3. cerres coiort's, etc. 



Fig. 154.  

hlannel theorique et pralique sur le diploscope par le Dr Bburdeaux. .. . . . . . . . 7 a 
Diploscope dynamomktrique du Dr Bourdeaus avec test rnensurateur, 

(fig. 154 et 155). . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . , . . . . . . . . . 175 u 

Ce diplascope perrnct loutcs Ics c~zpcricnws de L'autrc modelc, acec une precision et unc 
cornmodill plus g r a d e .  11 donne iicu u ries czpdricnccs nouoellcs, utilbece t i a m  la cure du 
strabisme conoergrnt ct prrrnrt (ie realiser. coutcs Les eeperiencea comprises entre 12 ct 
0,75 dioprries: d 'o i  3011 ernphi cornme d y n a m o d t r e  oculaire. Cet appareil cat une rnodi. 
Jcation du diploscopeprimir~f, permerran: de realiser des emperiencee a des distanoce cariec~.  
Il esr compo8B d'une regk de cuirre graduke sur sa /ace euperieure el eur scr/hce b + r a k .  
Lee graduations I ,  2. 3.. . 12 de & fuce supdrieure etprinaent k8 distance8 : 1 d t r e ,  1/2. 
1/3, l/4 ... 1/12 metre, dishnccs auxquellee on p u t  placer le carton de kttres. Lcs 
chifree I ,  2, 3.. . 12 de ia face iurerak rndiyuent b e  distances oP l'on doit placer h p k u c  
de trow.  On peur realicrer tor~rcs Ire experiences d u  diploecope ordinaire, mais pour des 
diakznces de I m r r e ,  0 m. 50, 0 m.  33, 0 nl. 25, etc. La plaque & t r o w  cornporte dee trorur 
de grande dimension, lroruonracrr, rapprocltBs ou hzr tde ,  obliques gauche ou droit,  donr & 
sioniflcation esi indiouze oar les abrecialions suirantcs : H 3 = horuontale 3 bttrcr:  

From: Alfred Schett 



de  lettres a ccoup l~es ' oo  

I'exp6rience A 3 lettres 
. (rnoddle ddposd) pouvant 

s'adapter au  diploscope 
(fig. 1 5 7 ) .  ............. 78 50 

Diploscope du  Dr Rem y, avec test mensurateur  diploscopiqne du  Dr ~ourdeanx:.' 
(fig. 156) pour les examens  d e  la vision binoculaire, de  ses  anomalies et d e  la 
simulation.. ............................ .: .. -. ...................... -.'. '145" p 
Le test rnensurateur (brecett! S.G.D.G), qui se p r d s  6 tourcs (cs a p p l k t i o n e  du,d+loscope 

et les rend plus awkes, a t!te e tab l~  surrour au point de oue des ccaperiences m M i d g a l o 8 .  
I l  s'adapte a t o w  lo8 dtpioscopea:permet de da l iae r  routes lcs epreuaes destineen a ddmiler 
lea s~rnu&reurs. et rdce a u n  c ltndre /art ap ra i t re  lo8 k t t r cs  aoec dee a c u i t b  cariant de 
l'unitt! d I / &  U n  ~ & ~ k c e m r n l  l o n s o ~ U d  jazqr&tenfer i'esphrienre d 3 lettres (nettre lea 
2 t r o w  rap rochds) ou d 4 lottres ~met l re  k s  tmw.eloignes). U n  moucement de baacule 
r r r n e t  de &cer la cylindre c e r t i c a [ e ~ r n l  pour in d a l u a t t o n  dm e p b r i e m a  rerticales. 

Echelle optom6trique diplos- 
copiqne pour test mensura-  
teur.. ................... 2 

T e s t  mensurateur d u  Dr 
B o u r d e a u x ,  p o n v a n t  
s'adapter e u  diploscope . 

............... (fig. 156). 60 JI 

Anti-neutralisateur d u  D' 
Grelault ................. 50 1) 

Diploscope tiu D f  Armbruster, avec pupitre ti combinaisons 
multipies rnuni de deux tests optometriques et  chrorna- 

............................. tiques interchanueables..  
tit modble, a main. A I'usage 

.................... (fig. 158) 30 11 

Fig. 153. 

D i p i o x o p .  petit modele. 8 .  main et h Bcarlement variable, permeltant 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  e~a l e rnen t  l'axperience 11 lettres (fig. 159, 160. 161) 40 u 

Pour i ' r r p L " . ~ r ~ ~ c  ci 11 l r l t rc.r ,  o n  place ia fourclre conwe k rne111on uu i i ru  dr iu ~ n r r t r o  
h rlarssancr du nea. 

From: Alfred Scheu 



Medical Cane 

An exceedingly rare c. 1880 medical cane made of hard rubber with removal metal assembly that holds all the origmal 
fourteen cork-stopped medcine vials. The vials have their origmal labels and contents. By removing the lower tube 
of the cane and attaching a bell and earpiece taken from the handle, a seventeen-inch monaural stethoscope is 
formed. A brass ring just below the handle is engraved: From Dr. Parsons to Dr. HallockAug. 1882. Dr. Robert 
Parsons is listed in the 1880 census of Salida, Colorado. Dr. Richard SanfordHallock, also in the 1880 Salida census, 
was born in Orange County, New York. in 1829. and died at Salida on 25 March 189 1. Dr. Hallock moved to Colorado 
in 1879 from OalGleld Iowa. He served late in the Civil War as an assistant surgeon with the 67th U. S. Infantry of 
Colored Troops. The wear to the brass tip of the cane shows that Dr. Hallock clearly used this cane. The cane has 
remained in the Hallock familyuntil now, and I am selling it onbehalfofDr. Hallock's great-grand daughter. More 
details to the purchaser. American medical canes are very scarce; this dealer knows of no other cane that 
incorporates a stethoscope. 

Cane, Dr. Hallock's, Full View 

Full View D'------bled 

Full View of Stethosco~e 

Submitted by: Alex Peck 



~ e c o r d s  help chronicle historic events 
Without proper docu rnerztation, clairns elicit skepticism 

T h ~ s  a l l r g ~ r ~ o n  1s ick. Littlr did I know of its opl~tllalmlc 
, shruuded In conlrcture connectron. 

and controvrrsy, slncc This lovely historical three-story 
rhcrr are no dtwrumrnt- mansion (Figurc 3) is publicized as haw 
rd rrronls of ~ h ~ s  pcrl- ing bccn built by John Tyler. hID. in 
d nor d ~ d  my obscrvcr 1814. a Frcdcrick physician who  (so 
of thc p c n d  rrconl an thc owncrs 'b~~Churc  sutcs) is'farnow 
obscrvat~on.  In ordcr for performing the first cataract sur- 
for one 10 claim pnon.  cry 111 the Untted Statrs~~'l 'lle Ilolllc 

S c m ~ n a l  evcnts  in history arc ty.11 must bcdocumcntcd. ham a beautiful sittitq: r t ~ m  .said I t )  

rrcordcd In a vancv of ways h hn ~ntcrcsttnp c lam rcccntly came lravc been where Lk'l'ylcr pcrforlllccl 
cvrnt may have bcrn v~cwcd by a to my attcnlion. Dunng tllc sunlmcr of his s u ~ e r y . n l C  CUrrellt owners of 111~ 

numhcr of pcoplc: many wcrc mvltcd 1997.1 visited thc National M w u m  of mansion have no dwumcntation as I, 
press \r.l~o reconlccl r h r ~ r  ohscrvauons Civil War Mcdicinc In historic Frcdcr- the actual pcrfornlmcc of surgery I)! 
~n wrltlnp or bv word of nlouth to 0th- ick. MD, homc of Fnncis Scott Key, a u  Dr.Tylcr in this building. 
rrs A person who accompl~shcd  his thor of our rutrorul anthem; Uucf Jus The building itself has an interestin) 
rvrnr  ma). havc rc- backgruund. In 1814. Dr.Ty1t.r lived OI 

p o n d  11 lo pccn m a Church Strcet in a small Ilousc. adia 
~ournal or ~n public at cent t o  thc prcscnt housc. that 11at 
a sc~rnrdic mcctmg. lovety @ens n a t  to it. Rcconl Stwc 

Ja rqucs  Davlcl cnlW at Church Street /US in fmnt A t;;ite (1110 on Chunh 
(Fipurc 1 )  was the  Ty9 

his gardens. The city o f  Frederick Street and end of Record Street. (Phc 
first prrson crcditcd planned t o  c x t c t ~ d  Rccord Street tor CoUflesY of Norman 8. Medow. 
w ~ t h  p c r f o r m ~ n g  a tllrougl~ Ilia pmpcny and across the 
planncd cataract u- ~.lnlcns by using a public pruPeW Suggested reading 
rnct~on.Thls was p n -  law t b t  was in e f f m  at that time. Hubbcll, Alvin. Opllt i lr lnlolo~\ 
fo rmrd  on A p r ~ l  8, ~ > r . ~ y ~ r r  knew that xizing of private 1 ~ ~ 1 8 7 0 . ~ ~ .  Kccnrr a 
1747 Follow~ng this p m p c v  for public use was not permit- 1 ~ 8 ,  
cvcnt. Dav~cl rccord- tcd if a struaurc was p m e n t  on this ~ c i l y  and B u m g c . h ~ c r ~ c a n  n\ccll 
rcl 11 m a x ~ c n t ~ c  rc- foundation for hls new Ilousc (Figure biognphics. Thc Norman R c m ~ n g ~  

pon and prcscntcd his fmdings in 1753 
at thc Royal Acadcmy of Surgcry in 
Francc. whcrc hc rcportcd on 206 w 
cs that hc had pcrformcd. 

Many of thcsc had bccn obscrvcd by 
othcrs who also reponcd thctr obscr- 
varlons. 

Couching. thc surpcal dislocat~on of 
thc lrns from thc vtsual 2x1s Into thc 
~trcous c a t q  IS first s a ~ d  to havc bccn 

performed by Sustruta somcwherc In 
thr thud to fifth ccntur) B C. e i g m  2). 

No-n B Medow, MD, FACS, , 
i s  d i m d m  of pedfaMc opblbal- 
mology at Manbanan Ep-, Ear 
€7 TLmMt lfarpitnl I 

Figure 1 (Left): 
Jacques Daviel performed the first 
planned cataract extraction on April 8. 
1747. 

Fipure 2 (Above): 
D~orama representing Susvuta coudr- 
lng a cataract (London Museum). 

Figure 3 (Below): 
Sign of Tyler-Spite House, Frederick. 
MD. 

, 4) on his wnlcn and. as the story goes. CO.; I G O .  
sat in his rocking chair as the city fa- Nbcn D, Edwards D . T k  I~istor\- 
thcrs carnc to stan thc extension thc ophthalmolog). Blackwcll S c ~ r n t  
following morning. n l i s  evcnt has giv- 1 m ;  165-1 75. 
cn rhc prupcny the justified narnc of 
IheTylcr-Spitc House. 

John Tyla ( 176.7- 1 W 1 ) is n ron l rd  as 
a physician and ophthalmvlogist who 
ndicd at St. hnholomew's Hospital in 
London with John Hun ta  Htrrival h t t ,  
and o t h m .  Dr.Tyln bcpvl practicing in 
Frederick City. MD, in 1786. 

Hc is said to have had v a t  skill in 
couching. He was one of the cmfoundm 
of thc mcdical and c h i r u ~ i c a l  faculty 
of hlaryland, which subsequently bc- 
came thc University of Maryland Col- 
lcgc of Medicine. 

Nv mention of Dr.Ty1t.r is t o  be  
found in Hubbell, Gorin, or A1bcn.A bi- 
ognphy of Dr.Tyler is found in Kelly 
and U u r n ~ .  

Spiteful and testy? Yes. 
The first pcrson to pcrform cataract 

surgery in t l ~ c  United States? 
Perhaps. 0 

ticc RognTancy. who adnunistcrcd the 
oath of office to Abraham Lincoln: u 
wcll as numcrous fedcral.stylc man- 
stom, m y  on thc List of thc Nat~onal 
Rcg~stcr of Histonc Placcs. 

Onc of thcsc histortc manslons I S  

now a hcd and breakfast cstablishmcnt 
known as The Tylcr4pt tc  Housc. 1 
chosc ro suv m h s  housc whilc vlslt- 
mg Frcdcnck bccause of Its proxlmlty 
to lllc muscurn and 11s locat~on In the 
lican of the l i~stor~c Ll~str~ct of Frecler. 
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1 Invented by MESSRSLEONARD HILL and i 
j HAROLD BARNARD of the London Hospital. ' f 


